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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

100 FIRST AVENUE BUILDING, ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA

October 7,1943

Mrs K.G. Bentz .
Region 10 Office
1112 Minnesota Bldg.
St.Paul, Minnesota

Dear Mr.Bentz;

We are enclosihg the Canoce Trip Log Book, by Lew Kehr,
Field Executive, Gemehaven Area Council, and spplication
for Bronze Paddles '

You will note that there are a number of other names
listed on this application. These boys were to have
sent their Cenoce Trip log in to this office and all

the applications were to have been sent in together,
but Mre. Eshr is the only one that sent his Log in and
since it has been such a long time since the Canoe Trip,
evidently the rest of the boys either did not meke up a
Log or else they sent it in to you direct.

Very: sincerely yours,

GAMEHAVEN AREA COUNCIL

0 Aoerr ) |
| ot AN REGEIVED
W | - | ocT- 81943

Regloa Ten Oftice B. & 3,
ST PAUL, MINN.
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Lew Kehr
Field Executive
‘Gamehaven Area Council
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A group of Gameha vren Scouts and Scouters left Rocaester
on the morning of August 10, 1943, bound for tane Charles L.
Somners Filderness Canoe Baqe, by Chartered Bus,

The party was composed of twenty-five Scouts and Scouters
from all over the Area. Included in tae party were: James
Peterson, Alpert Redding and Bert Tab Lake City, Bob

“Jackson of Red ¥ing, Dan Prinzing snd Ju ﬁfowd
Chuck Binger, Don Fagel, Jack Younb, B
of Rochester, John ,uOOLrbaOﬁ Kinenc ruiﬂ@mab Joans and
John Fishbaugher of Winona, Glen ‘Boyum, rice Vincent, Dale

Poffenverger and Darrel Poffenberger and Paul Wilson of Kasson,

and Tom Tj% eling of Soevartv1lle. Aour Scouters were included
in the party; Lee Nelson, District Commiscioner of the Zumbro
Valley District, Carl Jackson District qﬂalrmcp of the VWalainue
District and Ivan Johnson District Commissioner of Wabahue Digs
trict in addition to the writer. ‘ '

Qur route of travel was over US 52, 61, 5TH 33, US 53,

STH 169 Wnd 1.to Ely and thence to Wapton and Moose Lzke over
{ i g@y. Jtoac on the way were made at Forest lLake,
: Tinton, Al Winton the party checked in at
A~ the ﬁanger ut@blaﬁ QrcparatOry to hneading for the Base. -
baze at aboult five o'clock on Honday
teck in, Tents and ponchos W i ;
st the base for one ni CAfter
ta Guides and Hod La
€ »li ' arty 1 k
ai oL Z
d to v
ur [alen: sle,
as Tol Albert
ad , - Jane Hoverteot
1ler Fighba yuut,
AERie , Darr r, Paul
Is ke
Jack
fle
this Log relates the cﬁgerienoeu of the
it turnsd out caught thae wost fish,




Leaving
it to Sucker
At the uoper
guide told us
Portages and nmost 1n@éfestiﬁg portages,
point, we were Lo crosgs on the entire t:ip.
into historic Bu& rood Lake., At the end of the Portag
steaked the two leyes we caugnt and salted them down
fried for g@yper. While tnis was goling on, uqe writer proceded
to fish and had a number of strikes, with Iort following the
bait right up Lo the beach, nowever none of hooxed.

this Freirle

Bagswood Lake wag & large expanse of water, detied with
many Is ds, we learned fr the Guide ti led
Bayley and that at the far side we would check in at tne

ia nger S3tation and buy our Fishi licenses. Bayvley Bay
7 A

, i ng
artially in the United BStates and partly in Cmﬁaﬁa.

age just previous
in and we learned
nt, After checking in
0

PR

The Fishing Party wnich had leflt
5 Ter 5 g‘ﬁ’! O vt}le:ﬁ we

d caughnt no fisn up to tuni
at the Ranger “abin we proceded to car tne Portage
rnich was longer than Df@lrle oy guite dere we enuered
Burke Lake ¢ ﬁd followed through 1t in a Hortiw rd direction.
Aurke was & feirly large Lake indented by man y small bays.

At the upper end of Burke we came to a goruape aroumd a small
Waﬁerfali and followed on into North Bay of Basswood lake

This was a rather large expanse of water and we proceded lﬁ &
QOfun@dbLLrlj direction to a 20 chain portage into Ho Name Lake.
We had some difficulty in finding tnis portage and finally foll-
oved a small stream which also lead into No lame, we found this
stream naviv&hle, elthough we nad to unload the canoes several

times to negotiate several Beaver Dams. The stream ran through
a gvaaaj sechor with many Waterlillies , rushes and "Sguaw" wood,

(’3
jo N

- After entering Eo FHame it was nearly supper time so e
cidet to make Camp for tae night. The Campsite selected on
a pnoint with & bay on either side. OQur guide set about to muke
supper while several of us went out to catch a meal of fish,
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(2)

P%evious to GlS inc writer nad taken two large Northerus

T e

Bay & zithin & few minutes after
tarting Tiame had token two more, Casting towards
small p is > tne shores produced four more
in ouick sucoeﬁ:ion, sg we nad a fine meal of fish for supper.

After suoper we fished some more and took Three more
erns wnich we smoked for tae next days lunch. Duriag the ni
we nhad a slight shower and for =z time 1t-looked as 1f the next

morning might boring more rain. However 1t cleared up saortly
pefore breakfast so we set out agaln asg soon as tne breakiast
dishes were cleaned Uup.

The second days Jjourney started witn a short portage from

No Neme into WeSt after a very short paddle. Astrean with a
waterfall Jjoined the two lakes so we nad to p a short
iﬁcline. West was a long narrow lake and our Canoe picked up

a Walleyve and a Northern osefore we were out very long. =ing
into the far end of Vest Lake we de C‘QEG to try to get ianto

Jeff by means 03 a stream sghown on tune lap. The Stream lead
through swampy country with @rQUMes Rusihes, Bitcher Plants

and Syﬁqyﬂua Mosses on &11 sides. Many Beaver Dams and anouses
were encountered and the going was slow; near the end of the
stream we found an old Portage and found that it lead into a small
pot hole which lead into jeff by another portage., This Pot Hole
turned out to-be the best fiuuln‘ water we found on the entire
*rfp. Some hundred Small Mouth Bass were taken in this Pot Hole,
g1l but nine which were badly hooked were returned to the ber.
These fish struck with gusto and the water seemed not to have
been ngﬂe Tov some time as tney struck abt everytaing and any-
thing presented, A short portage at the end of this Pot Hole lead
to Jeff Lake. ‘ ‘ '

&

Dauallﬁgilu a northeas terlJ direction on Jeff Drou;ut ue to
another QOftmé , leading to Zast Lake, This was & iairly diffi-
cult portage and took some time so vwe decided Lo nave !

lunch
efore going further. Proceding up Jeff“wecchaggﬁd’ﬁire'tionw
and followed the lake southeast to a difficult portage leading
to Agnes. At the end of this portage we held a pov-vom and decided
to go down Agnes to Louisa Falls and sfend the night there,

Agnes 1s a very long Lake, but not wery wide. Lﬂe trip down the

Lake was about four miles long. Two of the three Campsited near
the Falls were tazken so we pulled in at the Ifhird, nearest the
Falls. A group of Girl Scouts from Indiana were swimming in the
bathtub at the Falls so our boys had to wait until they had gone
vefore they could swim. We fished some that evening but with

no success, the lake veing so large that it was difficult to lo-
cate where the fish were, Several of us discussed the possibility
of going up into Louisa and trying for Lakers but declded against
it after seeing the Portage. Instead we decided that we would
head up Agnes again up as far as Silence Cut-off the next day.
After dark we went for a moonlignt paddle and saw & deer swinming
in the Lake. Also heard a number of loud "plunks" which we tho't
were fish but later learned were Beaver,
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out anew. ¥e 5ou,oa0n into camp after midiluﬂt

(3)

¥ On the third day out we encountered a fairly stiff wind,whieh,,

'foruungt@ly for us, was at our backs 50 some of us rigged up

Eoflh Wi

salls and went up uae lake, About five miles up we came 10 & high
point of land with & fine sand beach so we beached our Canoes and
climbed the rocks to look out over the lake, Thne lake secmed to
stretch on ag far as we could see., On the way down we flushed a

number og Grouse wanilch proved to be very tame and allowed us to

come quite close to tnem. The protective coloration of these
Grouse wag s0 good that several of the boys almost stepped on .

them vbefore taey flushed. Another three miles paddle brought us
Lo & Cgmg31te on a small Island and we decided to have lunch here,
This Island vag about 5 mile above the Cut-off and since the wind

wag rebher sirong ve decided to stay at this point until after
the wind died down and to move on towards evening. These plans =
were due to be changed as later developments unfold,

About the middle of the afternoon smoke was observed to be
riging from a point of land jutting out into the ILake. A first
we thought this to be the fire of another group of Campers but
as the smoke became more dense, two of ihe boys went over to-
investigate, 8oon one of the boys came bsck and reporied that

foregt fire had started on tne island . Tnose of us who were in

“camp took alkk the kettles from the Kedtle Pack as well ag the

Axe and Snovel and proceded to fight the fire. About an nour.
later the writer and Ivan Johnson who had been fishing obgerved
the fire and paddled to it at double time, We found the rest

already there. By hard work they had manapged to confine the fire

to & small area on the tip of the island. However, since there
vas & high wind and there seemed danger of the fire getting into
the t*mapr immediately adjacent it was decided to send three of
the party, including the guide back to the Bayley Bay Ranger Stes
tion for help. They set out at about 4:30 facing a heavy head wihd
ant high waves, The sky was cloudy with every nrospect of a bad

£

storm,

Feanwhile the rest of us grobejaa to &cﬁ the fire ungderx
controls The job was a difficult one, butl by forming a bucket
brigade and systematically soaking up the ground we menaged to
keep the fire under control and finally vegan to make neadway,
Avout eight o'clock two of the boys went to our campsite mﬂd
brought back the grub which was prepared on the gpot and the qus
were fed by ghifte,.one group waltching the fire wnile the otaers

“ate supper. ?orva time it rained and thais nelped usg get the fire

under control and by eleven oclock all flames were cuecked and all

glowing spots fere‘ﬁhovougnly soaked down., At this point ws felt

that we could go back Lo camp without danger of t:e fire breskin g
angd got‘a,good

g

s

A
night‘o; sleep.

In the morning we dispabched two boys to
znd they reported having & number of mali fir
out cg&lP About noon the Ranger Flane get dow
did not approach the i gland, apparently they thought tqe fire was
cut, L?ier in the day it broke out agalin, but by uhT time Rengers
nad arrive ay Canoe with Indian Pumps and our voys nelped thenm

S look over tine fire
s whnichn nad broken

e W
no-on the-Lake. sut
9}
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put out the rest of the fire, The ianvers were well pleased with

‘ire under chprl,

tuu‘?érﬁ done by the Scouts in keeping the

I




U Our Guide and the two who went with him to inform the

-~ Rangers of the fire returned at about 2:30 P and after & short

- Pow-wow we decided to pack up snd paddle down the Lake &b the =
Fzlls Cenp site, : p there and set out from that point early
thue next morning. (Wnile fishing in & - -secluded bay during the
afternoon three of us s palr of Otter and stalked them for
gsome time but cou 101 t close enough for & photograpn.) ;
The Moonligut padd the Lake was beautiful, but uneventful
and we >4 [ :

-

c by sticking to
keep out of the wind and succeded
llmouth Zass f which were

fishing kept only

cove ~the ghoreline
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tacking against the wing g 7 paddles a nuwmber-of
times : e of iglands and in the narrows, We finally workéd

: Lake and sailed on down with & crogs wind cut~
‘ the Base with full sail ard




