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The 187 Explorer Canoe Trip.

Hach vear the Explorer Scouts of Troap~187 take a canoe trip
from the Region Ten Canoe Base. The Base is on Moose Lake which
is connected with the border chain. The Base is about tweénty-five
miles northeast of Ely,~ﬁinneéota. |

Last summer,following the usual tradition, we called a
council;in‘éugusﬁ to see how many could go. VWe found that there
woﬁld be only six, less than Half. This didnYt‘douse duf,spirité;'
for the fewer there are the farther one can travel. In the
picture of the‘Bath Tub in L0ﬁisa Falls, I am on the left; next
is Stan Langlandj in the back 1s Vie Lynne, our guide: Doug
Thornsjo, Bruce Larson, and Randy Olson follow. Bob Miller our
swamper, took this picture. |

August 29. We all-gathéred at the Base and prenared our-
selves for the trin which was to start the next day. |

August jOi ‘About eight-thirty in the morning we;threw'our‘~
packs on our backs and went,dowﬁ to the lake to select our canoes.
Viec had all the cook packs packed}and as soon as we got our
canoes, we left. We were the second varty to leave the Base,
and we passed the first party before we hit Prairie Portage..

@e then struek out thru Bayley Bay portage into Burk, then to
Sunday, thru Meadow, and into Agnes. We paddled ovér to Louisia
Falls and took a swim above the ﬁreé tops in‘the "Bath Tub", That
is my first pilcture. In the foreground the Palls diob another
Tifty feet. We ate lunch here and vaddled up to Silence Cutoff,

which we reached at 5:00., We had a good start now and had iny
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paddled a total of seven hours. To end a perfect day, there was a
beautiful display of northern lights of manv ecodors.
August 31. Eé rogse fairlv early and broke camn bv about 9:30. :
We paddled up Agnes against a @ind which made it tough. %g
reached Kawnipi at noon and had our lunch on a large rock. After
luﬂeh we set out up Kawa Bay. About 4:00 we reached the mouth be
: o o
the Waweag(Wawtag o1 the map). We met a twog%eek trip coming in
at the mouth of the river. They were camping for the night. ‘fhis
was our second day ogt,'ﬁnd tﬂev were on thelr way home WJth a
week left.  They toid us of a ranger cabin up on Mack Lake?;o
we set our sights on it for the evening_  We paddled up the river
till about 8:00 at night and finally found the creek that lgég to
Mack. It was = éwamp with very little water. We finally got into
Mack just after dark. We were déad:tired after eleven hours of
of paddgling. <+he two-weeker's had told us how to set into the
cabin, and so we set up housgwgeeping in a modest sort of way.
It was a good thing‘that we were in the cabin because it rained
all night. The picture of the log cabin is the one on Mack.
v$;Septembef 1. We slept late and took longer than usual to -
clean the cabin, but we left Mack about lO:BOlor'il:OO. We re-
traséd our steps down the Waweag and into Kawa Béy. Again we had

big waves to fight, and the going was slow. But finally we got

down to the upper edge of the "Island" and ate lunch. All after-

,,,,,

‘noon we paddled li®e dogs down the uvper edge of qunter 8 Island

There Were a lot of short portages around little falls whlch added

flnterest. We wanted to get to Saganagons, for We,had heard -there

was another cabin there. But it was pitch dark when we finished
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the last port%ge, so we found a Camp spot and stopped.' It was
around 10:00”;nd we had paddled almost twelve hours.

September 2. The Miller's have é cabin anVSnow Bank Lake,
and our goal for the day was a spring bed that night. This was -
the stretch. If we made it, we would have two days to loaf, with
only twd portagés between us and the Base.: We ‘paddled thru Lilyvpad,
Jasrer, and Swan to get to the border. It was shorter to go into
Cache Bay, but there's a ranger station there, aﬂd;?“? permit
didn'tvallow‘us to returnf%ﬁ%¥%ayi%e were -returning. We breezed. -
dowﬁ the border, but night was closing in when we portaged into
Bnsigh. When we crossed fnsign it was black. We hunted for the
portage fof»a long time, but eouldn't find it. We couldn't find
a camp site either. So we made one in the dark. It rained agaiﬁ
that night.

September 3. In,ﬁhe daylight it took us two hours to find
the poftage into Boot. - It hadh’t'been used fof vears, 1t was
a long one, perhaps a mile, mavbe more. It was very pretty and
there waé an old lumber camp there. ;frobably'no one had béen
over this trail since the turn of the ééntury. It was a cinch
thru Boot, intQ:$QOW‘Ba§K, to Miller's, and rest.

September 4. Mr. Miller towed ﬁs acfoss Snow Bank to the

Flash Lake portage. We transversed flash and found the portage

“from there to the Base marked about every ten feet with orange

paint. ﬁp t0 this time we had made four portages in the semi-
darkness and one at night, but here in the broad davlight we lost
a ‘trall marked with orange paint. We went on thru the woods but

missed our mark by about four blocks and ended up on the road leadine
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into the Base. They were a little surprised to see us coming
down the road,carrying cenoe and pack from the opposite direction
from that which we were supposed to,

Upon retgrning t0 the Base, we found we were the first 3Scout
trip to come into the Basé the Ensign, Boot; Snow Bank, Flash way,
Also we had taken the longest onei@eek tripo oﬁt of tha‘Bage. We .
already have a bigger trip set for next year and hovpe tb'break our

0ld record. I believe we can<ddithis if the draft daasn@t;ssg'iate

us.




