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lz,C.S.Chese, S
Director of Region #10 Canmoe Irips,

: : : I am herewith enclosing snaps tsken on ;
pur Canoce Trip. Yhey are te fill one of the requirements , o
for the SBrongze paddle eward.There are four photos eg¢h =
for Fred G. Wetzel,Fred J.Wetzel Jr. and Vincent Keeler. i

Also send » medslion$for the uniform. If there is a charge

~let me know and I will see that it is taken care of,
Gharlay,ﬁﬁtaehan'wss our Guide. g

- The ﬁri§~wgs,§njeye& very mBuch by all of us.Northern
ﬁinnesgtaria’a great country for Natural bewuty.

Thanks for the serviee given us while on the trip.

/;%;2?47

- Southern Minnesots Aresa
.~ Distriet Commissioner.




- September 8,

" Pred G. Wetzel |
112 Forxth Orient 8t.
- Peirmont, ﬁi@m»aatgﬁf

-~ Dear Mr. ﬁa%&al

The &aé&li&nﬁ h&we been 303% 1o yﬁﬁ. Qatry
that I wasn't present upon your return, 80

. that I could have presented them personally.

1 em glad that you snjoyed the trip, and
~hope that you will be ome of our enthusiasiic
‘boosters of the future. The pietures you .
have sent are very fine, and the boys will
_be given credit on their emblem test, but s
I would like to k&&ﬁ them and 33&33@}5 each
write an account of the trip (or newspaper
axtiogle or diary) apd submit that to X. G.
Bentsz, Regional Exaanziva, 1124 ﬁinﬁasota ‘
ﬁiég:. gtw F&“la &

-1 am very glad to have made your aﬁquaiaﬁam@a.
“ana hsg& ta ase you again next 33&3. i B

SQQatiagly.,

] Q Si G‘h&ﬂ& i
| Axsﬁ Ex@aaﬁiv@







g

'SCOUT OFFICE, VILLAGE HAILL PHONE 445 ! ' POST OFFICE BOX W&

I would like to Have them snd yourself each

and hope to see you again next year.

P Headwaters Gilrea Couwncil | s ;VE«ILEACHUNT o
- BOY SCOUTS of AMEMCA
%Aéiﬂ% .M L')mesofa GEO. B. ROBINSON, coMMisSIONER

C. S. CHASE, EXECUTIVE

September 8, 1936

Fred G. Wetzel
112 North Orient 8t.
Fairmont, Hinnesota

Dear Mxr. Wetzel:

The medalions have been sent to you. Sorry
that I wasn't presemt upon your return, so
that I coulé have presented them personally.
I am glad that you enjoyed the trip, and

hope that you will be one of our enthusiastie
boosters of the future, The pictures you
have sent are very fine, and the boys will
be given credit on their emblem test, but

write an account of the trip (or newspaper
article or diary) and submit that to X. G.
Bentz, Regional Executive, 1124 ﬁinnesota
Blég., st. Paul.

I am very glad to have made your: aaqaalnﬁance,

Scoutingly,

Qo.cl, ..

C. 8. Chase
Area Executive

€8C:8U0

COPY TO BENTZ
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Fred G.Wetzel

Fairmont,Minn,
List of Trees Identified on %iléefness Canoe tripefreference
Gharlay Strachan, Guiée)

Neme \ Esas
White Pine-Nearly every use-Nillwork §aﬁtexns,tankﬂ building &gtructar—
&1 Wél‘k.

_Eorway'Pina—Build:ng;millwerk 1adders & furalture.

White Spru@gaﬁallaing,slllgﬂrk,paggr pulp.

Black spruce- " " " (not so valuable as the White

‘becange smaller)
Belsam-Boughé used to make beds,gexfame

“ﬁhlte Gedar- hlngles,posﬁs telegraph poles, r&zlway tlea boats.

Juniper-posts, chests,leaves to flaver liguor,lead panails.

White Birch-Pirewood,bireh-bark esnoes. |

Ysllcw Birch-Furniture,interior ﬁéﬁaﬁhiﬁgiveaeer wooaaﬁware ,00velt ies,
Pin Cherry-Frult,

June - Berry- Fruit

Alder Brush-Not @aah usq has cone like fruit({bird food)

White Oak—veneer finlshlng,xnterler Tinishing
Soft kaple—firewood shade ﬁree.seft lumber,

Jack plne—masts poste,low grade lumber.

Silver poplar-ghade tree{ornamental),kindling wood.

Digmond ¥illow-Ornaremtsl walking sticks Ete. |

Striééd4§iilow—§én be bbnt for lawn chairs and baskets.

Bl ackt Ash, Inﬁariar finish and furniture and barrel hoops &\baskats;
Thorn A@ple Eruit for birds

Bass %boa-eablaet work,veneer,woodenware,toys and boxes.
Aspen{large tooth) lumber,when dry mekes good camp fire weaa.
Asgen(&mall teoth) similar to Yme Large tooth Aspen.

%hite Ash-Base ball bats,vehicles, furniture refrigerators,ocars angd
interior fiﬁlsh,

Choke Cherry~ Pruit for birds,wine,Jelly.
Weaping %1119%»02&&Eﬁnta~ ,Woad | ean be used for @erk regulrlsg flaxzball
. : , ﬁy., P :




Eraé G %eﬁsel

?aarm&aﬁ Minn,, '
Lisﬁ of palﬁﬁs Ident ified @x %iléarﬁass ?r&il Ganoe %ra@{
érefaraﬂce Charley Strachan,Guide) '

Name ‘ Eaes
Rein Deer Eass- Foo@ for éeer»beds for eamgexs
Pigeon Whest Mosg~ " " @ -Bed for Campers

~Cat Tail-Indians used the fown for beds for their ga@soaes.

Yellow Water Lillies-Moose ea% the s%nls fer faaé bsaﬁti¥a1 floers
White Water Lillies- » ‘

Water Rushes-Pood for deer & ﬁeoae

Straw Berries-Fruit

Goose Berries-Fruit

Resp berries-Eruit

islevareﬁoea fer Deer and woodland anzmals
. Hagle Brush-Zdible Nuts
“Rose DBushes-Plowers

Dog wood fred)-can he ﬁse& £or pu r%aass raq&irlag a flsxible Woed.
Pire %aeﬁﬁecvers burnt over areas ecn&erves gnisture) .

Lidhens.growzﬂg on rocks: -
Crustos
Pollios
Fructos o
saraglﬂalla

Gae Eew 6agplng Sklll’

I have eampeI&

stuat thax inﬁeresﬁe& me was thet Pets aﬁﬁ Klttles can bs saeareé
afieet1?ely'ﬁ1ﬁh &ry Eine naa&les.r :




S

‘plete outfit for two secouts for

%
>

 Fred 6. Wetsel
Pairmont, Minn,

Five lMerrit Badge regquirements completed while on Trip.
Reference(Charley Strachan,Guide) - ~
l-demonstrate the proper method of of enterdng and leaving
8 cance. e S : S :
a-From & pier
b-From and to & beach.,

2-%ith a eompanion show proper form in paddling both bow
and stern on both sides of the canvce. : :

= ' ‘ o - yards o

3-Carry a cance 12' or lonmger 200' without stopning.

4-With a companien load a esnoe in good form with & com-
four days properly trimmed,lashed
and proteeted from the wet., Paddle a moderate distance,pick camp
gite and wnload and mnake csmp for night. Brealk camp,repack and re-
tarn to ‘the start. . R o i , -
S~Demonstrate to the examiner that he has thoro knowledge
of the safety rules to be observed which will mel® him
a sgfe canoeist and that he is competent to observe them.

Note :

==-= The Guide Estimated that we paddled approximately
110 miles on our trip.One dey eof this trip was on the
Horse river. The vwater was very low and in some places
it ggg,zeeeasary to wade to lighten the load over the

... When we returned our ecanoces were in good condition

which speaks as to how the cance we used wes handled on
e urib.sAnd we learned nearly everything that we know

- ...about oanoeing om the trip.Net having hed much previous
. .tkeanoe experiense,




- An Account of a Region 10,Boy s@eaﬁsaaﬁ;Anariéa.“

@ildé:ﬁﬁ&&ﬁ&rggl;é@p@g ?x§§}h?’?:gé;@i7§é§2é1§§8&XE@B$;ﬁinﬁg

Our perty consisted of three;Vincent Koeelor,Fred Wetzel Jr. and
myself all from Fairmont, Minn, LT

 We left FPairmont at 1:00 P.M.,July 17th.We went Vds. St.Paul
and arrived st the Jay Cook State Park,which ie about 20 miles
from Daluth,at 9:00 P.M, +The temperature when we left Fairmont -
wag 100 or wgrmer-and at the Jay Gook park the same night it was
48 ,This park 18 lascgted only a few rods from Carlton,kinn.and

;fit i§*$e11 worth ones time %o spend s day enjoying its natural
beauty. - e E - ’ ' i ~ :

. We slept in Pup tents the first night and the next morn-
ing we went down to the St.Lowis River bed and washed and shaved.
Whert I was going %own the steep bsnk I slipped and in eatehing
myself got a bad cub dn my finger.We hed Pirst aid wouipment with
us and I soon had the bleeding stopped and a bandsge on it.

' July 18th we afttended the Indian Pagent held at Fon-du-lac
here the early history of the district was read and some of the
early events of historieal importance were drematiszed

~&fter this part of the programme the indisne present some g0
in nuwber from the reservalion near Itasce 8tete Park gave an
Indian Pow-wow in the Stocksde.Some of the dances which they ddd

- were The Snake dange,Wsr dance,Two Step,Pool Danee,Dance to
Commemorate the Dead. 4nd & PThenksgiving song. We Camped again
- 8t night In the Jay Cook State Park,

Lgst night 1t was cold,Prost on the tents in the sorning.We heat
& big bucket of water to wagh in and it felt good.We left camp
at 6:00 BR.M, and had pencekes for breskfast in Duluth,Sunday worning
- and the streets were very Quiet. Soon after leaving Duluth near
the 1ittle town of Twig & Doe and two Fawn at her side came out
onto the pavemen ¥ right ghesd of our esr so elose we had to apply
the bresks to avoid hitting them. B -
. .. We arrived in Ely at 10:50 and stayed for dimmer.We met
Hexrold Rush,our former Southern Minnesots Area Bxeoutive and
enjoyed a vigit with him.,Por about s month he had been guiding
Sﬁagﬁ»gazﬁiea’fren St.Louis,Mo. where Be 18 now employed in Scout
work. . ~ : R '
Hibbarde Ledge is looated about 25 miles north-east of Ely,
it is in the Superior Nationsl Forest and we soon arrived at the
‘Dodge after an awful shaking up trying %o get over the bunps for the Ya
last few miles thru the forest.Here we were net by Mr.C.S.Chase
wWho has Deen responsible for some sixty or seventy Scout Canoe
trips without & major accident.¥e had very fine tressment at the
lodge.The meals were excellent and we had a neat little log eabin
with two rooms,two beds in & roow,te sleep in. The rooms were pro-
?%deébwigh"e;ééﬁri% %igéta;andbwaﬁgr“&ni good beﬂség new building
was about ocqmplsted to teke ocsre of Canoce Trip Parties,Thi r
‘was ag&%@yeg‘g%%g gﬁﬁ,argﬁglaaﬁanka wﬁﬁheggriggsaindqﬁéﬁtr§s§§§?




We mat our Guide Hugh Leach,whos father is a mine Superintendant
He bunked in the same room with myself and we enjoyed his company at Hyf
mealtime st the lodge(after returning home I found out that his
mobher who used to be Helen Leiden was at one time a teacker in the
publie Sehool in wy old Home Town,Priuweph,Mimn.) : |
After a good night sleep and a good breskfast we find that another
party consisting of Two Scout Executives and their Wives Cedar Rapids
Iowa have snnexed our Guide,Hugh Leach snd Charley Strahsn,whos '
fgther is also a Mine Superintendant at Ely,was assigned to our party.

As there were only four in our perty we did not take a route
usually teken by Soout Parties, By the time we got our pack-sacks
packed and Cances ladded and ready fo start it was ten ocloek.Fred
Jr. and sy=edf in one csnoe and Charley Strahan amd Vincent Keeler
-in the other.In about an hour we everteok the fivrst Party yéﬁ dhat

started out shead of us and traveled with them for & ways untill
our ways parted.We headed Northwest and they North-easb.,

We pagsed thru Moose,New Found,and Sucker Lekes,then Inlet and
Baily Beys and arived at Prairie Portage ot about noon,We male the
Portage,that is,carried our Cances and Baggsge around the rapids,
and had Junch,%We then took some pictures,observed the variety of
trees,birds,Mosses that were in the vaoinity.¥e covered a good dige
tance in the after-noon and passed meny flocks of Loons on the lake.
We made camp for the night on a small Island in Canadisn water. -

July 2ist ; : : L -
We were up early,did some fishing,observed the birds that. inhabited
- the Isgland,eat Blue berries and had breskfaet consisting of Creem

- of Wheat,Bseon,Bread and Cocoa. o '
. ¥We were on our way again st 8:00 end passed many islands still

- traveling in Baga-wood lske. The next place 6f infterest that we
stopped wae 8 Canadian Pur-trading Post,Here was a dock,s little

log store,and & cabin. The store was run by Mrs Riley,wife of the
Canadien Ranger,she wa# & class mate of our Guide in the Ely High-
gohool,Bhe got some ice-water for us to drink which tasted pretty
good a8 we had nothing to drink while on the trip but lske-water,

This Stetion wge ninfty miles from the nearest Cansiisn town.They
bought furr from the Indiane and sold Hud-son-Bay blankets and

‘Heolen coate,csps and mittens and many other articles sll brought :
in with smell boate. We eat dinner at United States Point and . ,

paddlied all day against a strong wind,made three partsges:Horse partafe

a mile and a quarter;,wenty-four Rod Fortage and Wheel-borrow For-

tage, 40 rods.fhe last hour of the day we run into & wind and raine

ghiorm and arrived at our wet ocemping spot plenty tired.We had

@heese and Mackaroni,Bread & Butter snd Tea for supper. ‘

Our Camp last night was on The Lower Basswood Palls where seven lives

have been losth tryfing te §¢ shoot the rapids in cances.Just a few

feet baek of our camp is the grave of a Young Indien whos life was

lost in this way and he was burried only a few rods from the falls ,

that censed his death.His grave has recently been marked with willows

bent in srches over the length of the frave and a wooden eross at

the head. ~ ST
Today has been the hardest one of the trip we traveled( Ishould

say paddled) up the Horse River,The water ie low and some places we had

‘ %ﬁ;ﬁ&éérﬁﬁ'lighteﬁ the cance so we could get thra the roeky places.

- then thru Horse Lake into Sand. We stopped at a nice sandy beseh




#3
on Horse Lgke took a swim and a%a laneh.?his is the only sandy
beach we have EBeen on the trip. Here the pertages are not marked
and #ff we are plenty t ired having mede seven portages,and we
havent been able to find where we go from here. We aanpe& on an
0ld logging trseck. There is no clearing around here large enough
to piteh & Foresters Tent on.We killed a porcupine that was hang-
ing in a tree near where we wera getting supper,so he wauldnﬁ
gnew holes in our cgnoes(now to hed)

July g%ri;

Another morning and we are still lest or as the Indian gays ﬁa no
lost~ Portage lost.

After breakfast We decided that Charley aﬂ& Fred Jr take the ax
and ecut a way thru to the stesn we wanted to remch and Vine and I
went back to esrry the Qaaaas.fhs!sﬁaaﬁaé te out & path but before
long out right into the portage path that we were hunting for.This
was & joy %o us all ag it didnt take hong to get to the stream

“that would take us into Jackfiseh Bay.The Guide gat mixed up and

we tried to ge up stream instead of down stream and then had to
right about face and go back(Pred and Vince maintesined that Chatdpy
wae going in the wrong direction whiech wasg & feagher in the cap
of the tenderfoot Wilderness Trailers)
Poday Vincent eaught a Northern Pike and we had fish for dinner.
We Campgd at American Point tenight. Now we have completed a loop
and are paddling back again on the same course we shtarted on.
We had fried peﬁatoas salt pork,onions,bread & butter and Ghaeelata
for supy@r and a nice plaaa to sleqp on a little Island, ;

Julyzé-

Homeward bound,Vince and Fred ?iahad some this morning without
results.Then we paekea and continued our homeward route. We had
lemonade,cheese sandwiches and piekles for dinner.We paecked Prairie
portage an& arrived at Skull Point camp tonight. We all had & good

a@ bath, made our ocamp,gol supper and reviewed the trees and plants

hat we h&& learned to Identify on the trip.One of the reguirememts
fer the BY z ﬁi Y Bronse paddle is that pme lea,n to identify 25
trees and 15 snte that one sees on the trip

July 25% h, ,

Up again-The sun is riaing besutifully across the lake,thrg the fog
gnd ig stresking thru the pines and eeaars to our ten&a.ﬁa had
Pried toaef,marmalade and checolste for breskfast.This is the last

meal of our trij .Metor boasts passed by this point at intervals thru ¥)

the night,and before we went to bed Loons gave their weird eall
over the waeter,but finally left ug so we could sleep.

Feably every night we could hear the wolves howl,

A% 9:30 we were back at Hibberds Lodgeyend soon hed our tanned
baecks coversed with & shirtsand were on our way home, We stopped at
Winton to see the place where the Dog team trips used to start
from. Some of this equipment is BEill there.

And 80 ends the story of a trip thet will always be re-
membered

In these dayes when the tendency is tword Marble-floored
seout camps it is refreshing te know that there is still the

The Region 10 Csnoe Trips ézziy?ble to thome who like nature.

in the Rough.
MWW

313‘5 c mys

A e







