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Mr., Kenneth Bentz,

1124 Minnesota Bldg., DEC - v
St, Paul, Minnesota. ‘ C-z 194;.
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Dear Sir: —2 NN

: I am enclosing the application for the
Bronzs Paddle Award, I am about two months
-~ lat e on this but I have been terribly busy
“with my school work. I used my Thanksgiving
vacation to complete the application., I trust -
you will find it in order. I suppose it will
be possible for you to get Hod Ludlow to Okay
 this for me, By the way, where is Hod? I under-
stood he was going into professional scouting
this year, :

T would like to take this opportunity to
thank you and Region Ten for the splendid time
which you showed us on the lakes. I can assure
you that you have at least eight boys in Russell
who will veally encourage others to take your
Canoe Trips, They still talk sbout the fun
they had on that trip last August!

I trust this finds you in the best of health,

S8incerely yours

o ] ol

504 East bth
Russell, Kansas
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 MTNNESOTA CANOE TRIP

Thls is a short sterv of the adventures ‘and travels of & group of flfteen '
scoubs and scouters. The time of this story is the week of August 10-td 16, 1941,
. The set+1ng, the beautiful lakes and woods of Minnesots dnd Canada stretching
b0 the northeast fram:ﬁzy, ¥Minnesota. The characters included Donald Burton,
Wayne Cassabt, Tom Steinle, Dean Banker, Bob Evans, Fred Shrick, and Dick Weber,
genior scouts from Russell, Kansass Hermen D. Search, their scoutmesters; Louls
end Jim Eaton snd Yawid Gunthorpe, scouts from Fargo, North Dakota; Scout Jim
Crowbher of Fairmont, Mlnnasota, Clinton Odell of Hibbing, Minnescta, who acted
as our “swamper®; and Hod Ludlow, our guide. : : ' '

Sunday. We drove to Hibbard Lodge late in the afternoon, and spent the
evenlng recelv1ng instructions and becoming scquainted with our. guzde.

ke ¥onday. We packea our grub and ourselves in flve caapes,~andrief% the Lodge
. at ten o'clock in the morming. Ve paddled to a small island in Newfound leke,

" . where we ate & lunch of sandwiches and coolade., We paddled slowly and made cemp

about Tour o'clock on an island im Birch leke. Some of the boys went fishing,

but Dick was the only one who caught any. Supper consisted of stew, with Dick’'s

fish thrown in, eand tea. Ve went to bed at 832 30, very tired, We had travelled

only about eleven miles, : .

\
, Tueqdaj. After an early breakfast of cream.of wheat and coffee, we contlaued~"
our journey up Birch lake, across Melon leke, Seed lake, and finally camped om
" Knife lake sbout & half mile from the portage which leads to Plum leke. We made .
.-f¢thls camp ebout one ofclock, and four cances decided to make a side trip to see
- the Kekekabic Lookout. This was a very tough trip over Pertage, Spoon, Pickle,
 and Kékekabic Lakes, about thirteem miles in length, and took us four snd & half
‘hours. ‘e made eight poruages on the side trip, making & total of fourbeen for
" the day.  Our supper of mulligan stew, chocolate puddln and tea, really &hlﬁ
,the spot.“

¥

- llednesday. We had an early moraing swim, followed by a breakfast of coram
mush with apriecots, ralsins, and coffee. We broke camp about nime o‘clock and
continued to the north end of Knife lake, where we had a lunch of meat and flsh
- ‘sandwiches. That afternoon we mmde two very rough,portages, one a half,mlle ;
~long, and the other a quarter mile long. About four o'clock in the afternoon

wé camped on the southeast shore of Emerald Iseke. We spent two hours fishing,
canoeing, and swimming., We had an excollent supper of rice pudding, macaroni
and tomato sauce, and tea,., We had travelled about thirteen miles.

: Thursday. ¥We spent the mornlng studying plents and practicing on canoe
 merit bedge requirements. It was one ofclock before we continued our trip.
leaving Emerald leke we entered Carp lake, and finally 51rch Lake, camping for
the night at Prairie Portage. We made two mediocre portages during the day.
Although we went to bed early, it was nearly midnight before we went fo sleep,l.f”
v due tc the fact that our gulds 1&31sted on ”huntlng rabbits."

Frlday, Ve planned ﬁo return to Elbblﬂg Lodge by way of Basswood lake, but .
‘a very strong wind 1rom.+he ‘south prevented this. However, it was 1mperat1ve that-
our guide go that way. So the group from Eussell, accompanied by the "swamper®,

‘f‘raturned to Hoose Lake by way of Néwfeuﬂd lake, and ma.de camp on an. 1slaﬁd ‘about -




 two miles below the Lodge. This group was j&ined later in the afternoon by the -
~remainder of the parby who had gone by way of Basswood and Wind Iakeées, We spent
the late afternoon passing canoe merit badge tests and washing our clothes. :

C Saturday. We slept late, and did not reach Hibbing Lodge until about :
eleven o'elock in the morming. We undid- our pecks, loaded our truck, had our
dinner, and said goodbye aboub twelve-thirty. '
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