CANOE. VOYAGES ON THE FUR TRADE ROUTE
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The portion of the old fur tradc eanoe route through the border lakes

' covered by this volume is tm Grand Portage on Lake Superior to Prairie
»Pomge on Bassuood Lake.

: Grmd Portaga was the mtry to the "pm d'en haut"«theupper country -
from the great lakea mtemy. The port.age, usad by the Indians to avoid
the cascades and rapids of the Pigeon River, m a man killing thing nine

, gmaling nilee in longth. unimrond and hilly. One of the first whito men

to use it was la Verendrye the French explorer and tnder. 0!' it 2 lotter
of his etl.tes: '

"eescssall our pecple,in dismay at the length of the por-
tage, thres leagues, mutinied and louwdly demanded that X

should tum back # < QOctober 31. 1744
The Lake Superior landing of the Grand Portage blossomed into a village ;

of t.hat name and fron approxinately 1784 to 1804 vas the gr@at depot of the
Borth West Co.. - a fur trading conpany headquarteriug in M@ntml, that

: atretchad its opertﬁons and explorstiom as far as the Ps.ciric and Arets.c

‘ oceans.

 "he trip recomted here m wada Hay 15-’17, and August 6«11, by Wi‘llard
Conradi and Richard Olson of Bulnth and myself on the first part and Will- |
ard Conradi and I on the August portion. Ve oovared 110% miles of which 104

‘were on the 31 portages.

George D. Hedrick
December 15, 1961
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The mtoqq;ﬂx quotations bave been taken from m pubm.ahed writinga
of %he following:

bstk Co.g organiu :

David Thompson,(1799-1814) ‘Ed. by Elliot Coues.

el Harmon: clerk and parwer of North West Co. "Journal
~of Voyages". (1800)

ﬁg, JdeJ. Bigghy: member of the American boundary commission.
"The Shoe and Canoe".(1823)

ﬁm.wm one of the earliest, and wost

persistant of the French traders and explorers. "Champlain
Society Edition". (1731) Ed. by L. Burpee. ~

Maj. Joseph A. Delafield: boundary commission azent for tha
U. S+ Covernment. "The Unfortified Boundary”.

John Tanner: captured as a small boy, he lived with the Indians
for 30 years. "My Thirty Years of Gaptivity by the Indiana"

Sigurd F. Olsons author and long time student of and traveler
in the canoe country. "The Lonely Land”. (1961) Quoted by
permission of A. Kmpf New York,New York publisher.

clerk of the North West Co. "Five Fur Traders".

clerk of Hudson’s Bay Co. "Hudson®s Bay,"
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We stood there, threc m voyageurs in the cold dr:.zzle, lookiug acroas

the end of Sucker lLake to whers it made an clbw with Birch There bofore
 us was the imiaibh 7 bordgr’, nith Canada, the famous unfortif;qdom and‘

there t0o, was the old fur trade "road” reaching westward for lac la Pluies,

 the Winipic®, the Red River, Athabaska, Chipewyan, Isle a la Crosse and

beyond. ,
‘Théere‘wore none but us - WillCenra.di and Dick Olson of Duluth, Scout

Executive and Seoutauaster. md melf nor mw aound except for the drip

ofrainandtheaoftvoieeofthedupﬁre. Ichaedweyeamdpicwred

; an i.uaginary brigade of north canooc aiipping thrcugh the chmnel, the rytho

; Yo’
wmic swish or paddles hurrying then to -Geds Port.age des Bois Blanc (1) half ,_
hiddmlnthafogahaad e

Heuwehadpiokedwthe old fur trade route andwero to followiﬁ to
I}aka Superior through the historlc border v;ters uhgre paddlg ‘blades off
Indian, French, Canadians, ﬁngluh, Scoteh and Aaérs.ea’na have‘ ﬂagmd for
hundmda of years. This was our dram trip of mnths of m%icipattom but
alreadythedreammpmetmd! Wewnintmublamdtharemwrkto
be done. ‘ ‘

We had left the Charles L. Sommers Wi]demu Canoe Bue on Moose Lake

~ east of Ely at 6300 a.m., with one cance, an outf:lt and a small motors At

7315 a.n.. Just &s we were lining up on the outlet of Birch Lake, the motor
shook its gas tank loose!
* Radny laks and the Winnipeg River
(1) Prairie Portags |
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Tho one horsepower Heptume bolonged 4o Will so he went to work on ghore
o moke emergency sepasirs. With knife. pliers, adhesive taps and wood plugs
he patched 12 end with the tank securely (?) roped im place we tock off
after an bour end a helf with hopes high but fingers cresased. I vam jJust
w@mymfiw minutes and wouldn’t stert again so we broke owt the paddlies

and put owr shoulders imto it ¢o Carp Portags, our first earrying plase.

e walted st the Carp for ¢he cenoces behind. I
nine gallong of Knﬁism Rua 1% halng tho custen o
Bourgeous «o wot the whistle of every Indian wet on

the way." - John Macdonnell, August 1Y, 1793 walting

on Carp Portage at Birch Lake.

We mixed no rum and wet no whistles but hurrled ascross dhe £lab portage.
Crosging the little end of Cavp Loke, we wont wp the Xaife River chaln with
paddies, the ailing wolow axw iles gae cans nov just veeless wisces of bags
gage ©o be toted. Alopg the chain we wet zeversl parties of fishermen golng

ovy after the opening woekend. Nene seemed ¢o hove hed wueh luek. After the

ugual grestings widch always ineluded “where ave you hesd

cra &l P P SR
ing ¢o Lake Supsrs

U gm )
sal Aﬁy" arpressad aoosonent thet we wave

“Enife Stona lake leads {(going wost) to the Ced
Repids which ave six in number, and we found them
gery bad and di£fisvls to pags. Obstructed by fols
len trees ihet formed bLridges over the passas, m e
a heavy growth of cedars on the banks that rave &
dismal darkness 10 themese.il wme sufficliently
wﬂeg without the fa«?iwﬂs that follow'd in dea-
conding théfeoe” = Maud. Jozoph Delefield, July
?;823 descriving the Knife Rives from Knife Lake
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Our first lunch ves esten ot the west end Here sgain
WALL avdd Dick tried 4o patch wo the wotor but the tank had doveloped a long

S WTnad Ling
) AR NEE

new crack that vas iepossible to plug. We faced the hard reality tha
Hoptune had completely expived. Yo bad counted on using it shrough the long
lakes end lesving 16 at Gunfling lodge to be delivered at Duluth. RHow our

scheduls was in jJeopawrdy.
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 "Kpife Lake" Dorothy Moulter was a rescuing angel in blue jeans and

,tennis sboes After paddling the ui.la to her i.alands. ve nade & deal with
| her and har father "Cap™ for a tow up Knife and Cypresa hkes She took
us there in her square stern canoe and!ivc ‘horsepower Jolmaon a.ud even
carried one of our paeka aems chmant portage. Dusk m falling as she

aetouttorthelcngmumtrip Sbeisagaodwodaunmdtbou@cold

and with wet feet, she mtumod eafcly. ,
Swauppomgamepeedﬂycmuedmdwamkthetmtcmium

romdmtmfummotsw In the failing light, camp was |

 made and a bri.ght fire soon ﬂickered. Bi.g steaks broilod on old chicken

wire, mbodpotatoasmgleoffoeintmsoothedtheimrm
Ithndbaenahngmdemtrnldw. generallychinyand onstiuesuut.

- Gloves and parkas had been in order. Thanks to Dorothy t,hp\agh, we had kept
- our schedule. As we puttered around the evening camp, the overcast moved

off and the stars came out. We turned in with concern for a cold night and
& canoeman's perannial wrry for the morrow - a big hke and what ' big wi.ud

might do - for tben wa propoaed to g tha langhh of Sagamsa on paddle pouer.
0ld wuan of the winda, hy atill tomorrow!

' The red gods smiled on us today! Ina ga‘n{.xe north wind and a bright
sun we cruised the length of Sagam.ga in comfort and speed with three paddies
working. We were at the far side of Saganaga Falls for lunch. Fear of a big
windwhiéhnighthaveholdusup mputbahmdua.
The day starf.ed nuomb. 'i‘hsre was ice on tha bucket and the tempera.tm
was 28 when I got np at 4 15 a.m. The others quickly follnwed when they heard
the breakfast pots ra-htling and 1 ehook t!sam in their bags with the old voya-

‘ geur reveille calls "Alertg!‘ Lave, leve, nos ganq!'{'ﬁ, the French aquivalont of

"Up and at’em ment".
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%% e fisat penp @f s';ié Cur ears weve
v

a&:"m throatl of %«;m gﬁ‘ifﬁ@e “%@vﬁ %,ms 2 ]
in wy eavre & peouliarly havsh and disapressble word,
‘being esgocistod with froety wornings, uncon @%zg%h@
bede, and getting vp in the dark bsfore m‘w BRTUEN
of sleep is obtsined. The wey in uwhiech Lt is utbersd,
t00, is particularly exasporatinfeeccccasn if *‘ma% the
bowels of the earth, & _ow snd scaresly awdib. Lmval
level “would break the universal e«amém@wg & mn e
rapidly louder, "Love! leve! level® and loudsy YLevat
leve! L3l at last a finsl atentorian "leve! 2
levet hrought %%m hatedlel ssund o 2 @‘m@s 2
suceeaded by a confused collsciion of
grombles and sneazges from the | m“m@ﬂ%* 2k p
thus redely arcusedeecs” o E@"L’,’a@m Bellantyme 1859

oo o

it had been a cold night as we hed feared. A1l of us had slepk cold

and ¥all bad gotten wo aboud 1300 pele, put hiz clothes on and ¢

whe firs for & wug of coffes. When he wont back to bad, he 28
i
Bhe
The shill 4ldn®t bother the beaver who ¢

inspest us as I beilt the morring five. I
D

zen of the wild waters. X% was hig snesstors, awinals Just
started all this fur ¢rade busizoss. Perlgps now, he wag a good omom fow ws.
On the water at 5300 adte, we made excellent time and after getiing inle

the larger part of the lazke begen o see = feu M@hmg partiss o

’iﬁ:«d. Hock Bay for tho doy. There ave habitations on Sagunage

reBorts, custon®s hovse, vaugsr stations, trading post, etc.
expocked as noy all of "Big 822" is in the roadless avea and the Gunflind

trail, a good highway, forks to i the south.

The vhree of us agrecd that Saganage Lake is very lavrgs, very beautifvl

and very full of chamnels and ialands.
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"Thence pass into Lake Saganaga which means Lake
of Bays...In my passags thro' it I ocould form no
 idea of its size or direction of the lake, it was
80 glutted with Islands, both large and small.

The maps sent me by Mr. Ferguson of his last

year's work terminate here, and after advancing

about two hours in groups of islands, my old

guide acknowledges he is lostesess” = Maj. Joseph
- Dehﬁ@ld, July 20’ 1823-

- "Lake Saganaga was the hithemat post in the
north-west, established by the French; and there
vas formerly a large village of the Chipeways here,
now destroyed by the Nadowessiss. I found oniy
three lodges, filled with poor, dirty and almost
naked inhabitants, of whom I bought fish and

- ﬁ“oo.ooom mpulo“a’ this ﬁlhﬂa “ed o be

- troublesome to the traders, obstructing their wy-?
ages, and extorting liquor and other arti.cles.
« Alexander mm'ys the oldsr

Our tirst stop was at the entrance to the big lake, a narrow atrai‘h
km‘mau a "detroit” in the French days. The second was on an un-named
rocky island and the third on Voyageur island, a favorite camping place
of the fur trade voyagours of old. Origninally I hadhoped to have camped

‘here but we never got that rar.

From there we vmmd thm wany ulmds to L'Ange du Sable - Handle of
Sand - the site of sn Indian ﬁmee during fur trade daya. It s pert
of the mainlmd near where the Gmita river flowa into the lake over Sag-

anaga Fans. All we oould find were a few pieces of a wood stove and some

- stove pipe in the underbrush. Thess, we decided, were not relics of the
fur trade days! | |

? eesWO em:amd lake Sagsnaga and came to L'Anse du
Sable. Hers we found some Indians moking cancas for
sale; but as none of them were to ny liking, ws pro-
ceeded to the detroit in the lake." - Alexander Henry,
Tha !ounge: July 25, 1800,

Now we left Saganagn end took %o the Granite rivar which apills into the

lake here. The river boing h.igh it vas easier to take the portage on the
© Cansdian eide than the Aneriean one vhich is shorter. On the far side we
~ate lunch sitting in the wam sun. | |
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‘The Granite and Pine rivers are the ssme stream winding their ways from
Gunﬂint to Saganaga. The nane changes half vaythrough. In many piacea .
they narrow into rocky chasus and roardoﬂn mt.er:alh or hustle with white
plumes down immrablo rapids. Botm these tha water qniots and spreads
mmanylak» Thiawasthefurf.radn muteaudthe "mtoreomnication"
domwhichthebordarm datimdanddcteuiued It iaoueor the most,
beautiful stretches of water along the border Iakes and up it we propoaed to
£+ | ;
~ Granite river, Horsetall rapids where a set of tMe kettles were recov-
ered by divers in 1960, Maraboeuf lgke, Devil's Elbow h’ke’, Gneiss lake, the :
river again, Granite Bay lake and again the river where we camped alongside
afright angled, iocky trongh named Siskile rapids. In between the water
portions of this route were seven portagcs. On the Gneiss laka port.aaa were
noose tmks and on tha rocky hillaida Just before we camped ve saw a young
bull. Big as a horse but dark in the hta aftermon sun. He m;tno,«tar in’
the brush for pictures. | ' ‘ |
~ Supper vas & banquet in the dusk bakod m, scalloped potat.oes, apple-
sauce, pudding and blueberry umfﬁns Aftemrds Di.ek and Wi.ll trolled
brieﬂy and came back with three wallma £or breakrast.
It was a good day. Thewindandmthermre favorableandmudegood
time through beautiful m.tera.f Ve turned in anxious for the morrow.

The bright frosty morning comtained an evil sign - Dick was sick. As

Will snd I devoured the walleyes flavored with bacon gresse, he couldn't
touch a thing and complained of & bad headache. But good voyageur that he
" 4s, he toted his share and hour later when we tooktho outfit over the por-

tage to Pine lake. ‘Nonem%heélggs it was an ;il‘;l, omen of trouble ahead. |
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Up the route mwsnt = Granite rivér; Pine lake, Pine portage, Pine
river to a fantastic jumble of rocks, the Wooden Horse portage, about 300

" yards long.

“Theportageofthe%adenﬂome falls where I
camped last night is a rude and romantic spot.
Pitched my marquee on the only flat rock there
was of sufficient size for it, in the middle of

- the portage by the side of the falls. The cas-

~ cades are tumbling through chasms of granite,
and being in several shoots, in all 30 feet, the
noise is very great. But these sounds are so
familiar that I lose no reste.,." - Maj. Joseph
mm@m. July 20, 1823; : ‘

~ Up the Pine river to the Li.ttle Rock ralls and portagc. & fine tmble
of water from Magnetic and Gtmf.l&.nt- Buthere d:lsaater dealt us a stout

‘blow.

Having carried the canoce over, I was ret fpﬂr the last pack when
my foot. skidded on a root. Turning sideways as I fell I landed on a Jack-

pine stub, a foot high beside the portage psth. With the wind knocked out

of ne, 1 bareiy’ was able to yell a faint: "Will"! Five minutes later a
diagnosia mdicated a broken rs.b and I vas mapacitated. |

Welilpedoverashartpomgeandacmsﬂamctic andGunﬂint 1skes.
I rode as passenger. Dick, nhenhemablepaddledhw. The restofthc
time he lald his head over the gunwale and triad \msuceessfully to heavat
Most of the peddling was done by Will.

Fortunately for us, we didn’t have to bs 1ofi: behind like a s:lck voye
amuhocmalong this same portageyears agor ' ‘




Poess0fe of Ouy voyazsurs wes selsed wiih inllswma-
ien 2f the bowels, which bleeding, &w Bk ;s«i only
for & time, being reproduced by’ the rougimesg of the
water. The wen’s agony snd exlisvstion wore sRbreuG.
We w@ﬂm thorefors glaci o see, on entering Lake Kes-
eganage (Seganage at Grenits River), & lorge wiguam,
on & warshy g:wm s beﬁ@ming $to o well-known old
Tﬁd&&n immd FrigeCeecscos ook #iges willingly received
the gick manm, bul said t,‘%m; both k%}ﬁﬁiﬁé and P4 ST
had f"ﬁiF @d thems %‘.%3&1, ss ymﬂm men had been osub Louw
ﬁ%.ayt% and had only k: The voy @g@“ﬁfg
he said, m m% he cond And om
landing I wae nat o é”w“ lg disturbed ml, ‘36;%21@“% Ly
Bnen and & wma?, at the entrancs @f‘ the vigwen, {286
ing with thelr fingers, out of a tub, on ¢he wiwashed
entrails of a rabbit, ard wiping thelwr bands, wheun they
had done, on their heads or the back of 2 dog.

There was no help for it « s
Aetronsusy Thowpeon pm;’, Prises om
ravanl in tobacco and eoarss blus «:»;A nﬁa " "‘w‘”
romalnder on our reburn o recelvs ove Ben as
our £riend we gave tobacco and biseu
0 stays and nodded hngmi&y o bis ades as they
sheppad into the cance.™ - Ie Jule Eiigwymi‘e&% o

Hro

At Gunflint lodse we ware age sin rescued, for the se b daye,

by a wowan. This Liwpe 4% wos Yrs

0 et

ey

s, 2 ~ . s § ot ,. 2
¢0 zleep ob a ooveh in the lobby « twe

She fed Dick some pilla and put bl

]

troatments witich brought Dick great ©

She arvanged with the mall man
o haul we into Crand Marlas for {restment eud previded the car to take mue
o meet him at the wain road. In the late aftermoon she hevled Diek and Will
and our oukbit iuto %fout.

ALl these things she did for just our thamko. A real "lady of the lakss

and Porest” with the old fashioned spiriy of a helping hand!

And so ws cowe to an iponiniows finish on Genfling L
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6 = Gungling ¢o Horth lake - 12 miles

Today thers i3 an omen 2ls0 - ¢this time a good onet a brignt afisre

noon sun and s woderste west wind {0 hasten w8 sastward dowa Guniling
Lake! WALl swd I zre bock, unfortunately withowt Dick, ¢o finish the
trip vo Lake Superior. We sterted £xom the pe}mm lending, stopped woB~
entarily to say hells to Mrs. Kewfooy and went our way hsading esst down
the long neyrow laks.

@

The channel to little Gunflint lske is scroemed 2t the eastern ond ef
the big leke. So hidden ds 4% that vou wonder if it is veally there. Then
yow are o it - a right angle turn and a passage barely ten fest wide and &
12 Burn into a weedy chanvel. A couple of feet of water znd 0o ourrent

obwviate the noed of a portage.

BAZber peasing o Barrow strali, with low
each side, thdl contracts (o a poss filled with
%, the e&fﬁt ieke (hfling) or Les des
plerre a fusil of the Cenadiens, suddenly dis-
TE o8 ?ﬁ’“éﬁ@ﬁ@ sheot oF rather sirall Mw@w
e ragat of the entrance of ¢he lake is LET
mz 3 2an sam b8achecco” = Haje Josaph Delalie

The character of the land we ars apurocching sssms different than that
we have kw in ¢ho canoce uwaters ¢0 the west. High hills end saw-tooth
ranges oan be seon ahead and ¢he lakes seem %o have fewer lslands.

A "douiteyouraslf® marine railwey belpsd us over the portege lnte lg-
¢le Yorthloke. 1 wend Yrownd snd ®yound on o windlase ¢o pull the car with
our cance out of 22 water and then WAll pushed 1% over the level to ihe
other side. Then I hed %o watch oup for the splomimg ivon hendle of the
capstan a3 the lowsying car spun 1t in reverse. A nearby barked tree was

o

evidence of the clobbsring ons covld get!
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Dovm Little Horth laka to North laka we hurried looking for a campeite

in the late afternoon. We paased up the elearing at the old and beat Bor=
der Pa.trol cabin for a little. closed i.n ait.e with tablaa at a nearby point.

Experienoed hands qui.ckly made the camp and kindlod a bright fire under the
 Near to our beached cance was s a "ive® beaver house and Mr., or maybe 1t
was Mrs. Beaver,made ‘several t.rlps :'m tront of our caup t.o look us over.
Apparently finding us harmless they mnt ahead doing the things beavm mro ‘
mally do.
~ Shortly berore dark as we launched the canoe for a litta trolling. We
heard and saw a tree cmh up the hillaida trun the beaver hom. Up thmugh | '

‘the brush we hurried and sure enmxgh the,re‘ was a,huga beaver with a au,‘inch

poplar he has just felled. We tried to corner him but he growled and hissed
little heed and we decided to stay far enough awa& not, to get bitten. Into

the lake he plunged and with a mighty slap of his wide tail dissppesrsd.

The next mming all but the tnmk of the iree was cut and haulad orf.

Ve are ’Northnen! Tdke 21;1‘19‘ voyagsurs of old uapertomd +the ancient rites
at the divide, Gl |

" eeeo8lapt at the heigh't of Land, nhere I was insti-
titued a North Man by Bateme performed by sprinking
water in my face with a small cedar Bow dipped in
‘ditch of water and accepting certain conditions such
um%tolotwmhandpushymtmadwithmt :
experiencing the same ceremony which stipulates partic-

 ularly nsver to kiss a voyageur's wife against her owm
free will and the whole thing being accompanied by a
dozen gun shots fired one after another in an Indien
- manmer. The intention of this Batems being only to
claim a glass. I complied with the custom and gave
the MeNescecd tWO gllion keg as my wn‘w mm"
eois....directad 00" - John Maedonell

At thia phee the men generally
 finish their small kegs of liquor and
fight many a battle”. - Aloxmdﬁr Henry,

- the yomger, July 24, 1800. e




=13- ; : ,
We didn't sleep at the Height of Land but the first thing we did this
worning in making that po‘rtage'm to tramp right thmﬁshthe camp of a
coup‘lo of young wen who did. Because there is no "water communication”
betm the lakas ‘here the bo\mdnry comnission have opened a straight, 50¢
" wide swath of trees between North and South lakes. Appropriately there are
several border monumnta and 8 sign at the d:\.vide marking the Iim!son Bay
mterwa,y on the mt. and the Iako Superior waterway on the mt.
| Having cerried our outfit over, we did the ceremony on the far side of
the portags. Small cedars boughs were scattered around indicating that
- Others had done the same. With one of these I sprinkled willgu he knelt over
the boundary mrksr and then ho showerad m. : Thah with & little "Indian m“
;and!&othodiatwine. ‘brought alongforthapurpoaa, watoastadeachotharand
311 voyageurs, ancient and new, who pus thi.a way! ' Now we can in truth shout
tha mueous boast of the North Han, elite of tho voyageurs: "Je suis un homme!"
~y'rh‘ro,ugh South and Rat lakes and their two portagas,wo proceeded to Rose
xﬂ;kﬁo k i 7 7 ‘
_ Rose Lake bagms with a laug, shallow and narrow chanml withthi@ hcad-
lmdandcntfs on the mth aiﬁe. In thia chmnel tho old«timrs thought there
m an mezphinod "suction” whi.eh mdc came n hmi, yea even dangorouat
‘ "Inthiapartofthalakethahotmismudmd
slime, with about three or four feet of water
over it; and here I frequently struck a canoe
pole of twelve feet long, without meeting any
- obstruction than if the whole were water; it has
however, a peculiar suction or attractive power,
80 that it is difficult to paddle a canoe over
it. There is a small space along the South shore,
where the water is deep, and this effect is not '
. felt. In proportion to the distance from this
- part, the suction becomes more powerful! I bave, ,
indeed, been told that loaded canoes have been in -
danger of being swallowed up, and have only owed
their preservation to other canoes, which were
lighter. I have, myself, found it very difficult
to get away from this attraotive power, with six
men, and grest exertion, though we did not appsar

o be in any dmger of sinking .= Alexmdar
~ Mackenzi.e. ,
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| Ah yes, thoae were the gaod old daya! wm and I counld find no sucti.on now
in Rose' shanmm. and we were a little bit disappointed.
We paddle wll togother. The Almcrafb fifteen footer being his
canoe, he has the pri.vil‘ega of being the atem man.~ My Job in the bow is
gemully Just to paddle so I m a mdera.te but tegnlar pacse, one that
bat.h ofus can maintain W;nitoly. I paddle best on the left and he on
, tha ’ri.ght 80 we are a eoufortabla conbination thoush now and agu.tn we change
aidas. | | |
On tho south side of Rose, ﬂhere the chmnal opens into the part of the
lake, is an interesting portage that we stoppad to see but not to make as it
is off our course. It is Stairway portage leading to Lake Duncan. The trail
starts elimbing at the ‘wat.e’r'a edge and goas. stoa,dﬂy up & z'orestédhﬂi.
‘Halfm up is the "stairvay" - a bundred, halved log steps going almost
| - straight up -  leading to the top. It pmbabiy was made by the CCC's and kept
| in order by the Forest Service; Five boats,belonging no doubt to resorta some-

vhere to the sou.th. and two canoua were at the landing but we sav m one.

Ve have been making the pertages. not sha.ll I say with ;Mmty ease but
vithout. too much trouble. Thi.a aftemoon we mre put to a stern test - the
Rose to Rove port.agoa. two u!.los in laagt.h

We ha.ve a par!'.aging syatel and now it pmad its worth. One of us took
the canne. with life jaekets tied on the bow seat for better balance, while
the other shouldarod two. pgcke; Togethax' we hiksd 500 eteps and the packs

| putdomwhilethebowaftheoamewuwdmdhigbfmatmormralmb
80 it eould be gotten undar again without li.ﬂ:ing.
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- The one who ha.dthe packs now took the canoe forward 400 steps while
the other back-tracked to pick up the third pack  the paddles and the
rods at the starting point. He carried these forvard to the first stop- |
ping point and left th’eﬁ.‘, 'rherc h‘o exchanged for the two po.cka which he

 took fbrward ‘vmne' the other af us was. retumiﬁg for the ‘packs, rods and

paddles. We liked thi.s smm which ga.ve uch of us a chance at all the
carrying a.nd the back—tracking aupty hsnded gave us a f.requent mt.

The fi.rst tm-thi.rds of this loug portage follomd up an old logging
railroad grade. Many of the ti.ea were atiil in m the walking was good.

The last third wandered off through the woods on a usnal portage trail.
3 Thotmmilestookustmhomandrortynnntaaandwemmveryghd

to get on the water again. We were plmad, thoush. that two fifty year
old desk men could do 80 well. |

Portaging is always hard work. It is a nocosury labor in order to
get between the lakes whi.eh noreally have no navipble waterway. The

trall 13 usually ‘rough walking and u.'mda up and down, in and out through
/ tb,e treea md brush and sonetius into ruddy or wet places. Tha cmoe |
bi.a awlcward and heavy and bears down sharp]; on top yonr ahou&den« ~ The

pack strapscut. Thepaddlnmawkmdtocarryuﬂthefhhingums
co.tch in the bmh. Many tium you are beset by rli.es and moaquitoos.

- It is almya a relief to get dome with portagins for 11;‘5 '.u.ke hitting

youraelf on the head vith a hmr:e it feels so good when you at.op!
Ie m 5330 p.m., when wo f.'mizhed the porl:age md onbarked on Rove

, ‘hke amd.oua by surching for a campsi.t.e. Unfartmtsly, there was nona :

on the lcke mr ‘on Vatap comnected with it. So, tired as we were, we

- hoisted evumhing to ourbacka once more and portaged into Mountain Lake.
. There was a fine but canulit.terod sito on the i.sland imdiately off tho
~ Mountain Lake lending and there we pulled ashore on the rock ledge about :

7:30 p.n. Canp nade. a md aupper, a flaninx rosy sunset. and into bed,

tired but happy
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Ve slept late and took our tim this morning so were not on the water
until 8:30 aedte
- Mountain Lake i.s long and narrow. reaching some seven wiles east to
west. Great wooded headlanda come up to it frou the side, round off on
the top edgs and drop quickly to the waters edge. At one time we oould
count seven of these aud the far ones worc diu with the hasze.

"This pictmaqm lske in one place shows six dis«»
tinet distances in. lofty basaltic headlands. In
the vicinity, but avay from the lake, we see largs,
naked, aolitary, rrow-like hills, - high and often
precipitous. Our aatremr am,that he has not
discovered the feeders to this lake, and our Indian
guids,’the 1little Englishman®, says there are none.
As we flogt over its transparent waters, we notice
below us very large blocks of basalt mposing on
tine sand." - Dr. J. J. Big’by :

There was no one btut us on Mountain Le.ka although ttwrc were resorter

boats at the east end. On the northsi.de at one place we spotted a shack

and on the south shore,*lazily rocking in the easy riffle, a drifting boat.
There are few people 'ahmugh here and few emapaites. The fow portages com-
ing in from the south do have boata at theu - & certain sim that fiahemen

‘ar,abrougm; in from the'resarhst The boats are‘often badly ,beaf, up f:rom lack

o!' proper care. , ‘

~The three portages - Lesser Cherry, Vaeeaux and Gres,ter Cherry - laading
from Mountain to Hoosa through the Lily lakes uero bad. There were down trees
ko uork ‘around or over and in placoa the tn:u was flooded ‘Y‘he Forest Ser-.
vice piers were underwater as were a3 eouple o.‘.‘ houndary posts we spotted.
‘This we couldn't nnderatand until ve came up to a largs benver dan on Lower
Lily lake. This was the cause of tho flood.'mg i.n thi.a chdn




Signe of hgg!mg zo.-aa years ago have been evident in stumps. Now on
Mooae Lake wg pioked up a long log boom high and dry on the south shore

| and there was a chute in the rapids at"mﬁi"’ff;nd; Most, of the boom

’ e } chaius ware m, no doubt coueatod as souvenirs. The portage from

s Moose Was not notable for anything but, the landing on North Fowl Lake was.

It was a wide, samﬂatatsmp gruuthmughmichwemachedm
bomwater. Will took oths.s socks and boots andbyhia wadingmddug- |

,ziugthecmelhmtwrutdxw

‘“..Ot.l.w. h&d pl!a.d tw “rmng phc‘ﬁ. and
arrived at the third, called the Moose carrying
~ place, when he (Ke-wa~tin his Indian brother by
adoption) said to ust "I must die here; I cannot
‘go farther®. So Ne-no-kwa determined to stop
here, and the remainder of the party went on.
;  sevsesthere remained only the old woman, and
LR : " one of the younger wives of Tau-ge-we-ninne,
Tt Wa-me-gon-a-biew, the elder brother, Ke-wa«tin,
g ' the second, and myself the youngest." - John
Tanner, 1793 - age 13 yearu an Imﬁ.an capt.tve ‘
and adoptad son. o

The Fowl Lakes, north and sonth. dom vhich we now proceedadhu w shale
low bays and Places and the mrth ahores are quite rm,. A narrow spit of
saad uhich ve amald see in the- diatmce almet coupletely aeparates the two

lakes. A silvery, odd shapad object and amu brown hmps on the sand bar
later Mmrphoaed im.o a mll nying bont and a domx morter ‘boats
baa,chad there. Ve spottod tm boats trolli.ng and t.hraa cabins - we are back
on the heaton track!
, "Iocking to the mrbhmst, Fowl Lake lay below,
- nearly bisected by s rushy narrows....lord Sel-
“kirk attempted to form an agrioultural estsblish-
ment on the lowlands about this lake; but it failed
and is deserted....It is so called from an Indian
tradition that the hens and chickens of the white

men have been heard to chokmdsaremm »
- Dr. Jud. Bigaby

ht §
’
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‘of trees. Somecns, possibly the resort owners to the south, had nicely
Vexeaned 4 and cut the brush so thut it vas well open to breesss from two

1 directions. Here we made our canp for thia day 80 that we could takoadvm-»
"'uporwammmnwdmv. - | "
| | We gave a piace ot hot, Mrbmgd to ths pilot of the flying boat and
‘his tm "tcmriata" thut. he guided - - a ;mmg aoupla. They seemed to appmi-
~ ate the gift as thny hurried to fly out batare the dark canght them. The
younswmmuldn't mgimhwmmgaoked 11; - she had never seen or
'heardatamﬂcctorom bntﬂwotfmhh\gitawmﬁng. }

Ve are eating well. We have carried a few extra ngoodies” and in addi-
tion have been testing some of Amur'a new “freeze dry" foods. Their scram-
bled egga. beef atee.!ca. pcrk chops, chiokan rica dinner and. chickan stev are
excellent and of natural flavor. They will p:ovido.the caxper with an improved
bill-of-fare in the dehydrated foods. Ncmgeur or bourgsois sither, ever

~‘tcli.md as wall! | ‘ , | | |
| "But the canoe man....ss.have no other allowance

Mnmmmw.tmmunmmmd
‘melted fat." - Alexandsr Mackenzie

After aup'per we enjoyed the lu:mry of a soap bath md svin at the sand
b‘oach._ Rexreahed, i.t vas a fitt.ing clingx of anothar day

This was om' "W«-ovér‘;'_day; ,Beii.ng- well on sc,hédule we enjoyed a day of
staying put and not traveling. After sloegiux s ‘l-ittle later than usual and
‘then 'ak leiamly bfsgkfast. we tmllod down to the end‘ of the ‘lal;e t0 recon-
noiter the heacd of the Pigeon r&nr.dbw(uh}gh, we will go tomorrow.




We got but littls idea of the river as we approached the south end of

South Towl Leke. A sonorste and stone

by the leggliog comupany
in 1935, obstructs wost of the view. However as we pulled 2 the landing
at the dam’s base, w2 got a aqulick and iﬁc@mple%@ praview of what vas bayond.
Throvgh the squars mevth of the dam where long gone gates used %o ralze and
lower a besd of water, we glimpsed & vocky chasm of jJumpling white water. From
atop the dam’s gate platform whore we elimbed, we got a long, wore studied
leock at the river.
b

he Pizeon River? - begins with a shoot of water pouring through/open sew
of the dam %o begln 2 quarter wile of rapids. It was too shallow at this time
to = gnd aven if there were sufficient water, the tangled logs and rocks
wonld Provent f¢., The portege avcund this firoth of fast water is several hund-
red yards to the sast ond is two wiles in ieﬁg%,h@ There is no vovrtage or trall

st the raplds buy by working carvefully through a precipitous glope of lwwlders

85
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Lonorrow. we hope to gebt the cance dowi to vwhers we can wade the replds. Thers

&
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lea of ropids that are (rovblesome to get through.

s supposed Lo e sune Live
¢ haz baen years sines I have dome wueh "white waber® work and I am a little
eonearned!

We investigated the remaining ivon periz of an old logging slad and a
boom log on ghore and o 1igtle sabin on the island near the mouth. To the
aouth of the igland is a high hill with a precipice on the lske side. I% 4s
crovned with a cross of poles Twi I%m swre 4t has not the significance of those

epscted by voyageurs in fur ¢rede bimes to commomorate deatbs. The long port-

FAad eoh 9% we v B g vads S PN RN Y D epmapnen ¢ 5
age, which we il not telte, stavis at the base of this hill and goos around

38 Elpasrs et . 59 L Promenr
it through 2 saddle hellwey vwp.

“ Riviers aux Tourires - River of Turtlss referring to the wild
plesons. Barlisy 1¢ wes known ag River aux Grogeillers Lrowm
Radisson’s fawmed companion and-in-law.
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"We onter it (Fewl Lake) by & long poriage, 'woody
like the rest of the ewvirons, and overldvked ab
its west (east?) end by a basalile preciples not
lese then 600 fes high.® - Dre Jo J. Bigsby.

A% the further ond{of Fowl Portage) iz & very
high hill to descend, over which hangs a ruck
upwards of 700 feet high.” - Alexander Mackenzis

Fasecot@® have come up sevaral dLfficvlt wapits,
whore many persons have boon drowneds...for every
guch wnfortunate person, whether his corpse is
found or not, & cross iz crected by bis cowpine
iong.....at this place, I ses no less than four-
teen:. Thiszs is a welanchely sight.” - Daniel
Aesmen, 1800, '

Back on our sand spit cewp we enjoved an afierncon nap as besy we cowld
swmid the blting flies and played a joke on all future campers there. The joke
was that we wrostled a 100 pound coom chain into a pine tres and loopsd over
g bey Limk in such z wey fubure veyagours can only wonder how Lt got thersl

% will s a fine conversation piece for word-hesitant travelers in the future.

The two boys e 16t on Height of land powis pulled inte cewp ab 2 game
¥ & ¥ .

S

warden's cabin lete in the afternoon end camp o visit us. They ave f{renm

Bte Paul and one i3 the son of & Conservatlon Department euployss thers. One

seys he hos hanbed here in the pash.

The evening ended with five smell walleyes and a nort

2,

the dusk. These are the firat fish we bave covght and we clsaned them on the

o
¥,

oetom of an overtwmed end wrecked boat. We'll hang thea in the ¢res fov the

whght, and have ¢hem for ¢he worning breakfasi.

« Sugpst 10 - Sowgh Fowl 4o Partsidee Falls, Piosor

Trsday

Down the river we went todsy and we gob ouwr feet end tells wetl

Anzious to twy thy ukown river, we were off to an marly start teday. A

t

husky north wind under 2 heavy gray overcast seni -#eve of wiile caps volling
d@%ﬂbm leke. Lucky we were that they blew toward the den, not from ii.

B 2
With this toil wind we plungsd and bobbed down the laks smind the hiss o C‘@“‘"

rolleppthat swept wder vs.
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bottom to keep thi.ngs above the uter m f

21~
The oarry m\md thc dan, without banefit of portage trail wa.s danger-
ous. 'r«terins among the bi.g boulders with the loads, a loss of balanoo
could have meant a broken leg or skull fracture. We took it easy - the
packs we carried down one at a time and the canoe was carried upright with

'onn of us at each end Ve “felt our way along and set it down often.

Ahmdrodyardsdmthoﬂut rapid,mtiedthecamointheuter 5
and set i.nour outﬂ.t. Pmiomlynhndwlt a mk of poles on the cance
ted to get in the camce. On

the;e went. our paoka which wers tied to tho thmrta. In case of a spill, we
wanted avemhi.ns held togcbher Everything had ‘previously bem ti.od into
waterproof bngs and into theu mu mt‘onr pnntao Today wa’d canoo in our

underwear to have dry clothes at the end of the daar!

Into the water we pl\msod, me at the bow and will holdi.ng on to the stern.'
I*‘ortunately for us it was shallov, not f.oo fast and reuom’oly warm. 'Ehe mst

difficult thtng of working the cance down the river was the footing. Souetim.
it wes real shalloy, sometimes deep and the rceks were big and sli.ck and alwm
- we hung onto the camo, guidi.ag i.t. easing it along trying not to scrape 1ts

bottom. Soletims for a few foet I oould lay over the bow and float with it.
, 'rha firat npidsworemuﬂe mdom—halr longwithashortpoolnear ~

'the bes:\.ming. In a few phao,a we oould ride for a,_little vays - sometimes

on the seat, sometines ”poop decking” on the bow dack ‘iith“‘fm and pm

foaling for and tandiug off of ‘rocks, rarely mside on the sut. Hoat.ly we

walked - wi.thm boots md uadsmsr.
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After this first long rapids, we hit about five miles of sluggish shale
low river where ws paddled. This was "flat land” and there were few nice
places ©o get ovt on the bank. By lunch ¢ims we ware back im the repids

agaln and could only land on & elight pllc of vocks gb the side of the

gurgling stream.

e after lunchwe cams Lo a fiac lumch spat.
Tt was a vooden platform, high and dry in the widdle of the river - the
stranded gate fron 4he dam on Fowl lake. But then we dldn®y nesd a stop=
ping spot.

Unbelkrowns ¢o uws wo had passed the rapids. Now ¢the rivor continued,
winding its sluggish, dirty way through brushy low lands end muddy banks.
ALl afiervoon our oyes wers pesled for the “Meadsws™ or "Pruirie® - the
voyagours Lirst couping spot on the river after leaving Fi. Charlotie.

Pseoncwe cmbarked and procesded ¢o ¢the Praivie
whers our peopls were camped. All were wmerry
over thelr favorite regels, which ie always
given on Yheir departure, and generally
mijoyed at ¢his spot, where we have a delighi-
fol meedow to plich osur tents, and plenty of
eibow room for ¢ho wen's aniies.” - Alexzawmder
Henry, the younger, July 20, 1800.

1

"o slept or ¢ried ¢o0 do so in thess mead-
ows. The mosgultoss wers ip bllllons. As
000 &3 the tread of man gave notles of his
zpprocehs 1 osew thewm riging to the feast in
clovds out of (ko coarse grass avound. We
urnt the gress efter vatering i, and Lived
in smoke”. « Dre J.J. Bigshy

o

“

Yo fovnd ¢wo optnings which covld have been $he Meodowr comp

3 Bt

o st : I DU e m& e ednorme o
One was a block lewnp th slde whore there

B

£ sy cemmnm D v A 8 e I e T PR g X 4 & & Pyeysd Rewmmm e
ling rowaing of ¢wo cabims. Other signs indicated that this hed toen ke

location of soms sort of logging operction. Nany red raspberries grew here.

They had &

ived sufficient molsture to nake thom luscious and abundant.
We picked ourselves a feast.

The other possible meadows waz & clearing on the northside down river
from the “ragpberry cabine®. Ws could mot tell which was the place bul we

are eartaln one was.
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We puaed up spond:\ng the m.ght ﬁ.n the Indian Service cabin, aonplete
with beda, atove, etce, for a boautiml little cmpa.tta on the brow of
Partridge Fans’ No one h&d ‘been here this yaar and it was clean and nice.

A torrent ct' raat water pl\mand along side and tipped 1tae1£ over the falls.
Theremaatemmarmdbwumrunymkingowrm adge.asotoot ,
dropcouldbesem. Somchaimandlogsbalwgaveahm ofuhatuontover}

here during the legging days.

Will and I looked at each other as we cooked over the breakfast fire at
6345 a‘.ﬁ. The shots came from very near hut upstream in the direction of
where the logging road met the river. We agreed that some Indian had probe
ably coue up from Grand Portage and was hunting Qﬁ:'lthl’.’t’m., Later, when

wehadbroken camp iﬁ the damp fog from the falls and canoed upstream, we
found deer entrails £loating in the water. Mot only was sombne hunting

'muheyhadmaml. Attheluﬁingandlozgingroadwefoww

tracks and deer's blood.

We had armnged, befora leaving Duluth, to bc picked up hera at 12100
o'clock noon. Hs didn®t feel up to msking the four mile portage to the
highway. So here we whiled aw&j’ the time, waiting. : Loggers had been

'operatingonthislndianlmdmdtrailsandroadsmmmnydimctm

On one. I found tracks of moose, deer and bear as wou asmlleranimh

Bordermgthorcad to the south mre‘m rndmpbem ‘bushes and will
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As time went by we fidgeted and became anxious. Twelve o'clock arrived
and no 'rma appeared. At 12130 we oaehed the eanbe and outfit save for one
pack and set out for the. highway. ‘l'uo hours and four milas later we arrivod
at Highway 61 uim'e the cars wvere uhizz!mg by and still no ride appearod
We set ourpaok vith the cmising flags and w:m% red jacket on it at the
i to Gurt Thornton, who w88 coninc from Duluth
4o pick us np. Then the two aow md dust.y chmctars sat down inthe bmh
of the roadside to veit.

You should have seen m teumu :pot that pack and try to tigure out what
and why it was. They nearly ran ofr -th mad as they pussed 11;. still wondar-
ng.

Kot 80 thedrinr of the logging tmk t.hat. tumd in to the logging road

- from the black top but the driver following hin in the yellow Model A pickup
with the canoe rack stopped at it aa I yunsa at him

‘8ide of the pavement as a sf_,_

"Where are you going®,

"Up to the river", he mre"d

”We've got a canoe up t.hm e want brought, dmm," I said as Will and I -
: mlkad to the car. :

"'i‘hat's what I‘u gaing &fter"
Heprovedtobeourrida mmwwemmofhbmfmmneml

Center and was on his way to the river to 1ook for us. And \that'a wore, he
turned out tc have been the deershg‘er of that mmiug. He had come up tha
night before and had stayed at the IudimSmicocabin As he was hnding
“his cance preparatory to going hom, he apotted a spike buck and killad ke
His camemeachedi.ntho smbmshuonrs! Hohadlookedfcrusbnt
oniding we hadn't come down. ri.ver yot, had gone back&wue

LaDue and his yellow P‘ord portagad us to the bighvay md to the pla.ce
where 1t crosses the old pomge trail. 'Pheru Curt nited and we tmafemd

the loadaml made ready %o retum o Duluth. | :
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The trip was not quite cowplste, however, witll we stoposd at Grand
iona

Poriege Natlonal Park. Here the Great Hall of the Northk West Cowmpany has

been :ﬁf@sﬁ@m@i and %.Mm are paps and relies of 4ntersst. Tu the fuw {rade
days this wes a place of many poople, of great exclitement and of the amnval
rendszvous of the partnerz of the Nowth ‘%&lﬁegt Company. HNew it iz a quied lig-
tle Indian villages and o tourist stop - 1ts only claim to fams shrouded in
the distant misis of 200 ysars ago.

“‘"*b@ Grand Portage ie s;:awav@d in the botdom of &
08419%W BaVYeeesoooOR A 0w spot which gentlely ;"‘MX@L@
,mﬁ it2 Lake. The plckste are not above fi
Lwenty pases frem the water's edge. The Gatw are
alhut, L.,a\;s'eaays after sunsed and the B@wgs@m and elerks
&@d{;@ in houses within the pa‘&lwad@s whare Liers are
wwo Seniries Keepling a ook out all nighteoes
ihe Norch mon ¥nile here live in tents of different
aizes pitched st random. the pecpie of each post have
iz’zg, camp by thROuselvet.sscevoc,ThOy are sepavated
Zrom the Montrealsans by o broolk.
Ai‘ll the boildings within the Fort are sixt&;n in

a’h":‘f b mmn with cedar ol whibe sprice fip J;:bi
vith viipzave and suguared, the Rx)m 2 covvered with

‘MMMSM of thege bulldingz are Stere Howses

for the company’s Merchandize end Furs &e. Tie rest
are dwelling hovses shops compiing house and Ness

Fouse, « Macdonells, descripbions of Gerand Fortage
in July 1793,
And now oue trip wes dons. Surs, we hed yet the ride o Duluth in the

setiling evening but ¢that wes anti-climatieal and had nothing to do with owr

conoe voyage on & section of the old fur ¢rade zovte - Lske Supsrior to Bass-
wood Leke. As I stood alongzide the Grest Hall and gazed sercas the tenting

ground of the Northwen 4o where Hal Point stood ouwd into Loke wsg»@mam oy

- Conra-
last thoughte at the yiver ¢wo hours carlier <eme to wind.

With laDue’s ¢ruck loaded T hnd stood aside %o contemplate the Pigeon for

the lsat tiwe. Tan ool

vy yot for cowntless

&

ah, swall and wainpog:
years the highway to the west, the beglnning of the unfound northwast pesssgs,
the mm@m«* of Zur fortunes and emplre building in the weking. Aloag the

‘waters we bad vsed hod come a orawling band of adventurere - voyageurs, boure

gooisn, pariners, winterers, clerks, North Mem; pork saters, comers and goevs,

Indisne and whites.
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As T stood there I hoped their ghosts had watched Will, Dick and I during
that canoe voyaga and that t.w had smi.led in approval on f,he guys who
mtﬁcm;m:ﬁorthetunofity
And than 1 meubered something that Sig Olaon had writm in
“Thelamlyhnd"s_ an ,
"I also knew thers were some things that would
gnce or time, compounded
‘be forgotten: the Joy

rness, the sense of
’ ‘of an era that

momatthemd.,»"’ -
Wo turned the car tonrd Duluf.h md pnt the wildemeas behind us. "Husea!
- Husza! pour le paya sauvm!" |
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“She’s very old,. theas country,.v.’fhat‘s because :

‘she's nevair change. I have hear that long tam ago ~

- two hundred years, maybe - the voyageurs coms thees

~_way. In the north cances, m%sisu - thousan® of big
canoes, thousan® of men........All thees men have g0.
Of them there is nothing left, eh? Only a few story,

. & few song, meybs. But the country - she nevair G
change, m*sieu. Not even one lsedle rock have
change «+-« For me it is lak the medicine, thees
country Busgh metiieine., eh, m’ aieu?" .

Antyue Ga.gxon speaking inWalterO’Heara"s
B\xsh Hedicine. i




PR’EIE‘AGE

This is another ae@ozmt. of came vo;v’amiﬂg along a sggment af the

i old fnr w&ﬁa mut@ the present mtema‘%i@nal ‘boundarym from Bassmod
'to Crane La,ke.

I traveled a}.cme to the amaxemem of many. Tﬁovciées registering

f disbelief carried acz*oss the mter to me. The first was & fishing, gdi.d‘e'

anchored in a channel on Cmoked Lake. He said tc hia Tdude™s

%Yoy really got t.a nke the lakes and
woods to put up wit.‘h that. :

The second remax*k was over tha “mazz Gf an @utboard motor on a canoe

_kin: S-and Point Lake. The epamtor ap@tting me, shouted t@ his comfortable
. campanion in the bows ‘

- YHey, locki There’s a gv.w 3.11 alone k~
doing it the hard way. That's what :
I 1ike to see - a real mmticist*“ : , .
Regardlass of ‘what may be said by othsrs, thare was fm anda satis~
faction i.n flenng my m:scles on the paddle in the same old wabsrs and

under a pack on the same old portages ag those ancien% tmvelers - the

r;»long gone and mstly forgotten fur brigadea. It was good bush medicine‘ :

Geoz’ge D, ﬁed.rick
St. Paul, Minnesota
January 25, 1962 ‘




~ The quotatiom in this valume are fmm the fonowing sam‘cea.

Walte; O°Mearas author of the short stories Push Hedicine, The
lost Child and Ls Porcelaine Claire in ‘I‘alaa ef Tw@ Borders
publiahed by Bobbs Merrill Co.

W, S. Walla.ca' docmenta relat.ing to the North West Ccmpany

David Tho;@son. apprenticed to the Hudson's Bay Co., hut eventu
ually a partner of the North West Co. An expert astronomer
and geographer who made the first accurate maps of the "upper

~ country”. Member of the British b@undary commission. (See A.
Henry, the ycwagsrr New 1ight atc.) ‘

, Nicholas Garrys ‘Deputy aovam@z’, Hudson®s Bay Co. 1822-1835. ,
- detailed narrative of his travels in ths northwest terriwries
of British North Amﬁea in 1821" - R@ya}, S@ci.aty of Canada.

' Hen Kelsey: Clerk of Hmdson" 5 Ba.y Co. ' “The Journal of Henry
Kelsey 1291-1692" : C. }3. Bell Hi.st@rﬁ.cal & Seientific Society
of Manitoba. : : :

;egre Espirit Radigsan. French explerer and one of founders of
- Hudson's Bay Co. "The explorations of Pierre Espirit Radisson".

John' HacDonnéli: clerk of the HorthWestCo. ”Fiv& Fur Traders .
-~ Arthur Barclax one of England’s boundary commissionsrsa
A‘le@nder Mackengie: parﬁner of t,he N@r’th W@st Cm, organizer

of the X.Y.Co.; discoveror of Mackengzie River; first man to

%mss)t@ Pacific by canoce. “‘Joyages fmm H@ntrsal” “Yols 1.
1785) . S RS

D . Jd.J. Big mamber of the Ameri.can bomdary eommissiona
“The Shoe and Canoe s (1823) s

Alexander Henry (The , )3 partner in the North West Co: "New
Tight On The Barly Hist@ry of the Great Northwest" - The Mss.
Journals of Alexander Henry (The Younger) and of David Thampaon.
(1799481!&) Ed. by Elliot Coues. :

Maj. Jogegh A, Delafield: boundary ccmmiasi@n agent f@r the U. 8
Govemment. "The Unfortified Beundary . _

;- _M__QM. author and long time yatudent @f and traveler in
the canoe country. “The Loney Land®. (1961) Quoted 'by pemission
of A, Knopf, New York, New Ycax'k ynblishars :




T started alone k"!_;his méming,, frol'm: Winton'with a small 6utfit, headed
byv"c'ande for Crané Lake 90 miles to the west. | This was another cruise on
kmy voyages along the old fur trade "mad“ -

There was a reason for being ha.uled back 0 Winton fmm the Charles
;L. Sommers Wilderness Canoce Base where I outfitted. I wanted to atart a
k canoe trip at 1e&at onee on Fall Lake where the first Scout trips run by
Carl Cba,sa bagan- ; These ran from Winton, with borrowed and rented equip-
‘ment in the 1&1’.9 twentiss and early thirties. | | ‘
| There was & reason too, for making the trip al@ne. I cdﬁldn't firid
a canoe mte. Mck and, Dave, w two sons, had j@bs., Others too, had Jjobs

o or couldn't arrange their time or vacationsa Not ﬁanti.ng 1o gi.ve up the

trip, I went alone - andthereby found nyself labelsd somwhat of a freaki
e Mike Hilar and soma of the boys from the Baae, on their way o church
| in' Ely, droppad me on the Winton beach. The tm packs, 1ife jacket, fishe
o ing rod end paddle ware qmekly loaded aad I was on uy way at 9:00 a.m. My
| cmsmg fla.gs - & small Amarican one and w own pers@ml one, t::‘i,ed to a
b:.rch stick and stuck in a pack, hung limp in t,he tat.&l calm \mder the over-
~cast gky. It wasagooddaytostart | 7
| Fall Lake up which 1 now 'trs.veled is not aw:i.ldemess lake but one on
the edge of the wildemess. Conaequently there were ‘many private cebins
and several resarts along the ‘shores. A few mtcr boats mved this morne
- ing and Wildemess Qﬁwittera big lannch, enroute to the four mile portage ’
' kand thenee to Bassmd at Hoist, Bay, passed me at a distance.
| Hy first portaga came a.ft.er &7 miles of Fall Lake. Th:e,e was & %- mile
' ‘carnr to Newton Lake@ hada’t besn able to sufﬁciently mdma By gear

2 to make a aneetrip portage feasible, so thig one; and a}.l wbseqnent ones

| f ‘1 required two trips. ; The two paeks, rod and paddle vere carried on the

o first trip over and the canos on the second.
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: Nsﬁ%n Lake was short and 20 was the portage amund Pipestoné Falle

that led out of ib. " Néw I was again in the huge and sprawling ‘Baséwopd
Lake albeit still a day®s travel away from the main east and west track
~through it.» Up Pipeatons Ba.y I now eanoed headed for the location of
saVeral ].ogging campsites of the old Swallow Hopkina Co., which h&d a -
7 large mill at Winton and operated through here in the early 19003. :
I traipssd aroumi three of these 1ogging sitas and all were a disappointa
. ment.. Nothing ws.s found nor was much to be seen at either place. - Just some
‘evidence of digging or grading 1ong ago. None were as profitablefm the
standpoint of souvenirs as the sites checked 'Last year in Jackfish Bay and
- on Ensign and Jordan Lakes. k '
During the aternoon asI quietly padd‘led along, I got a pleasant
' surpri.sek. On a small island I came on a real, live memid ‘well anyhow,
| a lady sunning herself. She said in answer te ny sta:ted hs}lloz' “sz
made good time. ‘We passed ymz on Fall Lake" Ik“r‘em*embemd vhen she and
i two men | passed e enroute to soms. ishing and ve had waved. Now the two

- men were. fishing. d@ublteas on the otherszde @f the lakes, and she was await-

" ing their retum \

A campsite was pieked at 4100 pom., but because a gentle ra.in was i’alling ;
I ‘kept‘ the pecks under the eance~hoping it wnld quit. : The sita chosen was a
large one in an open woods. A 1ittle exploring amng the pines ravealed that
vat one time there had been a resort or a lodge hare ‘but almost no signs of
it were left. It was a; p;easant spot‘,‘ open and comfartable, - if only the
rain would stop! ' TV '

After sitting in the dripping mods for an hour I decided the rain might \
never quit so I made a ‘simple meal of a can of chili, a slice of salami and a
cup of coffee. Then I pitched the patched l.ittle muntain tent and prepared
. for the high.t. The canoe was placed bottom up at tha eborec. The packs were
~ hung from a wire I stretched between twa trees and the kettlea arrangad on
t,hem as a bear alarm. The poncho was laid over the tent for a.ddﬁ‘.ional rai,n
proofing, ’ ‘




| e
inside *b@ icem, I crawled and then & horrible dmce?ew, This‘ discardi
-~ from an Army salvage pile leaked. The rcof was dl"‘ippl”ig and pools had -
collected on the floor. Aliah be pralsed for :.he air mat*tress? It kept
me elevated above the fleéd though Iwa,s showered from above. |

1 was ibushad tonight. Fourteen miles is a lot of pé.ddling alone feVer;
if the 1ake‘ is célm as it was today. But I was pleased: not only had I
, mainﬁainefd he thesrefncal sehedule I had made omt, I was five mles and a
half day aheadc It was a maz*gln agaiﬂst any future slow up° ,

It 'rained a11 ni'ght a'nd'f this! @mmg ’thle 1éa§ky tent was as wet inside

; as it was out ~ the first of sevsra! such we ’cings it was. to ge‘oo The
slesping b&g too, had abscrbeda. 1ot of’ moisture. | Outairm the weather was.
Athreatenmg, A dmzzle still fell, a gusty narth wind blew and heavy
eloudé scudded overhesad. Hoping to cover a’s least a i‘ew miles before it
should turn véorse.,' "I‘ quickly packed the ‘H@\- gear-and st&rte&: up the lake
without breakfast at‘ 6: 30 a.m. Fa:fimaaa:l:e‘.tyg I was able to stay along a
lee shore for all but. a couple of m.les so T progressed ete&dilya

M; the momh of Jackfish Bay whefe it :.eitzs the main 1ake, I found
a Canoe Base crew camped on a small island rhey were fro:n Albuquerque. .
Having just finished breakfast thsy apologizaa for being 'amable to offer
me some. I was 50?2?9 tom I stepped ashore into their camp,however, and
thereby discovered the 31@3 of their tragedy a baély beatein ~canoe they
ha.d smashed the day before mnnmg mee; Bassmcd Falls. They Were very
shama—faced about it as well they should beu There are no rapids hmree ;

about suitable for mmng,especially by amateurs‘
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Here I :joinsd the main route of i}he fur trade canoces traveling SR
between Grand Portage on the east and the western posts. In these
waters beat the big canots du nord {north cances) down on their gumwales
goling east with packs of furs or west with léads of trade godds‘ Oecasiona'
ally thresding through the channels would be a "light" canoe carrying a
partner or bourgeois in a hurry or the bspring or fall "ezpréés",carrying
messages ,andrt:ail. These were ofhén Adﬁmssed o sémeone "wherever he may
be found“ A 1ight canoe mght. make up to a 100 miles in a long day, unhamp-
“ered as it. was from eargoe

it gave one a strange and somehow disturbing sense

of nearness to the past - to travsl these selfsame

waters and camp on the same portages, in the same

forest, under the same stars. You could see where

the feet of those 1eng-dead men had worn away the

rocks. Sometimes in the stillﬁess of the forest

‘night it was not &iffieult to hear their ghestly
: chat.ter and laughter. :

It was not ha.ré at gll, during the: daytime,

imagine the great brigades - forty or fifty canoes

together - coming down the border lakes. Without
half trying, you could see the rollers breaking ,

&

against the high, painted prows, the red paddles
flashing in the sun; and you would hear the gay
voyageur songs, in perfect. t:!_me with paddle. strokes,
come surging across the wa.ter.; Ha,lter O°Heara in
the LOSU Ch:.ld. : E

The fur trade was the fi?at 1arge scaJe commerclal anterprise in
Canada. It was built on the bar't.er of European manufactured goods with
the primltive, "have not” Indians for animal furs, prinr:ipally beaver.k
The fur trade was started by the French, but the fortunes of war dumped '
it all into. t,he eager 1aps of the English.‘ The chief opera’wr through
here was the North West Company whose mai.n headquarters was at Hontreal.,
Their wilderness base was at Grand Portage on Lake Supera.or until in
abont 1804 when t,hey moved north gnd built Fort Fﬁ.lliams. The border :

, lakes were the main artery of their c‘a'noa transpgrtatidn.
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"The names of the North West Company sounds like a
- rolleall of the clans of Culloden. These men were
hardy, couragsous, shrewd and proud. They spent
a good part of their lives traveling incredible
distances in bireh bark canoes, shooting rapids, or
navigating inland seas. They were wrecked and drowned.
They suffered hunger and starvation. They were robbed
and murdered by the Indians and sometimes by one
another. = They fell the victims of smallpox, syphilis,
and rum. Yet they conquered half a continent, and
they built up a commercial ampa.re, the like of which
_North America has never seen.” - Wo 5. Wa}.lace .

; While Basswood Lake was never a main center of.‘ trading, tha old -

| traders journals att.est t.o the 11fe there 83 they passed through.

‘"o the portage of the Bois Blanc (1) which is 180 paces.
‘Then follows the lake of the same name, but I think
- 1mproper1y 80 called, as the natives named it the ‘Lac :
' Passeau Minac Sagaigan, or Lake af Dry Berries.(Z) '

'Before the smallpox ravaged 'bh:.s country, and completed
.what the Nadowasis in their warfare, had gone far to
accomplish, the destruction of its inhahibants, the -
population was very numerous; this was also a favorite
parts where they made their canoces, ste., the lake
abounding in fish, the country around it being plenti~
fully supplied with various kinds of game, and the rocky
ridges, that form the boundaries of the mter, covered

: with a variety of bem'ies.; e ,

~ When the Freneh were i.n possession of this country, they’
‘had several trading establishments on the islands and
banks of this lake..... This lake is irregular in its
form, and its utmost extent from east to west is fifteen
miles; a point of land, called Point au Pin (3) jutting
into it, divides it in two parts; it then makes a gecond

~angle at the west end, to the lesser Por&‘;s.ge de Bois

~ Blane (&) two hundred ‘paces in length. ' - Alexander
Mackenzie 1?85. B e

: "Ws passed a wmtering post of the Hudsan”s Bay Co.,, -

~ coneisting of two or three comfortable huts on a cape.
Boisblane (5) very crooked, and resembles the 1etter Z
in shape.” - Dr. de ds Bigsby 1823. -

(1) White Wood. Portage - now Prairie Partags between Basswoed and Smcker

Lakes.

{2) Basswood Lake. ' e
(3) Transalated Pine Point 1s probably the capa now known as Canadian Pﬁint,
(%) LesserWnitewood Portage, now a part of Horse Portage, :
(5) Basswood Lake. -
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“Found - & Sotees (1) and their families with about the
meat of 2 moose dried - The house (2) burmt to the ground
about % pm the rain came heavy and we put up-about, 2 pm
the gentlemen (3) czme and put wp with us." - David Thomp-
80N, August 1797 at Prairie Portage to Basswood.

"To Gros Portage des Bois Blanc (4}, which is nesr 300
paces long. Here we met three cances from Rainy Lake,
loaded with packs from the Athabasca Departwent, bound
for Grand Portage. I delivered them my dispatches for
Montreal. We came on %mv%h Lac des Bois Blanc (5)

a8 far as the Pine Islands (€), where we found a few
Indians making cances. Mine was insuch bad - shape that

I could proceed no farther: I theirefore determined to
wait for enew one here, there being several on the atockso
The Indians were cirinkiﬁg and rather troublesome.

This morning we had rain, which continued untilten o%clock,
vhen the weather cleared up, and the Indians set to work
finishing my cance., At eleven o'clock, four more canoes
from Rainy Lake, with Athabasca packs, passed, and at one
o®clock Roderick MeKenzie arrived in a light cance, two
days from Lac la Pluie (7), expecting to reach Grand Por-
age early on the 29th (8) he left at two o°clock. Several
‘canoes overtook and passed me while I was impatiently wait-
ings but the Indians, from yesterday’s debauch, were not in
‘a vorking mood, and were continually smoking and begging for
liquor. The weather was werm and sultry, which so increased
their lazieness that they finelly feel asleep. The women
brought me plenty of fine large hurtleberries, of which there
is an sbundance on the roecks around this leke. Toward eve-
 ning the Indiens awoke and insisted upon my giving them
liquor, otherwise I should have no canpe; and they threat-
ened to bresk my old one. However, I persisted in refusing.
We came to high words, and, in our turn, menaced them with
& good beating if they misbehaved. This had the desired
effect and about midnight we got ri.d of them. :

This morning the scoundrels refused to mrk, and 1 was
obliged to set my own men to finish the canoce. ©She was
completed at ten o®clock, when we loaded and embarked,
giving the fellows a mcipt for the eanoe - 60 skins
paysble at Lac La Pluie." - Alsxander Hem-y, the young@r
in Basswood Lake, July 26-28. 1800.

{1) Saultm Indisns mkmm as Chippewa., |

) Bark wigmw: :
} Probably partners who wintered at the trading forts, known as "bourgeois."
Jq.) GreaterWhitewood Portage -~ now Prairie Pﬁrtagao e
5) Basswood Lake. '
6) Probably the iglands around Ottawa and Washingﬁon Islands.
7§ Rainy Lake.
8) This would be gaing from Basswood to Grand Portaga in mo days!
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Abvout 980(3 8ola, 1 landed amid the 'muld@rs on the west side

of the first falls of the Basswood River an& began to carry the 1{*
mile Horse Portage. Every 200-300 yards were pls.ced canoce rests
along the trail. Hy method was to e&m{y wy packs t0 a #és‘t, theﬁ
walk back and bring ‘up the canoe repeating m‘ekgmee‘ss_mui. I was
 over. In this uay everythmg wore or less n%aveé forward together -
and nothing was ewmr far behind. Fnrtunately 1wel and with a good
walking path, j;his pomage mm-thealesa, tnek ne two hmu*s and forty
winutes to cover. Buring ﬁha% tiue -~I met ne one bu:tf occasional voices
coming through the \moda, indieated paaple wers in the mpids and pools
of 'che river.

" In the fm' tratie daya Harsa Fart.age did mt exist pwﬂding a walke -
«ingpassageammd asarieaefbaﬁ rapids

There were a couple of short =
port.agas tmt for the most part the big birchbark eanoes were worked : |
’ehrou@ the fast water.
"Weeamstothaendofthelake (1),andﬂmsto
Petit Porteges des Bois Blane (2), which is about
200 paces over. Thence we went down several ugly
~ rapids.” - Alexander Henry, t.he younger, July 28, 1800.
It was now noon and with the ra:m clomds dispemad and the sun out
o in full force, 1 spmad m‘ 1uneh things in the 'shade at the ms-t, hudmg
‘vor the portage. T had barely startad 'ba:ll&mg ‘a sandwich when Jeroux
Sharp armved followed closely by hm erey bmmd for the Base. ‘He and I
had a pleazant visit as his peopile made the eam-y Then he took off ami,
I was again alone. ' '
‘ Near %eelbarrdw Portage 1 met sti.ll mother Cance Base party, the °
’ third for the day. They told me how ta portaga on the near side 01’

o Hheelbamw Falls and save a wile of paddlmg.

(1) Basswood at the Bassmad River.
(2) Lesser Whitewsod Portege. It 18 now amm the. first 125 yards of
Horse Partage : ,




il

At 4300 Peltes I 'a:rrivéd at lLower Bass#bed Fé.‘lls, ‘The river here,
spills down in three cascades that mke it a very pretty and noisy place. o
There ara twa por’cages ~ the main cma on the right and one on the 1818:1&
that. lies betwsen the middle and western sascades. ’ The island landing is

’ka huge sloping rock and is appsrem.ly the old fur traders portage to

We proceed@d to Petit Rocher Lac Croche (1), 2

~ portage of about 100 paces over a rock, to Lac

Croche.” - Alexander Henry, t,he younger, July 28,

1800,

On the hmp of thise island was a splandiﬁ cam:psite with a table and
: ’there I 1anded ror ths aighta I hung ent all wy wet belongings and perked
- wyself uwp with two cu;on of eold instmt tea. ‘l‘hon 1 .}ust sat on a small
grassy opening overlooking the falls and relaxed. The French »Voyagenrs,
‘who certalnly must have camped on i;his spot. many ﬁiﬁes, and I éharad a
common feéling j.e., it was gnéd to ba éixﬁshéd‘viw the day's travels!

It wasn®t long before I discmred tha warblers in the tall pines of
the islauds And they drove we crazy! Eagar tpnidentify them I immediately |
kset: out "birding" with wy field glasses. ffhay proved to be the wost elusive l

birds I sver tried to 'idéﬁhify. Bither I couidn% find ‘them at all or they‘
| vere so jittary they wuldu‘t sit still leng anough for me to spot any field
markings. I finally gave wp. | "

In the evening after supper I put the cance into the 'igka sbove the.
falls and trolled for a while. ny@a'aght rwthing but I éidgépot i,a nice doe

and nanaged to s‘byaklk,‘ quite close t_é h:e:r.‘, I tumedin sa.riy under a full
L oo, ~ . S ,

"Hor Chosts, noF Ratﬂemkes, nor Spidera e

‘nothing can prevent the fatiqued wyageur

~ from slwpi.ng- - Hicholas Gamy

(1) Little Stone Pﬂrtage of quked Lake. |




 This turned out to be a’*day’ noteworthy for animals and thei:* antics.

| 1 was on the Basswood River on the way to Crooked Lake at 6:45 a.me,
and within a mile was invited aéhwre for a cup of coffee. The ipeopls at
whose camp T enjoyed this earlyktwming hospitality were the Wa. C. Wilsons
of Bimi.nglm Alabm W@ had sean ‘each other twice yesterday - once at
the first ‘portage west of Herse Pamge and the secoud time on opposite
aides af’ tha Iewer Falls. At the Firvst mting we had only said hello,
~as I called to them to portage on the sem.h rather than the north side |
of the river. ﬁcw aa I passad and called "good morning” they invited me
into their camp.

_ Mras, Wilson aeveral vears befm haﬁ z'ead of canoe tripping in 2 mage
| agine and they had come up ami tried it, amf:.‘c‘oing through Wilderness Ot
fitters of Ely. The axperience ha.d been so enjoyable that they were now
’ uking thair fourth trip and looked faward to others.

Mrs. Wilson paid we a thrilling eamplimnt; ~ She saids "Yesterday I
sald to wy husband when we saw mtraveling alone ‘da;you suppose thb.t’s '
that Mr. Olson who writes those bmka’?"’ She was referring of course,
to Signrd Ouon ef Ely. - I was sorry I wasn®t.

Within two blocks of the ‘ﬁ’ilaan'a camp I found the ﬁrs’c of the an:lmls
that were to wark this éay« These m mink, two young aniuals pla,ying and
hunting among the rough boulders of ftha shore. Eﬁdentally they wers this
 year®s kits, halfegrown and mive, for they let me appmeh with the canoe .
to within fifteen feet of the&. After mtehing for a while I earafnlly
: ba.cked away and from around a corner, ee,lled to t.he Wilaons to come and
“ ses them. T@gether we took pﬁ.etum.
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A short ways farther down the river I caue tq a picturesque cliff -
o 7~ | , the famous ‘"Picﬁm' rock? of Cmskac} 'Lakaa Here are some of the finest
examples of Indian paintings to be found in tha country. On here is the |
figure, famusly known to st&dems as ?he "eccentric moose" -8 snall

Grawing of a mose amking a tm-bwlad pipet 'i‘his too, is the cliff
where the early explorers referred to the armws of the Sioux atill in
: ‘tha cmks af the rocks. |

"Within three mles of the last portage is a
remarkable rock, with a smooth face, but split
and cracked in different parts, which hang over
~ the water. Into ome of its horigontal chasms
‘ 2 great number of arrows have been shot, which
s sam&tohavebe&ndmebyampartycf the
Nadowasis or Sioux, who had done much mischief
in this country, and left these. weapons as a
warning to the Ghebeis orqna'him‘ Alemder
Mackenzie : : , ,

*Until lately, the arr’ows ashet by,;th,e Sioux,
during a conflict at this spot, aight be zeen,
SRt Lo sticking in the clefts of tlw roeksc « Drs J

© At the Rock in Arrows we met nine canoes ]Joaded
with Athabasca packs.” « Alexander Heary, the
younger, July 28, 1800. o e
From here on the river channel, quiet and wide, is simply a 1ong
ars of Crockad Lake. At one place on the low mtem shore two doe fed.
They let me. approach ‘to mthin a hundred feet as they mt.tnmd to fead
t.hen simply walked back into the brush and disappsared
About mid worning I “ﬂewma" m the right side of a 1ong islend
‘instead of folloving the bcmier on the left. By 80 doing, I got a band-

same dividsnd This was a pwfaetly bleaehad deer skull crowned with ﬁ.na

'4 _ ant}.ers,f:.ve points on & siés. I aspotted this ‘?’ﬁ,ﬁ*t@ ’?thing" frou some
di—stance amy vwhere it lay on ths éacks-at : éh*ei wat.ers edge. The more I
studied it and the closer I canoed the less 1ike driftwood and the more
like antlers it looked. And sure enough it ms, surrounded by the scat~
tered bones. Apparently this was the epot whare some whitetail uonarch

had made his last stand against the mlveg the uinter\before.
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Ineidmtally, this ayrea is mpmtad to be home to the largest popnlation
of timber wolves of any plaea in the country.

As T turned west amxmd the pe:unt cantaining the ’fabie Rock canpsite;

o Tomet the first of the fishing bosis I was to see on Crooked Lake. This

was a guide w®ith a man and a womsn still«fishing in tha narrows there.

| 'I’hese pecple came out of Zup®s Curtin FallgFishing Camp‘ at the west end

| of Gm@ks& He is one of the Zmpaacieh bréthers‘ of Ely and was a determined |

fighter against the aeroplaneban. How he is cub off, 45 iles and three

‘long portages from a rosd. Tt is axpocted that his place will be bought

out by the goverment. and the pmperty a.llowed tc return to a wild state.
In the last narrow ehamel hsfare t.he wide part of Grooked Lake, a

- doe white‘cail deer gave we a mi‘. i:hrill. Bngeea by we on a hillside

1;0 my left, she becane frightaned ar m ehased. At any rate, the first

thing I knew was that she ran at tep smd dmm tha hillslde, Jjunped .i.at,a

the water fifty feet ashead of we ané began mming across. I was able

to snap pictm'es of her as she was suiming and as sha elimbed out on shore,

'l‘bam she shook hersalf, took a last 109!: at ne and with a bleat, flipped

her tail in the air and “jumped into tha denaa waodss :

‘Eera\m;s an exauple af where cmmvreadiness paid off. ~‘Whenyever I
start out I set my ema lens aceerding to ihe'liglit and. wrap thef camers,
with the case epen, fm t,he poneho at my faet. The 's’tmp‘ 'is snapped to the
thwarb. In that way it is proteeted fm aplash, can’t get loose fm the
canoe yet is ready and handy fer quiek shots. That is the only way. aan,y
of the fleeting pz.cturas of the wildemess can be captnred If the camera
is carriad in the pack or gaelget bag - ka.pm! ‘l‘he pictnre is gone before
you are ready. ;i |
Now I came into the main and big Jpart of Crooked Lake. Its name is
"appropriate for it is erookeé mth mny beya, ialands, channels and eapes»
It is very bsautifulv




“Then succeeds the pormga of La Croche (1) and
is followed by ewbarkation on that lake, which
takes its name from its figure, It extends
eighteen miles, in a meandering form, and in a
westerly direetion; it is in general very nerrow,
and at about two-thirds of its length becomes
very contracted, with & atrang wrent. - Alex- -
ander Haekenzie.
Camp was ‘wmade abaut poon on 2 nice peint ﬂhioh had large saooth
“rocks sloping 'ho the water for a landing. Unfurtunately t.he site was
| [dirty with eamg paper, food remnants and fish skins. I was too hot
r‘and basmd ta ge m an I just aat in the shade, dramed cf ambition,
and parspired Fimlly in tm late aftamon, I gave the site a good
claaning and set up m’ aamp Abm:t ?:30 y.m, I boiled a pot of rice
and aprieats asnd this ;
‘rockastheemingmuﬂ, lifm:yapirits. : ,
. :f: The surplns Army, mountain tentI amusing has pmven to be "bad
i slaeping" ‘motsture candeuses so badly ingide it that the sleeping be.g

‘ beemnes damp and the inside of the tent is "wringing wet" by mming

ed mppar A soap down and bath on the ;

even thcugh it doesu*t rain. Each afmmon a neeeasary part of camp
- making is to hang thase up to dry.
I tr:i,ed fishing this evening and eaught 8. small mouth baas and a eoupls
,jof nerthsms. In front of iho camp wos. 8 weed beé, fnll ot uinnows in
fuhi,eh mﬁhems were feadiz:g judging from am.rls and sylashes, but these
‘f«outnfoxed me. Castaa I miglm, thay mld not atrike. o

 After a braakfast of farina and eoﬂ’ee, 1 ‘m on my way wp the lake
| at 6330 2., ‘I‘here wem aeattmd elcmcts overheaxi but to the west, where .
'Imhem,adwkbankwmmdam&eremughtﬁngandam. |
| Ho mhar sigas tm this were needed o iwdieate t&m mrtai.nly of a stora i
7but fnrtmmy it mmd to the ama aﬂd the sun shown brightly.

(1) Creﬂkag&kiaake; P
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By 9200 a.m., I was alméh at the western part of the lakek where I
bad planned to put up and in full sight of Zup®s camp. The site availe
able, an old Canaﬁ:man ranger cabin, was not espemally att.raet,we nor did
I care tostick arownd near the resort for ths day. I decided to centinue.
At Zup's resort I visited briefly with Mr. Zupancich and bought sosp,
mshli@t batteries and tea.. After starting on this voyage I discovmd
I was shart ef s0aps tha fhshlight had been tnmed on when shcved in th&
ffpackaﬂdhadbumedmtmdthe mlm usingas a ooolant in the hot
a.ftamoons aha.mtafwrtimsmmth&nihadplmadforz I was glad
for the chance to do 8 little re-ontﬁtting with Nr. Zup. o
A quarter nile pasi:. an‘a, Gmked Lake ends abmptly in a wide
praeipiee of water known ss cnrtaﬁ.n Falls. - On the 1e£t I begm to pmtageu
‘  "Lgke Croche is terminated by r.he Portage de Rideau,(1)
four hundred paces long, and derives its name from the
~appearance of the water, falling over a rock of upwards
of thirty feet. Several rapida meed ? - &lexander
ﬁackanzie. ,
"At sunset came ta Pa de Rideau, where we stopped

fggb the night." - Hanry, the younger, July 28,
1600, U

"The portage from Crooked Lake ie one post over a gran~
ite ridge. The fall is called by the Frenchmen the
Window Curtain Fall. It is & handsome shoot, 35 feet
dﬁs@ﬁte »e n&j@ Dalafi.ﬂ.d, Jﬁy 2‘&, 1823¢ o
As I depaaitﬁ g paaks at the far eud of the pamge, I discovered |
acameBammwmgWﬂthcm%ﬂey“__ |
phasmt zurprise and I had an hour visit ‘iflth him and his peepla over

tmlsandwichesandamahmthaedgeafthefam. Likstheoldfur

’rhi.avasa

brigades as they passed I geve him wdwp&t\:hea for ;!ieutreal 1.6.9 @
wessage for the Base that I was makingﬁ good trip.

(1) Curtain Falls Portage.
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Passing the narrows in the river into Iron Laga, I was slapped full
in the face with a strong west wind. There was no conve‘ni.eni place for
protection so I s’omk out for an islanﬁ one-gighth mile away. Only by
sitting in the bow seai: and paddling firet on ona sxde and then on the
other did I uaka 1t. A lone paddler in the bow 1ooked silly bnt it did
'keepthccanoeheadedmtothawlnd |

Tﬁeb&tafblwymadl e@uldmtgeozz against it, 80 T made &
”ﬁagmda ‘the fimtf of thetr;tpm ; ,”demds is the ,old voyageur®s
Freneh ﬁmﬁ fer bamg wmdbwnﬁ This one 1astad an impatient three lwurs,
mde worse by the uany hrge, biting ﬂies on tha tiny i,sland

I aould have made caap at tha smll, little used site herva but I was
- anxious to caup at Reweea Falle one. ami cne~ha1f miles away. So when the

vind slacked off at 5:00 p.m., I hurriedly peddled up the lake. This proved

to be a bad error in judgement!

I reached tha falls eampsite easily hut the smm that had been hange
ing on the winds off to the nerth reva"sad itself ami came into camp tau.
Jnat hefore I finished pitching the tent the he&venly’meketa m-andsd and
the deluge started By the time I fimshed the tent aud could get into ity
Iwas toowattodaso, Ijnatstwdmthepiaas farhalfanhouranﬁ
dripped in ailenee. ‘I‘he mods end I were e~wel and I was 80 diseonraged that

I didn‘*t attempt cookmg supper bn%. after & 1aok at the i‘alls. mt. to bed.
Thank goodnoss the sleeping bag was dry, at leaat 1o begin with. For what
aemolatien 1':. waa worth, I knew I was not the first voyagaur o be so sadly
affl:.etadt

© ®At noon it vained havd having no shelter but ye
‘heavens for a Cammope nor no wood to meke a
fire." - Henry Kelsoy - July 2, 1689 exploring nor'bh
ef Chm,'ehxn Rwam '~
#1t is a strange thing when victualls are mtmg, worke ,
whole nights and days, lyedommz the bare ground, to
have the belly empiy, the wearinesse in the bones, and
drowsinesse of the body by the bad weather that you are

to suffer, having nothing ta ksepe you from auah
calamity. Rachsson e




-: It was awetworld into which Icraﬁlaﬂ this wmorning. Pantsg socks,
boots, shirt and poncho were sosked from yesterdays downpour. Also the
inside of the tent and the outside of the slesping bag. The woods dripped
and to shake a bush or knock 2 tree was to invits a shower. But thers was

a promise of better things - the sun s!mm 'brightly in a cloudless sky.

That, with 2 hot breskfast Qf e:affga snd oatmeal, made a good start of the
The 51& fur tr&dm never saw Ra‘béuca' Fails - at least none of thé
Journals mention them - fca* tha:y 15.& one and am-half uiles off the old
route. Had they been seam‘:hing fwr bmty they would have done well to-
have found them. L | | |
'l’h;a two Rabwca?allﬁ; am speetaewmd différent* : They are not o
like normal falls but wore like giant til‘;eé tmughaofmek, sach & block
long, down which roar the amtsr# of Iron Lakeinto Hc&me Lake. The two
falls run parallel to each other and my lest nights cenpsite was on a blook
square island in between. po | |
I was given the once waz& as I s?,arteé down t.he Iake this mominge
Two beaver, each independent ef the atherg spett.ed ne i:n the eanoe fm
150200 yard away, and swam upandpassedclnaely by. I haw seen many

‘beaver through the years but none ever came alengside.

Through Iron Lake and into Battla Lake the old mute and the present
border led we. Near the Bo'ttle Pnrtage were three does t.hat made a beautiful
study in wild life. One was q:z:,te eaﬂaas and allouad we to come close for

> Pietmﬁn

Bottls Portm m & e@rﬁnmy mad on 11; 8o Zup ean run a Jeep, whieh
he keepe t&mm, back and fsﬂ.h mth sﬂpphesa As I landed at his pier I
heard boats coming and soon fi;m ef his shwed upe One m’ought some of his

guests going home and ‘the other theirbaggagag  His wen threw my packs on his

jeep so 1 had Just the canoce to earry.
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I visited with the guests briefly at the Lac La Croix ena uf Bottle
Portage. One of them, a gentleman from Chicago said: ”Yo‘uy aren®t Mr, O'Heaéa
gm ygu?" ‘He was mfewing o ‘Walter O%Menra, laathozé o_f' "The Savage Country"
and "The Grand Portage.” It was the second time I had been mistaken for an
e | , , ; , e
| “To the Fla.ean (1) Portage, whiah is very
- difficult, is four hundred paces long and

~ loads to the Lake of la Croix, so nsmed from
’fm its shape." - Al&xanﬁar Mackenzie

"Hexee I saw the first dog (a large blaak Indian ‘
one that Auge® the interpreter killed in la Croehe)
eaten. He castorated him as soon as he fell to pre=
vent rank taste in the flesh. The hair of the snimal
was singed off as Ganad&.ans singe their hega and then
. washed clean with water." - Johm MacDonnell, August 16,
1793 aamping at : ,n (B@tt}.e) ?urbaga.k '

lae La Croix on uh:.eh I m embarkw& mem Lake of the Bross or Cross

laks. It is spproximately 27 miles in length and 1ike an of these lakes is
typically bw fringedand island ammd ﬁm I pieke& up the motor boat
emud for two marine railways over the pertagea t.o the uest provides easy
«ameas from Crane Lake and t.hem ars several mem md an Indian village

"The Laka af the Croas is thirty four as.lea 1ong

by eighteen wide, according to Mackensie. Aeeard-
ing to our survey, it contains 260 islands, often
pine tufted with rushy sides, besides rocks inumer-
sble. A few miles from the Pewarbic Portage (1),

on an island near the south main, there are the
remains of a round tower, or defensive building of
some sort, twenty-seven feet in diameter. It was
erected by the Indians and commands a wide view of
expanses and woodly xa?es. R

(1) Bdt‘i}le Portage.
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"The new or Dog River voute (1), from Lake Superior

to the Lake of the Woods, enters Lac La Croix on its
north~east side by the River Maligne, and thence forth
is the same 28 the old route.” - Dr. J. J. Bigsby

"We next entered Lac La Croix, but the wind soon came
on zhead and obliged us to put ashore, where we walted
some time. We again embarked,came on to Pointe au
Sable, and put up for the night. Hosquitoes and sand-
flies were very troublesome. We here found Indians
making canoes.” - Alexander Henry, the younger, July 29,

The;day ba:i.«ng’v early I pushed up the lake and soon came tQ’ a prominent
landmark - Warrior Hill oi: xmng, (or Shoﬂesa) Island. This is a high
hill raising abmptly from ‘me waters edga and the entire west.em side is
a bare, steep slope af irrsgnlar gmmta. Legend has it that this was
& warrior training gmunziaad among ather thiags, the young Indian lad
was required to run up it Whew! The beauty ef the place was marred
somewhat by the initials of desecram semwhed in the black 1ichens.
This sort of thing is not new but it is mmtmble that some can only
| enjoy the beanty of thase places by deapo:.ling i’e' %

*The travelle? has left his mark on this roek :’Ln

various wayss some by paue & some by date & some

by strange device.” «~ Maj. Balaﬁeld, at picture

rock on Crooked lake. , 3
A wmile or so on bayond the hill is the p‘ief}uxfe rock of Lac La Croix,
another splendid e@mpié of Indisn picture painﬁnga,‘ mclnding several
m’oaée. In one place a eonéidarable area is eevex?ed by nothingbut hand
prints. Here I ﬁet three lads from Chieage eating luneh' aﬁd resting.
After taking their p:.etures for tham wi.th thair camera and some pic*tures

3

of my. own, I paddlad across the laka for lunch.

(1) When the North West Company closed their Grand Portage dapct in
1804 and established themselves at Fi. William in order to assure
themselves of being on British soil, they opened a long idle
route to the interior. This was the Keministikwia River, Stur-

geon Lake, Malinge River route which joins the bvorder lakes in
the northeast part of ‘Lac: La Croix. It was known as the new
route. , 2 ‘ S
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A short wéys beyond the lunch site I ‘pﬁjckad
; =

oft

used campsite in Fish Stake Narrows. Again
tea berore pitching eamp, attermpting to cool
I even peeled my clothes off but the pesky flies
into them for protection from their bites. So,]
all the trees and bushes with ayr wet gear £y

From ny camp the Picture Rock was in pl:ain
: miles away. Several bos.ts swpped to view k
Forest Service. red ami oranga marked plane.
~them but they never mm.eeﬁ or wam v:ot 1091:

tima a yellow Carzadiaa Lands and F@mt plméhn

appeard behind a moded pairst. : ’fhe nap shoupa;

I caught two northerns mﬁ 2 mllaye taLla o
~ do while traveling, I should cateh mray&ltw
‘ "seriocus flshmg. . |

- To bed a.t 9230 P«mos aft,er & caeling soaph

This was an meventful mmi.ng as I WO

islands f.’mally landmg about noon, after buekii;l

'round island near Gull Roek seven and ane—fﬁhrth

Rarrows. ‘
At one place though, 1 did catch some fish.

apparently trolled my darevle across a reef to 1

and was landed and in rapid sﬁcms‘sigri, two ?ora
I reeled in, inorder to go on my way. Gne was saved

' Canceing alons is a ‘bit'differénﬁ than when
the paddlifgg and eamp(_ work. ’
- I stay on t!m‘ most traveled ?e:’m.’tef ﬂlrwgh th@sfel

Because of the e:v,eb

I°11 have a better chance of attracting it. The

the compass and map be kept before me on the

for we.

a small and little

st sat and drank cold

after another hot day.
‘scon dmve me back ,

Just sat after draping

OR. ﬁesteﬁay.

view one and one-quarter
aiﬁtiﬁgs as did a U“; Se

f£lashed ny Awhitel map at

Abautk the aamé ‘
ded ta the east anﬁ dis~
ranger cabin over thers. |
Far all the trolling I
I*m not really doing much

a-bh 2

west f?.nd‘north through many

g some wind, at a tiny
miles west of Fish Stake

Skirting a point I
skeward. A walleye hit
o Fimlly in desperation,

iona stringer for supper.
~:ynn~have apartner to share
pifeséﬁt danger of mié_eixt,
lakes so that if I need help

straﬁge lakes require that

botwhom of tha canoe aml are

constantly used for reference.
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‘of conrse relzeé upon Inchans to guide thsma The

'the countmr unfolded mre full of errovrs and wilé

7 utilized.,

w22
I marveled at the French explorers @h@ @a@é

hardly any knmﬂedge of where they were or where

”All the old ma.ps, are ﬁ@nm& te be of]

thmag%n here with
they were going. They |
crude maps made as

any availy

they are known to have been made :m iggemnca, and

to be replete with errors.” - Ar‘thm'

Operating the z:sms@ alsme is ciﬁferant. Ia

the bow seat v:ith m:y feet temrd 'the eeni;em Thi
nearer the middle ef the eaﬁpa an:i more ;ei 1tr is
thé water. This is ‘es'séami bx—" ﬁ;e éli’g}imswh,éii
or at lesst, make guidmg the cazwa h&rdar. . «i!fhe’
to the at.har end of the came a3 passibleo .
A light line, tied to a tiawartg is %h?eakd

arclay.

it on what is nomally
é' is 8o wy weight is
consequently down in

nd would whirl me around

jpacks are stowed as far -

thafrongh the pack straps

and tied to everything so that 3f I ﬁapsize my ;gear and the cance will be

tied together. Whenever I go ashore one end of

k'the canoe is 1ifted out

and this sawe line, tase& as 2 gzazn‘%:erg is fieh to somathing as a double

precautiona

 Distance is covered more slowly, possibly %Lo ﬁl@s- an hour 'iﬁ a

caln andit isa difficult adjustment from speedy trains and cars to this.

But I am resigned to slow progress and instead of| becoming fmtmtad,

enjoy the cpportunity for'atu&fying %ha-l&kesi%e.

I paddle best cm the

leﬁ. but witch when neeessary as & reliaf‘. aEa.'ch stéak‘e mu‘syt. pravide

the forward movement an& the gnidame tn the ‘eanos

Stmkes are slawer

bu'i; cach sends the craft 10 = 29 fe@t @@eﬁ&mg on hw much glide is

preblem of motiv:i.ty. ;

Wmd from arry mrectmré exce}':t b@hﬁ.nd adds mat.ly to the
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give me that "erail worn and we;ary" looke

o *havs hurried a3 the wind ealmad.

“The movement of & cance is like a reed in the

wind. Silence is 2 part of i%, and the sound of
lapping water, bird songs snd the wind in the trees.
Tt is a part of the medium thmu.g}:& thich it floats,
the sky, the water, and the shores. A wman is 2 part

of his canoe and therefore part of all it knows. The

~ instant he dips his paddie, he florws @s it flows, the

- canoe yielding to his slightest touch jand responsive
to his every whim and thought. There is magic in the -
fesl of a paddle and the movemeni of g canoe, a wagic
ccmpounded of distance, adventure, solitude and peace.
The way of a cance is the way of *ahe ilderness and of
a freedom almost forgotien, the epen cor to waterways
of ages past and 2 way of life with profound and abiding
satisfactions.” - Sigurd F. O’lsem : R ‘

In the zzidélé of the kaftamwn a mawr C‘&l’iﬁ&ueaﬁe up to the island

| frcm the east then heade& ﬂﬁrth tméaréf 'thé Indian villagag; Running the

~ canoe was an Iz;dian azﬁ.d; a mman; sm,sldmg a baby from the splash, sat in

the bow. Amidships t%as black«hamaé Ezmds af'j*sgékfam_aller childf’en ‘appaamdl
above the gunwale. ‘ - |

The Indisn village haa about threa mﬂes; *@g"mﬁe mm, oﬁt of sight
behind Island 27. I spotted it in ths distanééa as I canced up at noon -

red and whits buildings far away. I shall wisit theve in the mming
_although I' not very presentable. Dirt;g clethejsiand a;week of whiskers

Fish ehoazﬁér,’ buttez*&eﬁt@h pu&dfa_ngk and cpffee mada in ’the. gkillet,

the utensil ﬁ!Ot in use, wound up the dayo

turda o July 29 = Lac Ia Croj =9 mil

I was up at 5:00 a.m., ami as a m&eratexmd was blowing, I pulled k

the camp dmm and hurriedly p&eked it, and tcak fz acmss the 1akeo i 1

km’sed to safaly meke the b:z.g tramme fwm t:;e abntl; 10 the north shore

'bsfore any %ranger mnd a‘éma}d stir up the waves. i 'Aetﬁally I :need,n?t
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A mile from *"he Indian vﬂlage I went asho:-e, eockad a skimpy break-

fast on k. will@w f:we and "prettiad u@ . just ag the olden &ay voyagsurs

‘did befers eomng into a fort or pes%., e

the cluthes I wore so this aperatien tmeé

out

Acmally I had htt‘le aleng exeep’e. ,

o be a sxmple thing, 180,

‘my regular moming washiagg pattmg on wy heavidrr shirt which, though wrinkled o

was clean, and puttmg By comb in my poeket

oy gear paeked ont of sight in the packs and ny

‘the village and a cal}.. :

in n.ase I needed it!

Then with
ﬂégs flying, I set out for

“We shet white water and mada the gimdy {raverse of

lac La Croix, and passed through
‘on the Ri?er Kamakam - Ha.‘iter G
Child. :

' Chﬂdren spst'bed ne alaaast imadiately

and set my course for t.he aln‘tt&md b%chw

pewa to his playmates and I ceuld geg the seve

turn in wy direction. Bm“’s as I drew shse T.

gray olcl cabﬁ.m
and a man and a teenaage boy atapped sawiﬁg
cabin under constmet.iqn and walked down 'to

Without getting out we engaged in some smell te

was an 1dle visitor theg mtmd to their 7ork '

The v;-.llage 5:2;%;& on ‘the Gazzad:.aﬁ shara

River with lac La Croixg About 100 Iﬂdﬁm

the
*Heara in The Lost

A

Ammandsmgiﬂsmsea
tﬁe

at

Indian village

as T rounded the wooded point

,,‘mallboy'ca,lled out in Chip-
rj:l V"sa!a;ll heads come up and
r'an up the path toward 2

of :ut, and s‘bood and aatehed
hamering in a nearby new
shore uhere I had sivapped
L‘c When they fmzmi out I

the Jui;cjzion of tb;e : Hamaksn

1ive here in the small houses,

all lboking much the samm that ‘have mplaced tié'bark mgwams . Thesé are

seattersd along tb.e shore for a qmrter of a. m!.e at tha ‘adge of the mods. |

o vSmke came from the @hmmays of. & f@w bui; ‘thers sasn't many peeple to be

Thare are no r@ads in the ﬂllg._ge w;;mt mﬁh& - and no automobﬂ.es :

: einee it is f@x‘ty mi‘;*_es

were manyoutboards mrk@d up ami ém the sﬁam

0 & ma& ‘Pranspos‘iat:

Loy is by boa,t and thare

o
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The outstanding structure in the villsgs was the fine schoolhouse

and the school teacher’s home at the top of a

The school was very neaﬁ with :ar picture
wall behind the teachers desk and a couple of Ii
floor at the other end. | | ;

A thefnorth end of the village, below ;

at which some chimran p:.ayea. As I approaebea

I tied the canoe and walked up the 'bank toward a little house there.

was promptly net and loudly greateﬁ there by 81
pos:.tions ﬁere donbtfuL :
yelled at them in Chippew%a a.nd settled ’t.hem
' carried on a short and 1ia1ted eomrsation

the teacher?®s cabbage Pateh whicb' She"ﬁe‘ﬁdéé in |

)kson came down to the pier as 1 preparedto tz;ke

Three miles to the wast is Cawbell’s ‘i‘r&d
, operated by Bob Hazzdbev'g; which is also a r?sor
tha "store"' for the village and is open alliwin

o many of the Iadlazzs arcund the ;ﬂ.a.ce at hemseke'

This provzdes them some summer time empleymegt T

unemployment help from tha Canadian Govarmint

| manner, wit.h some fishfmg, hmx%ing and trapiaing
aceording to Bob Handberg wi‘hh. vhom I visited.

At Bob Handberg®s I bought some eandy h&d
postcanis home. Then I cam;ed west for aboiu'e 4

available campsi.te, made ay m on a roak 1edge

Slept' an extra’ hbur this mmiag. » ?ising' a
clothes and a razor I would 'have stayed nearer
attended a Sunday ksarvma held there. I have a

~ attracted to it and that would have made it

dowm;

ise. The Canadians furnish
of Queen Elizabeth on the

ndian d,atiee drums on the

Lhe school house, was a pier

they ‘scampéred away but
I

X assorted dogs whose dis-

Fortmately a womaﬂ came out of the honse and

“She was friendly and we

as she showed me her garden and

his absence. Later on her
lea,vé of the plé.,eea
ing. P,ost.,,’ now ‘ow:ﬁéd and
"fyhs ’trad‘ing'post is |
ter," Bob Haxidbekrg‘ukses
ping,‘ guiding and odd joba.
 makes them oligible for
uring the sﬁn’csm In this

they eke ont an existance

acolddrinkand mailed some
ree mles and finding no k
iza Canada
t 6200 a.me Had I some ciean
;ampbsll’s andg fresh and neat,
n jdea that the Indians are

intesrest.ings E
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Hot hav1ng these ‘things th@ughg 1 mde ny

tore down the camp s.nd started eruising slowiy
lake. On the way I passed the closed Lac La Cr
of the grounds indicatad it had once been the s

the old blacksmith shop vas s’m.ll there. |

breaskfast é;mong the rocks, :
down the south arm kof the

oix Fish Camp. Inspection

ite of a logging camp and

La.eLaCroix contains ’c.he Jjunetion of ’c.he “’old.“ and "new" fur ‘trade

"roads" as the canoe routes weré called. The «
Portage via Basswood Lake; t,he new came fmm F

ern chain of lake and entered Lac 1a Cra:.x by

14 came here f’rom Grand
te Williams threugh a north-

i'.he Haligne River. It was

along th:.s route that t.he Dawson Tmil was, madja and used for a short while

until the eompletion of tha railmaa to the waft killed it. Down the

Halig,ne came Col, Wolseley tco ;mt dem the R:‘:.el
®And now, in the a;aring of 1870,

ei
volunteers and four hundred iaperi:Eh

were streaming west.....never had
~seen such a sight as this....Colone
great force appeared quite auddgnly
June worning on LacLa Croix...Their
out from behind the island called F

shadowy on the horizon. Then ‘cﬁey

a1

Rebellion.

1t hundred
regulars

La Croix

1 Wolseley®s

one early
canoes shot
amboise, huge and
ipped into ‘

the sunlight and the whole flotilla

with the flash of polished 1eather’

brass. And the lake was spatt

let of flags and uniforms."
la Pofeelaine Claim‘

Y

Hade camp on a nice spo*t on the mainland
the end of the lake. Again it has been a very
shade of the campsite a man and mman eame;to
began a shlp-tomshore comrersation which ended
me 2 cold drmk from the resort at which ?,bey

see a m:i.le or so ae:ross the lake.

About 3300 peley the gwnulemaﬁ came raci

' mppe& in newapape?,-a piece of smoked wallejs

33156#
| dirty clothes and ﬁh:.skem, I felt much h;ce 4

I thorcughly eajoyed evez'y bit of tiwm

backdoor. '?hs gantlem turned out ‘k;o ba Mro

vag aglitter
burnished

q
Ezth the gear-

'0%Meara in

near an 3.sland a mile from

hot day and as I sat in the
cast in the narrows We

with their offering to brﬁ.ng

vere\rstaymg and which I qo_uld,

g back with the cold drink
and a blg chunk of his wlfe's

but must confess that in my ,
he ‘bumwith a handout at the

Albert Kodl of Oak Park, Ill.
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He is the retired treasnrer of the Li.qiuid c

~ Kodl have baen ecmiﬂg here for almost 30 years,

arbonic COrPog and }tie and Hrs.‘~ |

I have .ssen two canoe parties mday, kthe flrst in two days., One ‘was

a greup of boys under' the 1eadarsh1p of a teacher frcm Roseville ard another

‘ from Rochestez',, They were eating meh.on

hhe island when I arrived. The

kother gmup of four came irz r,he 1ate aftemaon and included' at least one

former Scout for they had a canoe labeled *

E?oap 17‘?, Cloquet“

B Ater supper I trolled in t.he narrow rawarded on‘ly by one 1ittle northern

ﬁiuch I threw baek. I d:s.d apat a beaver on

shore eating gra.ss,, however.

Carefully I stalked h:.m edging the came ever c'laser. Finally he discovered’ :

me - a strange "cbject" off shore - and %00l

x w the water slowly and with :

dignity. When I purposely made a noiseg he slaprped his taz.l with a loud crack

; ‘and dove.

Again,up later than ':u'sual and, aft’e,r: &l

stopped within a mile at Cotton's Resort to

n . ,12~,,:mil;e§\= :

ho camp chores and camp bresking,

visit with the Kodl®s, the people

~who befriended ne y&sterdaya They imite& maﬂin;'takﬁcming coffjeeﬁzherer I

also met ﬁrs. HcClenagahn who is "Cotton" a1

pleaaant visit among fri&ndly folks.

'uif omms ‘the ‘,rescke‘rt;’, Tt was &

A half mila further is Beati;y Pertage eut of i-ac 'L&Crﬁixf,, a marine

| railway which hauled my canoce and gesr acrogs for a dollar. /The proprietor

- is a man in his thirties whe 11%« there t,hé yepr amund and traps in the

) wintaer.s An older man probably his fathers '
ting my deer skull, began ak;conmz:-jsaiicn re
®oose population. The ef‘foftlassf kt,?ansfe‘rfc
thé other muld have been appfeciatgdf by 't:l;'le

- times grunted and groaned across this same

:ama out.: of the cabin and spot«»

lative to fthé present deer and

if I baggage from one lake to
s £ brigades who countless

braile




FAt daybreak we @mbm*iced aﬂﬁ"efame

to the first

Petit Portage de la Croix (1), which is 200 paces

longs then throngh a crooked pilec

of water (2) to

mile of paddling and changed my dz.reetlon.

inhabitants.

‘the wmiddle Portage de la Croix, (3) which is l;oo
paces; thence it is but a short distance to the
last Petit Portage de la Croix, (4) which is but
50 paces over. Ve then loaded and descended the
little Riviere la Croixz (5) to Vermillion Lake."
Alexander Henry, the younger, Jul 30, 1800,

Dmm Loon Lake I battled a strong ﬁirsd n my face bni; half way thmugh

it T was able to make a twenty foot lift ove 8 3and1y point that saved a

Cmix”

‘Kow with the wind from the side
it was no particular effort to run the distance to the middle "Portage de la

Here agam i.s another marine rallwayr that hauled my stuff across

for another dollar which I gladly paid ‘o the opera.tor,

‘The Loon River down whichl I»mm em?oarked winds through the woods for

about five miles to Vermillion Laké. I inte ed to camp overnight in it

but found it unattractive - shallow, sluggis |

Part way through was a large clemug on ‘t.he

and dirty - so I kept going.
south bank fwhieh I explored.

Low mounds of grass covered dirt outlineﬂ the position of buildings that

- once had been thers. It was, I leamed t#x

A short ways beyond a young couple ebma

1[753 day, an old logging campsite.
round 2 bend in an outboard

and spotting me, stopped to visit. They zt%irned, out to be from Hinckley and

missionaries of the Amai‘ican Indian kHis:s’i;oii bound for' thé 'Indiian village on

-Lac La Croix for two weeke of religim uorlil.‘ They had been there tm years

ago and were now returning after -1 mnth with the Indians an Lake of the

Woods , Crane Leke and Rainy Leke. They had mhaides camping gear and food,

‘bibles and hym books in Chippewa. The man was: sshite, and the woman Indian. .

I imagine their arrival at the village was a ‘pl;’eaaantf surpirse for the

(1) Beatty Portage |
(2) Loon Lake
(3) Loon Falls Portage

(5) Eow Lccn Rlver

- (4) Portage in Loon River not now used emeprt in vary low water




;292.;

It was caﬁzpmg i‘,me by mw but there was no site t@ By 11king 80 I

= ‘kept wy heaei bowed over tne padﬂe mti}. I

farther than I had ‘int;endede Even then ‘the

I%ve ha.d ‘and dirty. Too tired to clean i

cane

81y

into Vermillion Lzke - nmch’

o turned out to be the poorest

t muich I uade the éamp and 8

g smple supper and ate it on a shore patralled by a huge beaver.

I ‘tnrned in cert,ain that this Wuld be tha place and the night I'd be

5 sconrged ‘by smanging bears. None came. i

o k , 12 ;g?mileg:

e e

Agdn I ms sl me' m start:mg this mOTT

- 9230 by the t.i.me Istartedtq) Vemi‘il:ism Aloost

a seatteredparty of saven eanea haaded ths

mg.,

oth

‘ three ctmples, aach ina canee am'} four ean‘p;es

Up at 8200 a.m., and it was
imediately I thr?aaded throngh

@r' Waye They seemed 'ho be

Qf girls.

Past the narrows I steppad for a coke at Wha%:,kins resort, ate 1unch at

’staticm on another islami. Tbere I eheeked
store bu’c baught nothingc

Now I ran intc t.muble.,k I starte‘d:‘ sou

in

th f

i ‘,an island in the muth of Sand Point and hu;rried on 1o the Ca.nadmn Customs
land vis:a.ted Bob Handberg®s

m the iéland and as I ducked

mzt from bah:.nd it :mt.o the uravarse aemse tha 1ake, 1 vas caught in a squall.

The rain ponred down and the uind bles. = ’E‘ort

of a sweep to bnild up rollers bzs.t it made me g

mmtely it didn’t get enough .

ig the water for all I was

worth. There was nothing I cculd du but keep oy head i.n the poneho hood,

kpaddle hard ahead and hope for ths best. ,}:B;ein

ignored by a passing outboard

i that didn”t even ask LT neaded help, didn"t ;elp my feelmg of concerno

Fortunately I wade the relai;z.m safew af shanow water about the time

the squ,all ﬁavsd on and the sim game mx’c to

L dmm again. But, t.he storm

; 1eft 2 wind gust:mg fmm the seuth i';a battleyﬁ as 1 waveled dowm ng Williams

' Narrowm 4% the mouth of Crene Lake it pfoved

Oabine windbomd agams

t00 muchand I pulled up at 2




&

;“305“

The cabin was & p}.easantpléce' perehéd with its outbuiidiﬁgs on

a point twenty feet fa,bovel the water. Locked
‘the less had a warning ssgn‘ for the 1“3.1&353

Apparently in the ‘past the owner had been

For histor:.cal purpases the trip was

' V,Sand Pomt Lake mto the narrows, I 1eft

‘zat:i.o"n.y' I was ,alymgst to the end of Crane

‘made the trip withoat acciaenx.cr trouble|

of

80

the

and in good order it none
me: No ca,mpingf = no fires!

botheredg

done. When I turned south in

old fur tra.de route. It

» ,helc‘l, its aim westward intp Namakan k‘and, ’bayorid and I headed into' civili-f
“La.kL3 wy landfall, and I had
for which T was thankful.

Most important to me novs was that I ha.d; sweat«sd and strained and worked

and lived as t’ne veyagem and eompany pa1~tne

and the same place. I fe‘lt I had reeaptv.red

ano‘c.her people < a hex'oic and savage age e

that and inwardly there was a glow cf sat
Antyme Gagon saﬁ.d: “For we it is 1ak the

" medicine, eh, m s:.eu?"

rs had done in the same way

gomething of another time,

of the :paste 1 was ,yproud of
Lsfaction; ‘It was sort of like

medicine, thees country. Bush

I tramped around the cabin - and read ‘- and snooged - and tramped

,some more. After abbut three hours the w‘-nd

Handberg s store and made my last camp in

ﬁth;e

The next day Gar Mulrooney and Hike Hil,

mne and the gea.r back to the starting gzlace«-g

Wilderness Canoe Base on Hoose Lake.

lay and I canoed 0 Bob
little woods on their point.

r dmve my car up and hauled

the Charles L. Sommers
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Newton

Pipestone FP

Pipestone Ba.
(Basswood L

JULY 2t
Pipestone Bay :

- Jackfish Bay
Horse P

Basswood R
P

Basswood R e
~ Wheelbarrow P
Basswood R~

JULY 25 ,
Lower Basswood FP
Basswood R
Crooked L

JULY 26
Crooked L

Curtain FP
Iron L

(Rebecca F)

JULY 27

Iron L

“Bottle L
 Bottle P

Lac La Croix

(Fish Stake xarrows)

JULY 28

Lac la Croix

: ,'1,8‘15;y ;
' 10ﬂy

180y

noy

6 91/8-323/8

& R
§ 9 - 41 3/8

-\5&#?“ @a

7% 7 .57 5/8

(Tiny island hear gull mck)

JULY 29
Lac La Croix
- {western part)

JULY 30
‘Lac La Croix

(SW end)

9 9 - 66 5/8

4 ot

?/8 9 sfs - 23%

9-503/8

oy

Vermillion

and Point L

Crane L

é‘ iz -'8’4’ 1/8 :

g 12 3/ - 96 7/8

pilst u&i?w@ traveled 96 7/8 miles ef
ich 2 3/?4» miles were on 9 portages




