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, ingeé buc}ssicin shir*é, corneod @1@3, and’ aben'{; a weeks grcm;h of beard*

}.:.Ke the reincarnation of the woodsman of bygone dayse G

: - Eleven Iows and eight:Minpesotsa scouta were supposed to get in-a nina gassenger
si;a’czoa wagon with the gnide amd 1o everyones surprise aetually did it. There were
on the front fenders, two on the fop in back, mys@lf and another boy on the miag
bﬂarﬁs, and the remainder inside piled three deep.
5 “After & few miles ride we stopped to register at the ba,nailan cousselate s. ﬁe
" was at home esting dinner but sPopped to help. us out. It's amazing the lack of red
%:.ape neceasary to go into Canada. No birth certifieates elc. needed and only a Tew
- guestions such as: name, plnca Gf birth, date of birth, residence, and Ibagth of
_stay in eountry were asked.

- The tires on the station wagon have got 8o hobt with bhe ovewlcqéi caused by the -
~fwenty one passengers and luggage that Chuck had decided that he will take half of
us to camp right away leaving the others £ atert walking the twen"*y miles with ley
tne ‘hane that he would piek them u> to susiain them.

: The hike, I with my usual luck béin 12 one of those who xsplka& wWas *’realy fun ab
Cfivet. &n a]zﬂas% full moon lent a soft all incompassdng glow to a seens. beautz.fal/
beye?zd descrintion. We .sang sengs and bickered over the respective memﬁs of the
“relative merits of the Twin Cities with some scouts who were unfortunate enough to
_have been born in the city? of St. Faule. Graduelly four of it Iinneapolis scouts
myself among them, pulled away from the rest of the gang. and we realy went bo ftown
“on this walking business. *t was realy more of a Harathon race but it was fun.
- After =bout seven miles of steady walking during wiich time the moon had progredsed
' frem & young vz.gmrsus vouth throw mammty s.}:xd ints old age agé fmal y the e‘aseuri’syi
ef death we were picked uv. ; &
~By this t.u,e it was guibe late bub it ma}.& have heen f:ar o simple o go. stralgh

“to town instead Tirst of allwe had %o find the rest of the scouts.: They were. huddled -
,“‘z'mmd the beginnings of & Tire about three miles farther back. This fire had been
""%egmﬁm for the lzst half hour bub fLe ﬁozabmam sklll of six boy scoubs eamén"%
gei; it pagseei that stsges S e

- By now it was still lafer bub s»il no rest i‘@r the weary. He still had to.
“go into fown and then a,ll the way out to the base before we could even begin to m=
“make eur beds.  Itthad turned bitterly cold and the first frost of the season seemeé.
te give a f‘mgfte’zmg prediction of what was o come. BFuech to my surprise for + had
gw@n t_zg ﬁege we finally xri‘fea at the camp and sueceeded %o ve% 0o caf:ep jfoai; ’
+two in the mourning. g

i‘ue melodious sounds of someone beating on the bo’ctam o‘? a tin pot ef:sl}i: us up

at six, and affer many 5186233? prumbdbeswe all got up to a delicios reakfs -5t of dried
eeri;L nothing else. We were introdueed to our guide snd muech o my horr r “he: was -
~ gixteen years old and the s amper even younger,then me by about. two mont chs.. They
se&m 1ike nice guys however and it looks like a swell trip. There are seven of us
n the party and three canoes. The cuide, Lloyd (Fryer) Rabel, and his duitiful
 gsaistent, Arthur (4rt)UBaklberg will be followed to the death by Jarl (Bud) masma?d
,’ #illiam (%ﬁai} HeGrath, Kenith (Kemly) Andevsozz, J evome (3' errv) Swalens, and yours :
truly Hobert (Bob) Remole, .

‘ii‘?he f*s?s‘c thing the guide dié affer he mtromcué :"13213@1"9 yrodueea a. very bad
m}gfess:.m on every one and should be discontinued. Yo made each of us add to a
paek’ ais:*zac’fy so jammed full of stuff thatit looked li&e g fab sauaage four cans of-
foods ' This immediately lowere the i eralee of all present. - ]

- Wa've off and for thé rirst time 1 feel the exsc: wesate pleasure . of waier gﬁlsh

mg sogeily in my boats but not for i:fze last time. First thing two of the caqees, R

; v}.ack'y Bf‘bs asaong 1‘; ey azen*i; m’ong and we had o ﬂadé'ie 1ike »;z;\d for hﬁl*? an hour to
'.-iaateh Ubs B : ;




cand * ecariied zhe canoe. The canoe yoke is the nost
instrument invented by man, 4t digs into sore shoulders like a kn

‘hits the back of the neck 1like nn axe. Also its not balanced ri zht-and. the oW Xe

'1semg and makes the whole aarrzrmfr o'atsratmnaa messs OFf courde L have +0 "ba}:e -
“fhe wrong: 4rail end end up between two fallen thees not able to move an inch or, evea

- get the heck out of bthere. After much straining, groaning, and dropping of “the: canea

4 finally did get out however andfinished the portage dead tired. Inseden}:a? 1y :

* this portage is about the easiest we we have ami I ahnost erasked en:*?’ "iy gesh

wb.ais will a realy bad one &o to me?

-~ The Guide and Swamper have gone buck to the eano base to get a.nether caneet T
The one e were using having developed a slight gunall eradék during ths zm;{:miag‘

£ Ken and 1 took one of the canoes near to a small waterfall by the noonuéampsight

- gnd tried to see how far up the fhils we could go. Apberwords we went fishing ané :
-~ he eaught a small bs.ss *@Ibieh d erry mlﬂam‘belsr cleaned and ate in s:gitﬁ o 3usﬁ hiving
- ‘Pinighed lunche :
T ~ End of the FTirst day =nd I am =0 t:t.reé that " don't know hew i even have the

" energy to write, My feet are so wrinkled from being in the water all day that + can t

™ pelieve that they're mine. I changed shoes, socks, and pants and that made me feel

 like life is worth I,Livfmg aggin. Allmost but not a;ui:be. . :
““I'We decided that * am going to do most of my note uriting at ni'gnu so I snalltry o
© to tell whal happened. after the Guide and Swamper zot back.
" At four O'clock we came 50 the border station and registered fo“ our e:;try.

A seaplane landed at this remote seemizg base as we azagreacheé and another as we left

He ‘bought our fishing licenses which cost smly adollar. We had to buy fne Tor: every
“"pole n the outfidb, It seemed very lonely ab tiis boasrder stabion which seems SO
far from eve**shmg but is realy only a few miles from Bly. ¥e saw a raél:.e Just likg :

you see in the movies in pictures of thel North and there was the curre t issue of '*‘1:2‘%
“so it eon \dn + have been a genuine outpost of eivilization, There are six buzzks bui;

" only two of Them ave oceupled and the cabin is yery neat leoking.

Hell its time to go to bed =nd never have 1 done anything with more alac@rém
The masquitoes are beeonming bad bubt are not as numerous as I exnected. many times

: \'"'claring the hmat of the day I eursed at the clumbsy air mattress and sleeping baf.) tha.

1 brought with but now lieing here in complete eomfort I am feeling quite. geﬁial

~ towards life 4ndgeneral and the sir mattress in particular. ‘The only amaleasaﬂ’s :
. ‘theught that plauges my misd is the horrible Idea that -~ may have a leak in the alr

~ urers.

: ‘ma"s‘"ress. If it should prove useless and at the same time forece me to carry. it all
_over Canada words f’al* me to express the feeling I may have to alr mattress manufaet

5 - "He are camped on the longest portage %o dai:e, abcmt a mile s.nd a half of :eecksa
. Bright "ob had to try and help take the canoe over wearing my moccasins With the

- soft soles Boylubo my feeis hurt. ®

L Day the Seecond = =

: u’ell mueh to my surprise I feel ?ﬁ'ﬁ?w@g@é&@w exeezn; f’or my neek whieh
‘gtill hurts where the canoe rested on- its We just finished the mﬂe and 8 half
portage and remined me to never be a guide as it tekes a strong back and a weak
mind and 1 have ouly the latter qualification. The guide took this pertage li:.ce
© it wasn '} oven here while the rest of us huffed and puffed our way ovee it like
4% was @ hundred miles long. We have to get in our canoe for a second now, and -

by the time we've sat down were to another portage of twenty chains. By gask L
" with all these chains .around no wonder I'm so tired of walking.
: After we steppeé. for luzzeh at another portage it started to rain. 1 was earr

ing ‘she canos and the firsgt % noticed of it was the sofh gattev of rain on the

‘Jeaves and canoce. I tried to keep dyy but as soon as I got out from under *;;h;
reanoe & got sopping wet. Ineidently while trying to get the cance i}z tae gzater
1 fell in to muek up to my waish but it's all in a days work. - ’

. After getting into Bake Agness a lomg devil of about, well it's awf.ﬂ_ly
émly i}i eur eanoe sugges%ed @ﬁttlﬂg up a sail as 'bhe wmd was dwee‘t}_y aste:




bed amsng the paeks “am actually 1leiag:d@ﬁn,
uslight croaswind has. me np taa% makes the sail want. to lﬁff amd
41 *d inspect Hother Neptune first hemd. Algo I ghould wateh so we don" .hit,,
f@4anything but I'm too.lazy, The other guys have stopped paddling and Bill is 3&5@*,7
. shes sring. The other two cances have rigged up sails oo butb alﬁheaﬁh ours. 13 thef
ay‘bsst the added waight has made us fall back Lo second place. - :
~ . We-.asre camped tonight on the middle of Agness on the prettiest little islaa§~
.1 have ever seen. It iz about 300 feet by 150 feet wide and is separated from .
“the mainland by about 100 fest of wabep. 4 swell breeze is blowing ﬁriving‘away
‘all mosquitoes and I'm perfectly at peace with the world. This island like all
“af “$he others is rock with a few HNorway Pines on it. There is no underbrush and
o just ‘enough moss to muke it soft. Outside of the fact that the day is too cloudy
%0 take pictures and that we dlén*k get §ﬂy fish wnzlb easting from shere Itg say
~that e were in Heavon . ‘
o e saw &lan Maptini framsglnneapslzs‘ He 1005@& fomtkéar and aftef questlens
.~ were asked snd answered we finally found out that we both went to Ro@sevelt Elgh
'Scheol ‘and were in the camera club.
e There is a pick and shavel along with us but so far 1ts been a goke as We
'~‘<have yet to find enough ground to dig in . :
S Ineidently I have lost my hat. Yhat a loss it was a shapeless @reck, and- 80
' battered that = never new whether it was backwaris of sideways on my head but I ,
" was forminz an affection for i%, and I.ghall feel ts loss greatly. Hell maybe for
'tanothe¢ hour anyweys i
; ﬁgﬂ%ss dg full of 1slands ‘some very'large and others s0 gmall that tge 3tunted
‘m,fine trees have tr;@ble gekiing enough npace to exist on. ‘
i ‘ an the Third E
i We went up’ ﬁhe rest, of Agness with the sazls set but the Wlaﬁ wasn t as btf@ﬂ s :
j'ésuges%eﬂday and we had to paddle too. Our first portagé of the daywmasasrrather short
" one.. 4fter earrying the eanoe over and sebting it in the water, I gat down torest
8uddenly I noticed that it was drifting away. With a whoop I was after it end
ifsueeeeéeé in recueing it after going into the water head first. g

g

o " After another short lake we got 1o another portage fudl of rocks all the way
 from pebbles to boulders weighing meny tons. rhe portagé was a complete louse .
.~ and 1 cevtainly was glad I wasn't earrying the eance fer I would have busted it
. sure. The guides canoe and Sur own started out while Jerry and Art picked some
;.g'xasﬁsanxs‘ They didn't get their cance weéged in safely go it floated aﬁay
- and the guide had o save tiem.
e Had my first swim up here av hile ago the water wasg a 11tt e ¢old bub 1% sure
;'?f%$ fan s
b ﬁe g@% so far behind oh the next few portages that the pulée stoppe& anﬁ
'1“'they had all eaten lunch befor we even came up to gebt ours.
-+ Pinished amother portage as bed as the one where the canoe floated away.
. On second thought it wasn't as bad as nothing could be. :
20 Fynny befor 1 came up here 1 thoughbithat porvaging would be fun and axeitingf
'1n$ﬁead of the back breaking labop .that it is. ©Oh well live and learn. ,
¥We are passing f;hmugh an area that has besn burned over by fire. It was
‘AKVQQltB a while mgo but it eertainly is a let down from what we've been sesing.
" There are a few small trees on the m@un& made by the fire and somehow t: ey ramlﬂaﬁ
j»me ef the seab thats on one of our wounds while it's healing.
. . We are cemped on Kose Island we believe., -Ho ready made campsite $his time ‘
;?WE nad $0 make our own. DBud wondered if the lake was eold and casually put his -
‘foot in shoes socks and all., Ve tﬁsught it pather natural, but I happeded to
S thimk that if we did that at home we'd: Drﬁbably hege t9 have our head exaﬂideéiF
~ but up here it's perfectly all right.
’ scgﬁerful what a change-of clothes will de ?OA yeu. S @hlle baek when we were .
bucking the waves on-Kinnippee ﬁlth 5 inches ef Tresbogrd in fool: a“é & half waves o
1 éiﬁn*t care what happened now 1 I feel fine. The reason our canoce 1g 30 heafily i
s that ‘Bince we have three paddlers we have %o carry more packs po help
the others on the portages. This has zone ‘oo Tar %hsughaaaﬁ ws‘ll §robably
*f'car*nacks t4 ﬁhﬁ otaﬁrs 3 st Loy tﬂe paﬁéllﬁg*s £l ~




ctle la%ar L sought a8 aas‘them in sne s&me place ::«mé
n we mmé the bass's skin in.his bally‘ o ,
‘Ine boys said that there were thunder heads in the sky. 1 mzmeently ngui
'ha'b ‘a tﬁm&ev head was, L found oubte  After we got to bed it starbted to. rain; o

I'E; came dovm in sheetss “he wind was so gtrong that it blew the Troeks from off
_the tent sides and left the tent flapping in the breeze with myself vainly trying

o holdon to the ends Afber this finally quieted down and put us back on our beds
o o%rying-to go $o ‘sleep the mosquitees cam@. lhey came in clouds, and we didn't navn‘
D the’ :E‘lsr spray. “What a nigh’c‘ Co : : ‘ s
: o . :Bay the ou.r"‘sh
£ ’ %‘fe are gomg to spend. m@ day in camp. ZHo.one got r@aly wetb Lmt azgﬂ‘f eX= -
o eept Ken, but we gre going to stay over any?eay.» Jerry hadn'+t cought his first i’.zsh ,

' yet but he and I went out this mourning ‘and he got a good sized wall eye y

i There was fs_sa for breakfast but it wasn't too gooda Fipst meal that Wasa t

o up o snuff. Well dtve tasted both eoffee and tea up here and I guess 1‘11 atay
a mllk gop Tor life.

The flies are awful there geems to be. f:.fi:een or twenty overhead all the tme :

. and can they bite. Saw my first bloodsucker a long guy’ of about 6 inches rs_ght
‘ ?’f'_where 31 was. gomg tc go swimaing, Dian't go swmﬁm‘%"

Day the Fifth - - i
E‘ihat a fleeting thing contentment iss.. Yeste“é.ay I got %wfully board gf noi;

[ ,.’;nadélmg and now. today the first realy hard day of paddling I'd give any‘bhlng 1o
" be resting. We've been going over some more burnbiover land and it isn't mueh .

- fun, but zzo*sv the fire must have ended for we are going, through the most: besutiful
< wnods that I have ever Seells Tall pines aﬂé no underbrush exeept & 11@'&33 mOSS. g
 Boy it's p:rettyr ’

.~ We hunted for an hour aaé. a half for a cam};szte and finally had to make our
ovm. We've got a rather m‘et‘by one and mere is some wonderfull moss. ‘sﬁree ;,.iches e
~ thiek to sleep on. :
o I casted a dozmen times i’:eem shore and got a three pound Northern. It’s almoﬁt,

- t00 ‘eady to cateh fish., When 1'm home I yell because 1t's o harci o cateh ﬁsh
 bere I yell becausé it's too casye

o I%trained tonight for the third time in a row and the wim} hlew but; h&fde :
‘It came up very fast blowing the tents out like inflated balkeens. hﬂn jast as
guddenly it stopped colapsing the bal}.acm tents 11}58 some one had stuek a pizl in

“gthan. ol .

Day the Sixth ‘ \ e 7:,'
We paﬁaleé. all day with Art doing the guiding for his Gold iaﬁc’é}.e. He would

E ; gick: the worst lake to do it im. It took ms all mourning to get out of Russell, -

‘  About one o'clock we came t0 a deserted logging camp whieh naturally enough
- ended the forest of pines 'bhrsug’q s‘*?hl@h we had been ;pass:’mg‘ f«ﬁothe“ bume& *ave;t'

- area. . -

e . We stoppsd to e mlore the logging eamp ana femzé that Qne of the | ba::.lﬁa.ngs
had been made over into a ranger way station. Flowers af all :escmp‘bieﬂs s‘.’nd
sma}.}. trées grew in the clearsd arcfle I%iwas a rather big camp h@l&iﬂg maybe

e a bundred and fifty men and had been abandoned for aboup Lour years.

S After the camp we came to a thirteen ehain portage that took ms an nour. amz’t
& hal? to get across it was go bad. After eating lunch on dhe other side by a
 kind of dam we paddled across a stinking mmd hole into which I naturally fellg
"~ ~We have beem doing some exploring but there is noi other portags se we are gomg
~to take an ‘orthodox trip around the rest of hunters. istend,

g ‘??e paddled on and on and finally brolte out the scout ration bars ﬁhich i;aste
~ ijust as bad ag I remember them. Near a ranger way station Rabel found a 1942

" American dime which rathe surprised us all., We're paddling awfully late tonigh‘f;-

e}ld séabsl gaid that he had often gotten in so late that he had o cook supper

i 1 re@liéﬁ %h&% I mmdareﬁ i:E a flashlight woulﬁ “fiva eﬂeugh hea%




t is still raining; ﬁhen 1 agkeé what was for brea?;fas% Habe]
] and pruing.” Oh for the life of a eamaezs’g. There must be a
nﬂel for canoeists. When we started oup I yelledrocks to the reight and Bill
'?yelle roeks to the lefts Half a foot to either side and the whole battam weulé.

"~ be out of the eance, It's been raining all day and I am having trouble. ;aaddling
. with my poncho on., We didn't gtop for lunch.

... We areson the Ef?l&iae River and it is Just my luck to be center t@é&y 50 tha’l: -
1 den** get the fup of paddling throughthe rapids. I'm crouched low on the bottom
of the camoe to get the center of gra¥ity down and as we narx'owly missed sz rock ‘
Bill said that as long as I wasn't doing anybthing I could pray. We ran gground
right in the middle of the river on a reck and s‘bepped. out fhirty fee:f; -from shore

- on both sides to get us off. ﬁ

We ca}m;eﬁ on a little point the warSu campsite te date. ﬁuring the day we had

e passed two more lumber camps bub didn't stop to investigates Had to make our

: ﬁfﬁbeés in the dark and my flashlight went completely oub..

: ; o Bs.y the Eighth.
e 3' er:ry éecidad the.i; Le %van%;ed to get up early so he woke us ﬁzz up at. gix.
G‘rrm, It's getting rather cold and I pubt on my wool shirt for the first time.
We are gettingeso that we take the per'{;ages in one trip. Must be getting broken

- in or slse the packs are a lot lighter., We couldn't find the passageway out .of the

Hilime at first and when we finally did it was time %o eate
- He ate our fill of lunchon meat for the first time. We have all we can eat
 for all of the meals except luneh and now I found out why., We are so loggy we can
hardlt paddle. Bud saw a porcupine and chased it gebtting near #nough to hit it
with a canoe paddle before it got u» a tree.
" VWe are at a fery swell camp ditsi It must belong o one of the swell camps
ap here ag there are ﬁhls:ﬁ@y bottles =2nd bear cans all over togethef with the other
signs of civilization. We had a couneil fire and sat up and talked to the unheard
of hour of mine thirty. ‘ " : ‘ :
. Day the Ninth,

ol Eia raine. No rain. Ho rain. I ¢an't understend it we dried out our shtuff by ‘
the eouncil fire last night and they are stil dry. Why I can even sake some pietures ‘
. E@av n can wait. I§ got some pictures of deer tracks in the sand and itried to get
8 shet of some baby ducks after we started to paddle but was to slow. -It's sta?:tiﬂg,

. %o cloud up again., I new it couldn't last. After we had taken a side trip to :

Rebecea falls we met some people who had come five minutes after we left. They
gaw a bear, 'There was a one mile portage built byythe C, C. C, It was so swell
. ‘bh&’c we all made it in one trip except Kenny and nicmameé it the C. C. C, Highway{
: Itts started to rain fofra change and as there's a resort nearby we went in

- 'ponehos to gsee it, We bought a few candy bars and nobticed that it was up to date
.~ with slot machines, electric lights and the usual bored girl rumping nickels into
- the change grabber. There is a stake about 80 febt from where we are sleeping

- that marks the internstional boundry., Curtain falls is right by us and should

lull ue o sleep. I notice that Minnesota hus bright red forest firve fighting
- 'cans on gsome of the pordages. It is guite a shock to see them staring out at you
- from the heavy woods. You can ekl your in Minnesota the mosquitoes are the most
vieious yets : . .
o ’ Bay the Tenth . o L
No rain, Beﬂtha.s is a regular epedemic of sunshme‘ ‘he lake is in bloom |
- dern it the waber looks awful when you have to drink it. Saw another deer away :
- in the digstance. Saw gome Indian paintings on some enormous rocks that are supposed. .
%o be five thousand years old. Didn't portage all day and did my seat get sore.
S ??e re eam"sed by a lrbtle falls againe. 2 y it's fun to hegr the water at nigh‘e*
e - Day the Eleventh ‘
S ﬁa”re at at mile and a ‘half portage but have decided to try %o shove the caﬁoes
up. the stream through the rapids in water up o our waist. We had %o take a coan}_e,
of small portages but it was & let better than earrymg ‘the eanoe for ar jile aﬁ&
“half.

k ﬁi‘*‘ser lzz"zeh tne wind get real tough dead agams% us¢ A bzg la.tmc}:l ;g&ve ﬂs




U ez 'h a8 beﬁ:le of mlx, ané sh@wed us a8 eight a:ad a half p und
@ae of them was a camera fz.e}ad who had five eaazeras with hm‘ “He

k about ten pmtures of us, v :
- Rabel and Bud went ahead of the res'b of us 'in & narrow strem gome how theyf_ :
. eeught a8 live zasreupineo " The guide-nd swamper have gzone back-to dhe camp o ge‘b
more supplies and dump the porcupine. They got baek abaut 12 and hedda supper .
with Art @laying his horn to the aeeonpiniag munch of nickles‘ 1 s*said in bed aacli*f
: slePt A : o : = o :
; : ‘ . : }Day the ’i‘welf‘t;h : : -

ST ??e slep‘ﬁ very late and had a breskfast in my eas eonsls’cing ef p&neakes o
' baeon, and 31 pruins. Wemt after _s;ercupines but di&:ﬂ t see any and Jus%; generallya :
"‘:'Ioai‘eé all day e e
: Wi an 'l:he T@Lirbeenﬁh / :
Home The pots had ‘to all be clean before we could go! to the basesafd we mrked a11~

“mourming at it. Then we paddled a 1ittle ways,jook a £ mile pcr’cage, paéélea a

"‘,little more and we were at the base and from there homes

S




