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The first time I attenﬁeé 3cout Camp at C&@s Lake, Minn—:  -

/'esota I heard some of the oléer Sceuts talking abqut the ‘
\ gon&erfu1 canoe trins ‘they had been on, and in talking toi‘7"
‘them I 1earne& about this canoe bage that ‘the Hinnegeta scoutsyf
own. It is 1ccated on- Moose Lake Which is absut 20 miles /

) north east of Ely,‘Miﬁnesota.,'I also discoverea that- any

,SéOﬁt‘Or Séouter“caul& make 6ﬁé of these trips; but 1nv0rder T

to do so he ha& to have a certain &mount cf seouting and would

+ . have ta go with a party, or greug. As I saild before tnis'

‘\eeamp is OWﬁed and maintaineé by the Scsuts, and when one

) registers for a trip, he enly has tc take With him his beaélng e
and what t01let articles and §ersonal items he wants such as
cameras, aﬂﬂfishing tackle. Everything else is furnished,
which inclaées guides, cances and fso&‘

¥ell after wantinv to go on one of these trips for two
vvior three yeaws T was quite thrilled when one day in. Jaly of

tn%s year I recelved a letter from Lee Perkins, who used to

live here and,was the founéer of the Cub Scauts in Devils Lake,t '»

- and who nGW‘lives ab Herris Minnesota, asking me to go with
<him,ané ak@arty of Sgauts from Horris,>cn oﬁe’ef‘these canoe ,:
trips. After the usual amount of*éoaxinv aﬁéisaleSmanship
fI secured Dad and ﬁother 's consent and 1mme&iately sat down ’

"and wrote tc my friend, Hr. Pefklnq, aceepting the 1nv1tatien.

' Then felloweé,a peried of two or three ﬁeeks of making plaﬁs

Land getting the stuff together that I wanted to take with me,/"

I flnally deciéeé to go to Horris ana leave from there with
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~ the group and as Mr. Perkins wanted me to coméwéaﬁly s¢rgé'“§"'”

',;céulﬁ have a few days together before we started gn'ghe canoe ‘;1

trip. I left Devils Lake on Sunéay a Week ahead of the

/‘seheﬁuled trip, I left by traln from ﬁew Rockford on Sun&ay ‘

. noon and arrived at Morris about six o clsck and was it

raining wheﬂ I got there, they were havinﬂ a regular clcuéburst
and the streets were full ef water and stalled ears., |
I spent that first week in Morris and Mr. Perkins, who |

M is ca11ed Lee by everybody, aﬁﬁ I,,sure had a lot'of fun.

~We went camaing swimming, hiking and picnlcin and‘then

oa Friday. ve started getting our things lined up for the big
day, which wag to be Saturday. Lee borrowed a slee@ing bag *{
for me so I didn't have to bether with,the bl&nkets that I |
lihad brought along from home.r
| The big day finally arrived, and Lee ané I and eight
~ Scouts from Morris left there in cars and drove %o Brainard ~
where we took a bus £6r Duluth. At Duluth we qtayed all night
"at the YMCA The nEt morning we again went by bus from |
Duluth to Ely where we were met by Hod Luélow, who is the
”,Canoe Base Dlrecter. Hed took us from Ely tc the Canoe Base,
stopping on the’ way at %intcn ta check us in at the us |
Immigration Offlice. This had to be done as our trip was to
 vﬁake us. up into Ganada, and that way that ‘we went we were a

: leng Way from any US custom house. |
| We got to the Base abaut 4 o clock, and I'll aﬁait we.

? f_were all rather excited about it. I guess Had theught we

‘neeﬁe& to be calmed ﬁawn a 1ittle so he suwgested that ve S




| ‘§take a- little hike threugh the brush belore su;aer, ﬁhieh wefﬂ}f
‘kéié and when we retuvned he 1ntreduced us to the boy who wasv xT
- to” be our guiﬁe for the trip. I say bo; because ‘He was ‘only Co
| 16 years old, however, he was. nretty husky as he - is about
4H5 ft. 7 in. tall and weighs 160 lbs. He 13 a boy. scout and
',‘had mede the trin several times as. he ha@ been at the oamp ,
| every year for several years.' That night for supper ve. had
ehile, bread ani butter aﬂd nectar.' After sayyer the Camm -
'” ,;‘31rector gave us a 1itt1e talk about the histdry ef the country>;‘ >
 we were gelng to travel through as well as a few instructieﬂs ‘
rabeut our tﬂp. Ve then rol?ed in for the ﬁight. %heﬂ we
>"fwoke up Monday morning the first thing that we noticea was'
> the smell of pancakes coming from the kitchen, 80 you can
 f‘jimagine the mad:scramble that was on to see-who could get
<:éressed anéywashed firsﬁ. After breakfast we had to Wait o
'flfor &netber party to come in from a. tvim before we caulé start gfﬂ ;
as we had to uee their c&noes, anﬁ gacﬁs.l The §arty arvive& |
’ ﬁ?abeut ten o clcck and wWere tbose boys tired. Ag soon as tbey
: gct unloaded and unpackea we were then each issued what is’f

'called a.Duluth.nack in which we. cnulé put our beé rall

3
-

clothes, toilet artieles and Dersonal belgngings.; They'alsat

e passed @at 4 ponchos -or rain canes, and I was lueky enou&h

-f

| ‘to get one sf them.' They then wave thvee of - us mags for

kemergenoies, 1n cage someacd; got 1ost or the aarty got *‘“
w“*},ksplit up- some- way, and again I was 1ucky enough to ﬁet one

ff;of these, these were in addltion te the guides map which was

?{fa spec*al one and a littla mare detailed than the bnes that we
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The gruﬁ-gaokéfcoﬁsisté@'of a bread(pack ﬁry p&ck,/.'

”:kettle 5ack and tent. @ack these four Qacks all weiahed mver 5~5 E

’»;80 asunﬁs anﬁ cur Qerscnal yacks weiwhed frsm 40 to 70'lb8.:j!;7
We snly had fsuw cances and as there were 11 cf us in the ,; 
‘ﬁarty, counting the gui&e, tbree of the canoes carried tﬁree e
k}peopie &ﬂ@ the oﬁher One twa.’ Each csnoe had to carry its
- own @acﬁs Qlus one of tne grub naoks. | _
In my canoe thsre was Lee ana mysslf and the youngest
 *bo§ on tbe trip whase name wes Homer, he Was onﬁy 13 years

Volé but was a lot of fhﬁ, and sure dié a 1ot tswawd keeping

up our aoral &uriag the loag n&déles\and nortages. _The c&noesfﬁ;

‘5,‘Were 16 3nd 17 feet long &né wewgheé about 150# when you

started a psrtage and about & ton when you finished it.

- As we left the base that aorning I laokeé back’ and all

I could see was. the flag flylng ﬁbove the tveos and 1t was a "ff

really be?utlful 51ght._ We were all issueﬁ paé@les se every-( ,‘
 cne heiwed.pad&le.s I was in the bow of our boat ané Lee in

- the stern. We traveled about 4 miles before we had to make -
Our'first ;grtage,_it was not a verv lcng one nor was t%ev'
fosting very baﬁ but heing the first one th&t we had made
we . thaught it was berrible, however, before the trip was

: over we came to 1earn %ﬁat it realiy was saft - We ate our

s 1unch at the end of tb‘s po”tage which consisted of summer

! sausage and brea& and butter, “the butter was canned and none

‘]of us liked it very well at first ‘but soon got used. to A%,
*'After lunoh the guide told us- abaut the bad S§ot just @head

’f7 of us, it wag the 1argest bcay of water that we Wauld be en, fi

‘“lfand sure ensugh mhen we gat te it and it is celled Bayley




Bay,'thé waves were from é to 8 feet high ’aﬁﬁ aS.ﬁQné‘Ofiqu‘ f;¥{

weve experieneedAenough for tnat kind of Water.' ﬁé‘pulled

' 1nte shore aﬁa waite& for an hour or so for it to calm @ewn a‘ ,
‘1ittle, and when we did trv it it seemed awfully raugh tO‘f”(l
me, but aside frem~theki&ct th&t.all of the canoesg shipped

a lot of ﬁétef no trgublevéas had. At the egé of t@is‘lake‘ 
we cﬁeckeé in at the Canaéi&nkcgstom house and 50&3&3 oﬁf
‘fishing licenses. We then made enother ghcrt and éasy portégéq
/jané began paddling again, an& after abeut an haur 0? thle we
had te port&ge a ramlds which re&}iy was. alot of fun. Absut
‘five chlock we,céme to two portages;th¢§ ‘were very.close
ltggether, aﬁé’théy were long and tﬁe groud was rough.: There%4
'was enly 9b9at 100 yés. of water between the twc, snd the |

guide said that the flshlng was very good in th@re se’Lee and

I decided to do a 11ttle fishing, but no. luek. ?e then made,,‘i‘i""

“the last p ortage alone anﬁ in the éark, and if you ﬁon’t‘<'

 thiﬁk that is fun, Just try it some tiﬂe. We makeyit Ok, then

| paddled te camp which was located that night by a watér falls,f
ané as it wes yretty darg we had to find the camp by the 1ight7
from theirfcampfire. «Fgr sup;er_ws had macarone and cheese
\~and coffee. | . DR |

&very ﬁlght when we decideﬁ to make camp we aiways tock

i

Vbué canoes out of the watev and turnea‘them assiie éawn, then “f“'*

@ltﬁhéd.@&r tsnts, we had tw@ of tbem each holﬁing flve ncys.

;" (mhat nlght however, it ﬁas sc nice out that Lee and E éeoiaeé-j“

i  tc sleep Outsiée with tﬁe guiée, Wns always slept outsiae.

;:ﬁf“ﬁe all slept very ﬁssd that night and would ﬁave h&ﬁ we been




sleeping on a roek §ile because we were plenty tived, after fw
paddling 16 miles ané makin~ four gortages.

The next @ay was abcat the same, we started out with a

goad breakfast of catmeal, prunes and bread and- butter. ,The\
aay consis$ed of ‘three portages and a lot of ﬁaééling That

-night we camped on & large 1sland, which made a perfeet camp

as it had lots of shelter. Before supper another boy arnd
f,myself went. fishing, I caught a medium sized walleye and a
‘ four pouné.northern, ﬁhich broke ny chs ‘in two. = The other‘
3 f boy eaught a.small ncrthern we hung them up in a tree that
| nightvané cleaneﬁ them the next mcrging,ané the'guide,salteé:
'~ £ﬁém ébwn'ané kept them until we caught enough to make a gsal;
‘That night for éupper geiha&'stew, which Was}very?good made
from canned meats and vegetables.‘ Lee and I &gainX31eptvcut~'
8side eut on a ooint of the island. Each §0fning before

bre king Gamp 1f there was anything interesting around we"

would usually spend g little time in looking aroun& or maybé

take a little hike. 5

ﬁednesd&y, being a tough day, we got an early start
80 we culd take a little more time and not have to paddle
se.f&st, I might add that the scenery was very beautifgl and
very much the same during the whole trip, mﬂstly trees, recks
1ake~and streams;fvﬁe passed,through,one area in which there
h&d been a bad fire a- few years ago and as far as you could
see dt was just bl&ck s tumps above the underbrush.‘ In’ the'

,fmiddle of the afterneon of this day we came to another rapids

’ a7éfdecideé that r&tber than port&ge it we Would get aut ana {;5 »"
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Q except that a couple of tbe boys fell dswn ‘and got ﬁretty
wet wnich~proﬁuced a good 1aagh for the rest of us. About

5: uO we came to a lake that was sugpesed to be very gc“d

/fishlng, 80 we fellows in my boat asked the guide if we caalégi5;\f

’~ ston.ané fisﬁ, he saiq that we‘cﬁula but that we had better
s  st&rt for camp ﬂot later than 7 o! cloek ﬁe knew ‘that the
,Qamp Woulé,ﬁe on th next lake but f&iled ﬁo ‘ask him just
. where iﬁ would be, as our mép showed that all the camps wefe‘ifi
- os{t%e right fhﬁﬁﬁ shore'of the iaﬁes.' We fiehea until about
~_sever o clsck and s&ught some real nice enes ﬁoc, taen st&rteé J
>”for caﬂp, the lake that tha camp wag on havbened,to be about
five miles leng and as it was beginaing to get é&rk and we |
cauld see no sign of the camp we b%gan to get a little worrieé ;
and after maédling'the full 1ength ‘of the lake and not finﬁing‘
‘~the camp, and by this time it was pitch dark, we were really
,worﬁieé. We finally deciéeé to ‘go back to the place~where.weik
nad been‘fishing and wait until mo%ﬁing, 30'we’8tarted bac§»‘ 
tracking and afteévabout a mile or so I naaneneg to see azi
-‘_f;re‘across tﬁé,l&ke-from where we were, which turned cut to \
1be our camp,ﬁ It was 11:30 gheﬁiwerfinally go§ there ané be-  /H
| ksides_being rather tired from all é§é paé&1ingﬂI gight eqd ’
| ﬁhat we’were*a?se hangry-v The gui&e’h&&fa big kettle ef\sﬁewf* f?
» anéxrice for us 80 after filling up on tﬁat an@ “eeling good

fabout the five nlce big walleyes that we caught we felt that

© we had had a pretty good day after all We rollea tnto bed =

;V {slent an@il 11 o clock*the next day. ﬁhen we dig get up the

'*f2guiée had the best breakfast ﬂeady that I believe I have ever f~ﬁ'/
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J}éateﬁ.y He had cinamen gancakes and fried fish aﬁd.t&eyééy'

© he fried that fish I thought that we never woum get filled

*Tug; After‘breakfast we started'cn‘our way agaig and that
x &ay.ﬂe had f*ve*éOrtages'ané they were the %orst ones of the
trip. One of them was about a. mile and a quarter long and |
' through a swamp, and up and over big rocks, in some places
we even had to make our own trall. ' We camped that night at
a2 small lake that I think was the most beautiful spot on oar
f:?hOIG‘tPip’ it was down infa~déep ravine énd‘had greét tall |
itrees towering up allfarougd\iﬁ.,’For’supper we had maparsni
and tomatoes anéraé a.1iﬁtl$ spéci31t§,'frésh raisin pie.
‘The ples were made by a boy who was'wériing,cﬁ‘his cooklng
merit ba&ge, and were they gceﬁ.fyﬂe;use& the bottom of a
canoe for his breaébcara to roll eut the crust cat a plece
of a tree limb for a rolling pin and bakeé them in a reflectcr
oven beéide the campfire. The next morning before breaking
7 5camp everyboay went for a swim, as we had such a perfect
: p1aee for it one could stanﬁ up an a huge roek abﬂut twenty
feet ‘above the water and dive just as deep as he wished without
i any fear of ever touching the bottom. After the swim we had /

1breakfast and then the guide took us on a hike to test us on.

" nature study. We had to know the edible frults, plants and

',rests, also the different trees and what they were used for.
| It was. very “interesting an& we all le&rned a lot. Nhile on
'Vfthis hike we climbed one big rock frem which we cculﬁ see’

;#Seven different lakes. After the hike we starte& out on Our .

51&53 fall éay jeurneY-, Bﬁriﬂg our: padéling Byd port&ging

-
FRE o
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‘[Zwe came to a swamp that we were- supposed,to portage but as 1tf'
‘ was about three quarters of a mile portage ve declded to paddle
1'y;through it 1nsteaﬁ, whlch would have been fine, but we had to
go over five beaver dams, which made it a lot harder and’ élrtier

than i1t would have been to make the portage. We finally made

it, hewever, and then had lunch and startea Qut on another

‘big and raugh ‘lake and again shipmed 'a lot of water, and,about  \

: five ) clock it started tc rain and hail ‘and we thought that

we might be in for something, but it only lasted about fifteen
;minutes, which was all the rain thst we had on the whole trip.
| That night I &1& some more fishlng, but my luek was mostly bad.
Saturﬂay m@rninv we broke camp ana pulled into the base
{i :camp at about 11 o clock a t*red but mighty happy bunoh ﬁe
had our dinﬁer, got cleaned up and were ‘then ready for the
“long trip back home. Hod Ludlow took us-baek to Ely where
iﬁ;ﬁe caught the bus for Duluth. Here I sgid goodbye to the féﬁf,,““
"bfhthe gang, who were going back to Morris 3n&}1 stayed over
;'iﬁ Duluth with éb@e friends a ccuple of days and tﬁen;tcok the
#  bus to Grand Forks, and h;teh hiked from there to Devils Lake.
| All 1n all on our trip we paﬁdled abeut 100 miles ‘and

made 36 portages. The food was very good consisting of a

‘~1arge breakfast, sandwicnes for luch and a big meal again at

‘night. >Thé.trip was a lot of work but &130‘3 lot of fun as

_well as being very educational.










