
PHONE 445AREA OFFICE—Vil l age Hal l , Hibbing, Min n .

HEADWATERS AREA COUNCIL

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Dr. EJtH.Rynearson 
Rochester, Minnesota

Dear Dr. Rynearson:

I don’t know why it is but every time I get in 
a tough spot or a brain storm of some sort, I write 
to you.— No, not every time or you would be hearing 
from me much more often than you do.

How can you help?— Honestly I don’t Know out ao 
you mind if I write anyway? \

I’m enclosing a letter I wrote to Mr. Pote some 
time ago and also his reply.

I was never cut out for carrying on with this 
sort of work. Since I wrote Mr. Pote I feel that I 
have accomplished quit a lot here and I realize I’m 
getting some good experience here that I could get 
nowhere else. Sometimes I think I have a pretty good 
job afterall and that I should hold on to it and at 
other times it’s much the opposite. Sometimes I look 
to the future of the canoe base but it’s practical chances 
are pretty slim. Then, I’ve been told that I’m**being 
kept on the shelf”rso that I might be available at the 
canoe base for three months out of the year. Maybe I 
should be satisfied with this? Perhaps in normal times 
I would be better satisfied.

I'm 30 years old this month, have a wife and two 
children and am expecting another next summer. (We have 
told nobody as yet.) I'm making §1800 with no outlook 
of getting any more for some time.

I’ve had a chance to go to Alaska at nearly §§00 
a month, to Brazil as a Jr. forester in surch for Rubber 
Trees at §300 per month and all expenses. If I’d have 
been single I’d have gone.

1122̂ - Minnesota Ave. 
Bemidji, Minnesota 
January 23, 1943



Then I've wondered if I really tried, if I couldn't 
get a much better job in Scouting— if they thought they'Id 
loose me— or else. When I was at the national training 
school for Scout Executives MacDonald, former Mat'1 Director 
of Camping, told me I should have a job right at the 
Schiff Reservation or under Capt. Mills in the Health 
and Safety Division or at Philmont and didn't see why 
I couldn't get it. I don't know that I am prepared for 
any of those jobs however but I'd surely be willing to 
take special training.

I guess there's no job I'm really prepared for.
I can paddle a canoe but that that doesn't cut any ice 
under Hitler. I could take a factory job but where would 
I be after the war?

I don't know just why I'm troubling you again with 
all of my troubles, you no doubt have enough of your own.
I most certainly don't expect you ho have a solution to 
them. I feel more like distroying this than mailing it 
to you.

Sincerely yours



AREA OFFICE—Vil l age Hal l , Hibbing, Minn . PHONE 445

HEADWATERS AREA COUNCIL

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

1122̂ - Minnesota Ave.
Bemidji, Minnesota 
February 10, 1943

Dr. E.H.Rynearson 
Rochester, Minnesota

Dear Dr. Rynearson:

I have a letter here to you sealed up and all 
stamped which I wrote you some time ago. I’ve neglected 
to mail it purposely because of it’s contents. Now 
I’ve forgotten most of the details of it except for 
it’s general substance. I think the biggest reason 
that I didn’t mail it was because it had no spicific 
purpose. I wondered why you should want to be bothered 
with more of my troubles. Things haven’t changed but 
now I ’m going to mail it to you because I have a lot 
of confidence in you and am wondering if you could 
give me any advice.

Last week I was offered a job as a special 
Camping Executive at Berkly, Calf, at $2100; and $300 
a year expenses. I turned it down because I make- 
equal to that here considering living expenses.

In professional Scout work I always dreaded the 
day when the financial drives come and I now am experienc 
ing my first. We are hsklf way through our drive here 
and to my suprise I have enjoyed it more than any of 
my work as an executive— something happens, things are 
actually acomplished, work is prepared and spMifie 
things are done that can be seen on black and white.

The other work we have has little measurement 
as to accomplishment or failure accgjrt that of more 
or less Scouts or troops and even that doesn’t mean 
that any real good is coming out of it. One can 
start many new troops IN NAME and get many new Scouts 
IN NAME but that doesn’t mean that they are doing real 
Scouting. Many Scoutmasters get over some real Scouting 
to many many boys with just 8 signed up D3& registered.
He may do some real Scouting with those boys but still 
on the records they shomono advancement. Again another 
Scoutmaster can have a full troop with pleaty ©£ advancement 
on the records but still his boys are not getting Scouting.



I can certainly enjoy most any work when I can 
see things being accomplished but it is certainly 
hard to in this game.

Tomorrow I go to Grand Rapids— I was there 
last month, spent two days there which cost the Council 
pretty close to §30.00.(my salary for two days plus 
my traveling expenses) When I left there I tried so 
sum up what I had accomplished and couldn’t. I saw 
many men, worked out plans with them, complimented 
some of them*on their work, — but what did I accomplish? 
Many times I think things would have been better off 
in some places if I hadn’t have come there. Sometimes 
I can't sell myself, sometimes ,men loose confidence and 
I’m unable to do anything about it. Tomorrow I go back 
there and what will I accomplish? A bad enough way to 
start a trip.

I was never cut out for this. I still feel that 
I could stick by it and accomplish just as much as many 
other executives I know, draw a salary, and stick by 
•it for life as a fair way of making a living but I 
doubt If I want to do that,

No telling, E'm liable not to mail this letter
too.

How's the family? Think I'll enclose a shot 
of Martha and .Mary which you. can send back sometime 
when y o u  write.

Sincerely yours,
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Dear  Edd ie:-
We cont inue to have advice f r om New Yor k t hat  t he new manual  on Campor ees

WOULD BE READY FOR USE LATE IN FEBRUARY OR EARLY MARCH. For THAT REASON IT HAS 
SEEMED ILLOGICAL FOR US TOGO AHEAD WITH THE VOLUMINOUS REPRODUCTION OF A CAMPOREE
Manual  of our own. If  t hey make good on the March 1st  dat e, I t hink we shoul d
WAIT. If  IT GOES AFTER THAT TIME, I don’ t  SEE HOW WE CAN AFFORD TO WAIT BECAUSE 
PLANS FOR a CAMPOREE MUST BE DEVELOPED ALONG TIME AHEAD TO MAKE IT EFFECTIVE. Do 
YOU APPROVE?

We now have Mr . Dunning’s paint ing  of t he Ganoe Base, and it  is a spl endid 
JOB. We EXPECT TO HAVE Mr • DuNNING WITH US FOR THE MEETING ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 
AND WILL HAVE HIM MAKE THE PRESENTATION TO Mr . SqmMERS. I WOULD SURE LIKE TO HAVE 
YOU WITH US, BUT I REALIZE HOW DIFFICULT THAT WOULD BE.

At  THAT SAME MEETING WE ALSO EXPECT TO GET APPROVAL TO GO AHEAD WITH THE 
Canoe Base oper at ion t h is summer  and pl an t o empl oy Ludl ow as dir ect or  for  t hr ee
MONTHS. I THINK IT WOULD BE WELL FOR YOU TO WRITE A LETTER WHICH COULD BE READ 
TO THE COMMITTEE INCLUDING YOUR SUGGESTIONS IN THE CAMPING FIELD WHICH YOU FEEL
t he Regional  Commit t ee shoul d consider .

our s,
OF AIMER ICA

Kenni : t h ^S*—Bent  2 
Regional  Execut ive

F
" BE PREPARED” "DO A GOOD TURN DAILY”



NEW CANOE BASE PRESENTATION 
FRIDAY NIGHT

• Movies OF DEDICATION AMD I9M̂  Tr ips - R* 0. Hasman

• Sl ic es of Canoe Base Const r uct ion, Dedic at io n, and Scenes of  Tr ips «
K* G# Bent z

• Dr # Rynear son Repor t s
A) Finance -

Income. Ment ion espec ial l y t hose bar ked r ed.
S/LE OF STEAMBOAT FARM TO START THE FUND OUT WE RETAINED 
22 ACRES OF WOODS A MB SHORE LINE AS A PERMANENT ttCABP
Boyesen"

Expendt t or es. Ment ion espec ial l y work of  Hod Ludl ow#

B) Car e f or  Wint er s
Me® sat e (al r eady in ). Compl et e oover ase insur ance. Car et aker  
pr obl em. The equipment  is in sood shape, l ar sest  f l eet  of  f ine
CANOES, OVER flOCO SPENT ON EQUIPMENT THIS YEAR WITH TEN HE®
CANOES ADDED.

C) Future Plans:
I. Secur e aut hor izat ion f or  pur chase of  t he neishbor im© f or t y acr es

NEAR THE CAMP AS PROTECTION ASA INST POSSIBLE NEIQHBORS, TO BE 
USED AS SAMPINS SITES#

2* Fur t her  impr ovement  of  par kins ar ea and r oad ©r avel ins#
Meed to pay d ef ic it  of  $1}T0* (Th is cover s sat e const r uct ion, et c#)

3* Publ ic  t hank Brown & Bisel o ®# ’•Br ochur es" cont r ibut ed at  a cost  
TO THEM of around #800#00.

4# Pr esent  each man w it h a new pic t ur e of  t he Base#
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Mr, Horace J, Ludlow
il22'| Minnesota Avtmt**
BealdJI* Mtw»*eie

Bear Modi

8nclo«ed is a ©spy of a letter which I have 
■written to Hal Pote. Lot m  know what yen think of 
it. Please da not leave Scouting until some of us 
haw a chance to #«# if -m «an*t find the rl^tt epet 
for yea and year fine family,

I am turning to yen your picture, and I 
can't tell you hew natch pleasure it has given your 
many friends here to see this* I d«a*t blast® yea 
end year wife for being proud of these two kids, 
and I am quite delighted to know that a third baby 
is on the way*

Dr, Howard 3ray spoke to me the ether night 
and said tl»t his great ambition for this year was 
to come up to the canoe base* and we will have to 
get to work and see if we oaaft plan seme such event 
when things open up,

I hope that you know that 1 am %*&!&& y#t* 
awl moot. anxious to do anything that t  «*»*

eorttally yiwiw*

8* I*  Hyaearsoa* M*p*
Stlfltas# 
InclosQ re





9m m t rmh&mwg Sf# l*4S

MW* * $*p?.0* *M* «**4 If ?*« tM«& »* «*itli to tfclft
wiiMwaufer * **mtx %« gi«4 t# &&««**• i% wt-tfe &t*« ,*» tur «**M» 1•&*&& %# to Jaws? y**o <* tit*** tJWHMfkt* of att***
1 *m «#*t*£*i of «»* itfctlig* *Mt tfc*t ft t&*fe tuo feM ftttty %*£«%# 
t* ttPttt J»4» to teift #ŵ r trm  £«***t*tgf ,

Jftoot forum,

X* 8# %twM#*o»# u* f>*
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(ESTABLISHED IN 1882)

WlHmaOBatWATEaB <MBn»mAXdTRflBlKCn[ABKlHXIMBI 
SIXTH AND W ACOUTA STREETS

a^ nrv

February 18, 1943

Dr. 35. H. Rynerson,
Mayo Clinic,
Rochester, Minnesota

Friend 1. H:

The 80th Birthday Party for Dad Drew yes-, 
terday evening, was really a very nice affair and 
we missed you. About 1B5 letters were received.
These were nicely bound and presented to Dad. A few 
of, these were read aloud,, one of them being yours.
A'pot of gold" containing eighty silver dollars was 
also presented, including one extra one beautifully 
packaged with a cellophane front, as we kids used 
to say, "to grow on,T.

I hope you are planning on attending the 
next Executive Committee Meeting a week from tomorrow. 
We will need you there, as we want to make our plans 
for the summer'projects.

-Do you know Howard Evans, and what do you 
think of this proposition of officially recognizing 
his work as Chairman of Hospital Visiting Committee, 
Mayo Clinic? - (I:question it).

Sincerely and cordially yours,

1/
Charles L. Sommers, Chairman 

Region Ten - B. S. A.
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m  jfekct Fi ttli Streak 

Bikini i*«eX*

S#«r Mr*. §#8ta#r*|.

t& aft fc you v e r y  nucfc f o r  y o u r  a l o e  l e t t e r
of  f#t> «M3 »y I S *  I  air. f e l t .®  lastjtpy i f c* t  Dad  
8 r e * * #  M r t M f cy  p f er t y  w ent  o f f  so   well*

As f a r  bo ,!f t ad"  A vans i s  co n ce r n ed , 1 »n 
n o t  su r e  t h a t  you  r a a e a b e r  b i o *  Ee  fcao b een  
v er y  a c t i v e  i n  Sco u t i n g  f o r  150 y e a r s an t  t a k e *  
a g r e a t  d ea l  o f  g r id ©  i s  hi®  v i s i t a t i o n # ,  Be 
i s  d o in g  a g ran d  jo b  o f  t i l l s  b u t  1 doub t  
w h et h er  he sh o u ld  Lav e & Reg io n al . ap p o in t m en t  
as t h e l i f t yo C l i n i c  i s  so t  an x io u s t o  have 
p u b l i c i t y  o f  t h i s  o r  an y  o t h er  so r t *  %'bat you  
m ig h t  do i s  t o  w i t ®  hiss a n i c e  n o t e  o f  ee» *  
g r a i u l a i t o a #  aad  t  e l l  b in . t h a t  R a t i o n a l  r e g u l a ­
t i o n #  p r ev en t  m ak ing  & p p si» i t a® o is w h ich  so  d i r e c t l y  
o o aeem  one Co in ed !  1. t i t  t h a t  you  von  14 l i f e®  
t o  h ave t h e  p l e a su r e  o f  r o o o g si& in g  b l n  
y u b l i o i y  a t  t h e  n ex t  Reg io n a l  m eet in g *  E#
 would b e d e l i g h t e d  t o  o ® w  and 1 t h i n k  m er i t #
4 Util# att®»tio» of tM# ##:rk*

I  k b  M w y  I  Qtktmai g e t  up  on f r i f i s y *  
b a t  I  m  sen d in g  1 ,  a l e t t e r  w h ich  o u t l i n e #  some 
o f  a y  v i ew * *

M o st  c o r d i a l l y  y o u r # *

1.* 1 *  Ryu ear # # # *  I I ,  f t *



Region Tea SxattRtl** ClWiltim  /

Sear Sira*

X am terry that olrctnasiAaioe# are going t« fere© * let ef as to 
forego the pleasure ef bh®§® monthly meetings bat at long at there are 
as many thug# and ©ui-threats living locally as there are you are
at eared a fair turnout*

1.# Bents know* pretty well h w  X feel about the camping situation,
which if that with the change# which the War is proAeelag we are going 
to have to revolutionize sur -thought# sa camping# So longer are w© 
going to he able to have Council Camps set up in just one spot in a 
large Council and expect the hoys and their loader# to «w« great 
distances to attend, dome Counoil Camps are so situated that they ©as 
he used; ©there may have to be slated* 2a many ways 2 think this will 
he a good thingt lor it is going to decentralize camping and the 
individual Matriots are going to have to set ap their own plant la 
terms of the individual Troops* This it going to to acre for troop 
Comping than wa have bean able to accompli#! aster ordinary peacetime 
conditions. X* can show you the type of latter and the typo of 
literature whisk we are going to send out. Br* Bay Seating, the 
flew Council Chairman her®, is making plant to have camps is ail of 
our District# and* ms a matter of fact, they say be held is several 
part# of each District, using a mobile field mage and our snap truck* 
The program is getog to be aimed not only at giving the bay# a t m  
day#* camping but in training both the boys and their leader# is the 
principles of twelve-months* oaiapiug*

finally, s word about the Charlo# h* Sommers’ ?: litem©#® Canoe 
Base Camp* X am very much in favor of opening this as soon a# 
possible with Bod hudlow. a# the director* Halfway from Ely to the 
Gamp w@ will set up an overnight ©amp and hoys will he encourages to 
hike from ily to the Base Comp* Ail of tbo activities from the Camp 
will he more informal hut we*11 give the hoy# just as much of 
adventure and probably teach thorn more solfwrellanee than la ear past 
type of program*

Finally, X should like to ask all of you to think about Hod 
Ludlow without making any decision* It 1« nay opinion that ho has 
character traits and Earth Wood#* knowledge which we are not likely 
to find is another man in many years. 2 seriously doubt whether 
ho ever will make an Executive but there are those who will disagree 
with me and yon may be right* In any event, what X would like to set 
would he some interested Individual who would he willing to create 
"Baytoa** Regional Camping Director" or "The Charle# Ward Regional 
Camping Director" and give Hod the responsibility of pushing twelve- 
month# * camping in our Region* During the summer months he would be 
at the Canoe Base and during much of the rest of the year be would be 
in different Councils actually camping with the hoys and their leaders 
and teaching camping by demonstration rather than by didactic lectures* 
Maybe the idea*# all wet bat it*# one that X have talked over informally 
with some of.you and would like to have all of you consider*

it* iiMif
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Aa« sow, if Bin j}«w*a will % m -in.- M #  $%»m
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1* 1* Sfej
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Dr. E, H. Rynear son 
Mayo Cl in ic  
Rochest er , Minnesot a

Dear  Doctor  Eodie :-
Sur e pl eases to have your  mot e,
Dudl ey Fit z was her e and we had l unch wit h R. J. Hagman. Fit z was al so to see 

Ar t  Lar kin, Pr esident  of  t he Minneapo l is Council  yest er day af t er noon. He cer t ainl y
TAKES HIS JOB SERIOUSLY AND HAS RAISED $328.00 MOST.LY IN HIS OWN C©UNC 1 L FOR THE
Canoe Base Devel opment  Fund, It was a pl easur e t o see him work on Mr , Hagman yes­
t er day,

I don’ t  know whet her  I r epor t ed t hat  we wer e abl e t o buy t he f or t y acr e t r act
OF LAND OR not , BUT WE DID BUY IT A fl.00 AN ACRE. DUDLEY Ft TZ PERSONALLY GAVE US 
THE MONEY TO PAY FOR IT. The NEXT MOVE I THINK WE SHOULD ®AKE STEPS TO TRY TO TRADE 
THIS NEW FORTY OF OURS FOR THE FORTY ACRE TRACT ON WHICH OUR CABIN IS LOCATED, I 
DON’T KNOW HOW TICKLISH A JOB LIKE THAT IS GOING TO BE, BUT I AM CERTAIN IT IS GOING 
TO HAVE TO BE CAREFULLY HANDLES. PERHAPS WE SHOULD TALK ABOUT IT AT THE REGIONAL
Meet ing in November .

Paul  HesseR seems to be r ecover ing nic el y f r om h is ser ious il l ness. It  seems
THAT HE COLLAPSED AT HOME WITH ULCER HEMORRHAGES, WAS RUSHED TO THE HOSPITAL, AND 
RECEIVED SOME BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS WHIGH HELPED TO PUDL HIM THROUGH. I SUPPOSE THAT 
MEANS A LONG GRIND OF SEVERAL WEEKS AND PERHAPS MONTHS TO GET HIM BACK ENTIRELY ON 
THE JOB, He WAS TAKEN HOME EARLY THIS WEEK IN AN AMBULANCE BUT STILL DOES NOT WANT 
VISITORS. YOU COULD DROP HIM A NOTE AT 1395 W* I DAHL, ST, PaUL 4,

Wil l  miss you at  t he Regional  Meet ing the l ast  Fr iday noon 
WOULD OF COURSE RATHER HAVE YOU COME FOR THE TWO-DAY SESSION IN

OF THIS MONTH BUT
Noves© er »

" BE PREPAREDF

Cord i al l y,
OF AMERICA

Bent  z
Reg Aon av Ex ecu t  i ve

/ y'.-i --

- , j
" D O  A G O O D  T U R N  DAILY”



ttewesttoer 1, 1943

Mr* i* <f* fat'll ow 
1213 Dewey Avenue 
SiMtldJi, Minnesota

Dear let#

f hare delayed m m m l m g  year nice long letter until 
1 could go over to faireont and discuss the whole thing with 
iai ftiBm I shall also dieoust this with you at the Regional 
meeting# although with lootor Heine* out of town* I can he 
there only for Friday night* I know what I hare dene 1# the 
right thing to do and that is X have asked Mr* learner* - to »jr» 
point Bud fits as Ch&tna&a of the Camping Committee* Bad it 
Older* muoh mare experienced* and la resigning several ether 
Joh* te give were tlm  to the development <£ camping in scouting 
Shi* doe* not mean that I am dropping entf it eintply mmrn that' 
y m  will have two of «* in there battling for the Ideals and 
principle* which you haw *o clearly elucidated*

X am also honest in saying that X am aiding them 
to make this change because of Hod !*»dl«w* X® ether word.#*
1 thought that with this new setup* imd can throw hit weight 
around better and can arrange things for your s»tlsfaction 
and advancement#

fhi# note cannot he long enough to go into detail* 
hut when I see you we shall haw a good paw-wow.

Cordially yours,

1* fl, lynearfoa# M.B#

liljhf



AREA OFFICE—Vil l age Hal l , Hibbing, Min n .

HEADWATERS AREA COUNCIL

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

PHONE 445

1213 Dewey Ave.
Bemidji, Minnesota 
October 3, 1943

Dear Dr, Rynearson:

Back on the job in Bemidji again after a fairly 
successful season at the canoe base. We were pretty 
busy there all at once and it was a lot of fun. As 
the Scouts came in most any day of the week this year 
of course they had to be taken back to town most every 
day of the week so the only trip I got to go out on 
myself was the first one of the swason but I ?/as busy 
there anyway and that’s what counts.

I got a chance to do a much better job on closing 
up the place this year. Everything in the line of equip 
ment is in the front room this year. The canoes are all 
on racks instead of being piled up like cord wood like 
before which wasn't any too good for them. The kitchen, 
Store room, and upstairs are completely free of junk 
and there are no shutters nailed on this time so if it 
is your intention to visit up there this fall everything 
will be in better shape. One can deer hunt 5 miles on 
each side of the Furnberg road this year you know and 
this includes the canoe base and property around. It 
should make a good place for that. There is a fair amount 
of wood on hand too though it might be well to throw in 
a sack of coal for the kitchen shove should you deside 
to go up. ' X realize you couldn’t drive very easily but 
I’m sure Sig Olson of Ely would take you or anyone out.

Hope I can get up to Vermilion deer season. You 
had better come up there. I’ll guarentee you get one.

Shortly after you wrote Mr. Pote (you sent me a copy 
of the letter) last winter I got an offer from Berkley 
Calif. I think it came through the Regional office and 
forwarded to my Hibbing office and Matty read the telegram 
over the phone to me. Offered me a job as special camp 
executive at .|2000 a year.



I am getting $1800 and thought that a job out there 
at §2000 would be less than I’m getting here considering 
the higher living cost out there. And after thinking it 
over I turned the job down.

This last month when I was down to the Executives 
conference in Minneapolis Harradd Alvord mentioned the 
job and kind of wondered why I didn’t accept it and want 
on to explain what opportunities I would have had there 
and that I would have been making much more etc. by now 
and mentioned that he knew the men out there being as 
he came from that part of the country and that it would 
have really been something for me.

I don’t beleive Harrald was trying to make me wish 
I had gone out there. It was just talked of in a conversa 
tion I had with him. I do sort of wish however that I’D 
have known those particulars at the time however because 
1 probably would have accepted.

This much came out of your letter anyway. Thanks 
for writing.

On talking to the Regional men and National men down 
there about my future most of them advise me, if I want 
to advance or go any place In Scouting that I should drop 
this canoe base idea, forget the camping end, and stick 
to streight executive work. They point out that I’ve had 
my day at the canoe base, made a good tMng of it and 
that It might be well to drop it now that they can get 
a man easily to take my place there. That there will 
never be any future to a camping job in Scouting, never 
a chance to makfe anything of myself in Scouting.

This is a bone I have to pick with Scouting in general 
All the time Scouting shouts ”$/£duting is three-fourths 
of Scouting” "Camping is Scouting” ”Ask any man what he 
remembers of his Scouting experience and he says it is 
the camping he did” etc. Yet Scouting has been going 
down hill in camping for ten years and here is what I 
lay it ttst Every time they get a man who is interested 
in Gamping or is a good camp man they either make an 
office executive in streight Scout work out of him or 
they don’t pay their camp men enough to keep him and 
the YMCA gets him or he is in an office in Scouting with 
no contact with the work he is most interested in.
Look at George Wyckoff, H.jB.Rouzer, Carl Chase, and many 
others--all camp men. If money was raised so that these 
men could do camping and earn a living doing it, Scouting 
would be three-fourths camping in this Region and I’d 
bet that membership and all the rest' would take care of 
itself.
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Back in the old days of Scouting the Executives were 
campers and the Executives ran the camps in those days 
and all will admit that camping was accomplished in those 
days and that hoys had a better experience in Scouting. 
Perhaps the Executives aren’t the ones who should be 
away from their jobs doing camping but they should have 
made up for it there in some way. I think Scouting has 
to begin to realize this and do something about it 
because you know as well as I that kids aren’t getting 
much of a camp experience in their Scouting experience 
in most councils these days and isn’t this the reason?

Orland Thornsjo, in the service now, hut on the 
Minneapolis camp staff this stammer and a peach if there 
ever was one thinks about the same way as I do about 
this--thinks that Scouting is going to go to the dogs 
if they don’t do something about their camping.
He wants me to go in with him and run a private boy’s 
camp after the war. Start with a peice of land in the 
woods and an old sewing machine and some tools and oanuass. 
Let the boys come and make their own tents, packs, sleeping 
bags, put up their wwn lean-to’s and really CAMP.

We were discussing the canoe base itself. I don’t 
want to belittle it believe me but one can realize that 
big money was spent there for something which is certainly 
grand and all of us older folks marvel at a log building 
like that hut it’s a fact that a 12 or 14 year old hoy 
comes there and he doesn’t marvel at anything. He takes 
it for granted. He wants to get out on the canoe trips 
where he can camp, where he can meet a challenge, have 
ah experience.

We were wondering a little if the seme money had been 
put into lot3 of good leadership, equipment, etc. and 
none into a building, just what the difference might be 
in actual camping gotten over to the hoy.

I’m certainly not trying to run down the canoe base 
and I still have the same feeling towards it that I always 
had but I do think that there is now all the more reason 
to hack up that building with as good leadership and this 
takes money. We’re still plenty short of equipment.
The guides were fairly good, probably as good as could 
be had in these times but when times are so that men with 
caraping ability and the ability to put it over in the 
right Scouting way, can be had, the canoe base should 
have them.



We had a group from Chicago this summer. Four men 
leaders and six Scouts. The men said, Wwe can't stand 
these long trips now we want a short one. We’re on our 
vacation. We want to go to Newfound lake (the first lake 
north of Moose) and camp for the week.** We gave them 
the usual campfire program at the base and discribed 
and told about the country and Voyageurs of old thinking 
they might still change their mindeje and at least go 
out one days’ paddle from the base into Canada. But 
no. They went to Newfound— a two hour paddle and sat 
there all week. They insisted on cooking on gas stoves 
which they had brought along and on having more fresh 
veg. etc. than we provided.

I noticed that these men packed the boys' packs for 
them, told them what to do every minute etc. besides 
planning their trip for them. The kids would have gone 
on a good trip if it weren't for the men.

This is just a sample of how lots of troops are run. 
How lots of camping is done.. The men enjoyed themselves 
said the guide bhfe the kids got along. They didn't have 
any challenge.

I could write a book on what I've seen In a few of 
the Scouts who have come up to the base and went out by 
themselves— no leader and no guide for three or four weeks 
They've come back with tears In their eyes because they 
had to go home. They had a lifetime experience. They 
got out where there were no trails to follow, where few 
if anyone had been, had gotten lost--not lost but turned 
around, they had been completely played out to the point 
where they couldn't portage another step and had to stay 
there on the trail over night. They had had a challenge. 
They've said they actually cried when mired in a swamp 
and couldn't go any farther— cried like a kid in a foot 
ball game does when he's taken out in the middle of the 
same.

Camping doesn't have to be tough but it does have 
to have that which nobody is giving it these days.

I'm afraid I've written you another one of Bthose 
letters”. I hardly ment to when I started.

I feel as though I'm doing a little something here 
In Bemldji only because there is nobady at present to 
take my place. If there were//^ men to take my place 
right now I'd step out and let them have it. I believe 
it's doing me good however because I find it easier all 
the time to do more talMgg and meet more people.

The family is getting along fine and Martha is in. 
the first grade now. Hope yours are all okay.



Don't take me too seriously in this letter. I’ll 
probably wish I’d never have written it. I only feel 
like doing something like this once in a blue moon.
I’m really enjoying it here though sometimes I do think 
I could do mtanewhat better in supporting my family if 
I made a change but this can wait.

r

Sincerely yours,



Fairmont, Minnesota 
October 16, 194-3

Dr. Eynearson: .

Our district Boy Scout meeting will be at the Methodist Church here in 
Fairmont on the evening of October 22nd.

lour letter from Hod is returned attached. Hod brings up several points 
that have a long time been bothering me and they cannot be covered 
completely by letter and require considerable conversation to cover.

For years in scouting they have been looking more for numbers than quality 
and I believe that is the difficulty. We have it in our churches and 
through it we are lowering our spirituality.

Then too, we are operating too much by charts and graphs instead of by 
equipment,and our treatment of scout executives if we were to apply it to 
the boys would mean that no boy would get to be an Eagle until after all 
of the boys who entered scouting before him had attained that rank and 
that fundamentally is wrong. Each one of our scout executives has or 
should have his own particular strong points. Hod's is camping and 
particularly activities connected with the north country; Carl Chase's 
place is in the north country and their talents should be used there.

Here in this council we have a mighty fine young fellow as a field ex 
ecutive. Le© McCarthy is his name. When Carl Chase was taken from us 
a year or so ago we were not permitted to promote him and had another 
executive jammed down our throats. I will admit that Peter Paulson, 
the executive we took under protest, did a good job. Now he is called 
into service and because of the notion that a field executive should not 
be promoted to scout executive in the area where he is working, we are 
not permitted to promote him. However, we have increased his salary, he 
is doing the scout executive's work, and we will not care much here in 
this council whether we hire a scout executive or not, but 1 maintain 
that if a fellow has the stuff he should be kept in the work he is best 
fitted for and have the knowledge and the incentive that his efforts will 
determine his advancement.

This is a point that I have quarreled with the regional office on and 
to me is the cause and what is fundamentally behind Hod's letter of 
October 3rd.

Knowing what 1 do about what scouting will do for the individual boy,
I am, in spite of these things, doing what I can for scouting, feeling 
that ultimately things like this will be ironed out. A couple of years-



Dr. Rynearson —<c— October 16, 194-3

ago the "Jeep”, Ed Wolverton and Dick Levine were having what they called 
a "bull session”, gall three of them had been asked to consider scouting 
as a profession but in this bull session they decided - they wanted none of 
it for scouting was coming to be more for the executives and professionals 
than the individual boy. This is rather a severe indictment of the 
system under which scouting is now being operated but 1 believe that Hod 
Ludlon's letter of October 3rd is an indication of that very thing.

In industry we try and fit men into the places that they are best adapted 
for, we try and use their, talents and we try and hold for them the in 
centive for advancement as they excel and I feel we are not doing that 
in scouting.

Perhaps when you are here next week we can touch on some of these things, 
and 1 assure you they are close to my hearjfr.

Sincerely yours,

H. D. Fitz

BJ)F:S




