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THE VOYAGEUR'sS HIGHWAY

Grace Nute

The oldest and‘still,most,heautifui section of the Nofth -
Amgricaanontinemt is the so calledrﬁorthVCOUﬂtry;éloag the
»ﬁiﬁnéSe§aaCanadian border, Composed of the oldest rock foma-
tion eh eafth and explored as early as 1640, it has reééineé
practiéally unchanged for 300 years. Thousands visit and re-

’f“*éach*saﬁmsr»the:landraf the vcyégeuﬂs.;w»ﬁ;~qwmw'

The first invaders of this Wilderness were the French fur
traders; They~weré gradually driven out by the Eritish; the
ﬂlast post beiﬁg abandoned in 1760, While governmenis abroad
| quarreled the rivalry in this cbuntry‘was between the Hudson
Say ﬁc@pany, Northwest Camyaﬁy, and American Fur Company. When
A@erica‘aﬁd,gritain finally settled the bouﬁdafﬁ‘dispute over
: thisrceuntry in‘1842, the Hudson‘Bay Company was the main @Goncern.

When the theory of natural water flow was applied in settling

the dispute the United States was fortunately cheated for Carala

has preserved her forests much better than we.

his sons, hunted for a Nofthwest Passage; Alexander Henry, the
elder; Alexander Mackenzie, first to cross the Horthern part of
North'am&rica; David Thompson who knew the couniry best; Alexande r
,\,\, - fHenry the Yéunger; Dr. Bigsby.

kThe hafdy, fur trapping voyageurs forever singing their folk

songs were tﬁe‘most colorful figures in the country. They were

“Famous men of tbe3be?der{imeludeé La~Ver63dryamwha,dwiih,W NjW,Mw



better campers and canoers than the anians, The pﬂr¢6rmed
unheard of feats,of strength and~endurance.“

The Indlans were another grsup of iﬁterestlng people of -
the North. The Sioux and the Algonquin tribes who forced the
~ Sioux out werﬁ'the chief groups. The Chlppewa of thevﬁlgonquin
Stock seldom kllled whlte men, were very pleabant They lived
on fish, gameﬁkW1ld rice, berrles , and maple sugar. Thelr most

me- was the wigwam., . T T il

Ely greénstone, oldest known formation in the wqid is comme§gko
in the border country as are iron mines, mining now being‘the'
yﬁorth's greatest 1néustry.;,f' |

~Logging once boom 1ndustry has been cut down by the govern-
’ men£ to preserve tne forests. The kill~had begun with earnest
by 1880 and in a few years the colorful lumbergacxs had practlca—’
1ly rulnsd‘cur;ferests.‘ The real monarchs, the Norways, were |
:1 replaceé‘by birchg The lumber jacks Wére asbsingular as the
'v@yageurs. They sang through their simpie:andkdangerous life as
had tne fur trappers. | | S

In,1909 cngress passed an. act creating the Superior. nat-i""”
“icnal Forest and 51multaneausly Camﬂa created Quetico ?rov1n01al
Park. Thus the despoiling period reached an end. rederal
forest offlcers, rangers, and triple C boys protect and adminlst-
 §r 3,000,000 acres for the benefit of pressnt and future gener -

ations.

The book: was intereéting and enlightning.
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. Agcount of My Cance Trip

We began'aur irip‘Wednesday Augﬁét 11 ahaut'B PN with a.parfy of
twelve, Chuck Kendall was gulde and T was. swampsr.(ln.nama only) Aﬁter an
uneventful geurney up to Prairie Portage, through Bayley Bay and,Burka take,
Wé”fznalrﬁwéaﬁpe& on Nér%h.Bay for the evening. Thers was only one tent Ig’"
raznea that night and early the next morning so soma.eftheﬂkids,geiuwet.

We broke camp at 7:30 the haxt marﬂlng and caneed thraughwa,drlzzle that

lastéd»untxi ten, By this time we were en Isabella. Gn the firat pethnle»eut

: of Isabella the 1eaé1ng ¢anoe téok.ths;wreng route although we attempied to

‘flag them back. Hersafter until they eaught up with us on. Hzintyre, T guided

w:th the help of a map, We éam;ad.en Eslniyre that night. Whlle ths guide

was coeking dinner a sea gull flew down beside us and bad its £i11 of bacén.

We had geoen only one cance party this day -and saw. only one. mora all. week.

Five fish. were eaughtwhlch we cansidered,falrly good Judglngwthe tims. weyflshed.’
Anglers had more luek later on,. hawever, when,.  fer 1nstance, & nins pound
ﬁérthern wes caughﬁ. “That night we sisgt in canees;and saw the nsrthsrn llghts.

- «Ftldaygmepnlng«we,backed;a head wind all,ihe,way down McIntyre and Brent.

Bill Miller from Iowa and T were,guidingufﬁr,euryéaldvpaﬁdia; Near.thgleas% end

of Brent is a iarge.paninsaia whi¢h;yau“musifgefaroﬁnd,in”nrdarmtowreach,%he’
portage into Earky.»‘Bilinandbi{decidad ﬁﬁ.pariagemﬁsrésssthashsck.af thsv§enins

sula instesd of peddling around it ageinst the wind, We portaged across and

~ found curselves in & pothole which was shown as a marrews of Brent on the map.
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e pnrtaged~ont,éf this inte the éthér part éf;Ereni¢ Neither the partage inteo
er out of this poth@le appéared t0 have been used for many years, 86, as the

Voyageur's of old did, we named the pothole ériggmlllar:Laka¢and,tns,partage,

Iétéia portage. The pertage iﬁta,narky~wasla killer,aésgesiaily4for those who

. found out too late that they ceuld net shéét.thewragidsAandxyadutamwaée~théir

cahoes through. Bxll and I cooked the meal that night on Darky and it wasn't
bad, geod in facf.~

... $eturdey morning we saw the Indian paintings on Darky, then portaged imto

Argo where we swam, fished, and ate lunch, Thatfafternoanﬂwhila,paddling’dewn
to Crooked we sew a ranger plane, the only one we saw all week. Campers,too,
werérscareér., I tried a new method of bow paddling, that of facing your stern

partner 8o you can see who your talking to, (te whom you are talking). 14

' works-swell in open sxpanseé of lake and-whan.speed,ian?t~assanti&l.

f8n~Cr¢6ked Rake we picked blueberries and had.pie that,night<bﬁsid9~0urtain

Palls, Near Curtain Falls is an inberesting abandaned lumbering-camp,
 Sundey morning wa,yantvup,tefkebecca Falls and back down Crooked Lake
~té;ﬁbééa Bay. This paddle was anevsntful excépiythai;we.ﬂidn}t.know;whgie we
were part of the time, , UL T e S
L Thé _next dey we paddled the rest: ef Greaked, saw. the painted recks and the
falls. . We contznuedvdawn‘Basswe&d into. Wind Bay. and over into-Wind Lake where
we stayed for the night., Tuesdey mérning we ?adﬁlad intavihe base.'

The food on this trip was excellent.. The trip itself was just as fun as the

_previous two I have gone on. Trips in this country dén:t.grbw.bldelth¢su¢easslen.

There is always something new to learn and something different to asee.
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. Have fun wading through this account,










