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'QUR CANOE TRIP QUT OF THE CHARLES L. SOMMERS ( REGION 10 ) WILDERNESS CANOE BASE

This year fer ihe first tine we ( the counmeil ) spomsered ar srganizei party
of nine seeuts and nyself to take one of the camoe trips which each year takes
rlace out at the regiem 10 canmee base. This base is located on Meeose lake twemtye
twe niles northeast of Ely, Minnesota. R

AUGUS?T 3, 1843
WEATHER-»CLEAR

8130 AN Ve aet at the Uniea Railresd Statioi‘to~havc pietures takes of ewr
i.partawe fer the trip by the newspaper. Three boys fren ZPreep 15, Stanley Rawa,
Bed Guyer, ‘Rey Nighbergew=One oy frem Proep 14, Dave Cameresc=sene bey frem

Preep 56, Beh Sponbergee=one boy from Troop 23, Arae Erickseme==oxne bey from
 Preep 28, Hareld Ximneun,=w- ene doy frem Treep 9, Diek Syversteas=eene boy froeam

Preep 173 Cleguet, Mizmesota, Alezanioz &ntus, snd nyself nuio up Qur puzty,

9100 A The traim pulled out and our party toek ever the thcrvution

¢ar with the exeeption of three people = s nen and his wife and gzaniniau‘htuz;,

Later after we were eut of Duluth this gentleman cane ever and intreduced
Rinself, Ne was Mr. Harry F. Schellmeyer, conmissioner of scheel buildings ia

. 8t. Leuis, Misseuri. Ne is alse chairman eof the 8St. Louis couneil eanping
" eonmittes and an scquaintance of my goed friemis Jeek Wright and Lyman )arkholior.

I alse struck up a eeaversation with amether greup of feur yeuag wemer ani a

" man whe wers taking o esamee trip ent of a IWCA base near lly. The boys of eur

crew sang scoul soags all the way to Klye.

1315 P We arrived ia Ely and were mest by Had Ludow, the base ii;létcz,

“with & cer and trailer. We inmedistely packed all our gear in the trailer and

went te the hotel fer dimmer. After dinmner we teek a walk through Ely amd
leoked at the verieus displays of camping and fishing equipnent. We left Ely
areund twe o%eleck im the afternmoem and eur mext step was at Wiaton where we
all checked in at the inmigration eoffice. We arrived at the eanoe base at
three o%clock where we echecked in and recieved our eqaiynant for the trip.

We selected our teats and made our bdeds for the might. Then Had- toek us aroand

‘the base for am imnspectien teur aftar which we rent swinming.

6500 ?ﬁ Ve had oa: supper whiech comnsisted of pork chsﬁs, potatees and
gravy, Presd, butber and ja,m and tea. While we were eating a doe amd her fawn
deer came dowa the road past the heuse to the saek of the house where the oys

‘Rave & salt bleck. A vcry pretty sight aai se clese te0.

7430 P¥ - Bed Spomberg enéd I teok eut a cance for s half hour‘ﬁzip areund
the island scress from the base. The rest of the beys paired eff and fellowed

- suit. Dave Cameren and Harold Kimneurn were close te shore whea Dave saw a large
fish suaning itself. Ne reached ever the side of the cance wish Ris hands aai

flippoi the fisk inte the ecamoe, It was s sueker,

8300 P We put the camoes back on the rack and net with guides in the
main hall of the base for instruetions and plesas fer the trips This izeluded

~how te pack eur packsack and the proper hamdling of eur sack, how te yrﬁvont
- sunbura, what fruits not te eat and other directions. Thern we net cur twe
guides, Al Shoeman =~ our veysgeur guide, and Bing Creshby o= our swamper guides




, L sw;ager gaiie is elass;fiqi as eennis swanpcr or ie;inaer aai ben:gceis S
- swamper a ‘top swamper.

e Al Sheenmsn laii eut our trip te us on a 1ar;c wall nap and it applurei to ic
ST -} vor; sntetesting trip 1niaci.
ke ‘ 9:30 PM  We hit the hay and acalin’t sleep and tee well due to the aai-li
number of rocks we were sleeping en. I was awakened around elevea »y the boars
getting inte the zarh;:o. It started teo rain about one o‘cloek sad kept up the
‘rest of the night.

AﬁGﬁS! 4, 1943 :
WEATHER o-» DRIZZLE AKD BAII

‘ 6330 AM  Got up sad packed my sleeping bag and pcrsasal oq;iynonk;r Left
- quite a lot of yersonal gear Qtrthn hase offiee as I realized ] would net use id,

- 8300 AM Breakfast oo .afngul, px&ins snd tod.f(u'ali'hav- preferred a
" eup of eoffes.) : :

8:30 AM  Started eut on eur trip with five esnoes. We were paired off as
fellews: 1. Dave Caneren, bew and Harsld EKinneun, sttrn: 2. Diek Syv-rston,
stera and Arne Erigksen, bow; 3. Alex Aatns, bow and Al Sheenan, stern- 4o Roy .
Mighherg, bew, snd Boh Spenderg iishiy and Bobd Gayer, stera; 5. Myself, bew,
Stanlcy Rawn nmidship, amd Bing Croshy stera. ( We put Bod Spunhcr: nidship as
he was starting off on the trip with a sanashed toe which he saashed in Duluth
2 week before.) We paddled up Moess Lake merth to Newfeund L‘k.a I sew . buek
deer cone down to the shore sand drizk apparently he ii&nﬁt hcar er see us. Ve
then went iate Sueker Lake throagh the marrews, here we saw five bald na;lcs.;

, They wers on several old trees aleng the shereline. Weé alse saw a kiagfishars!
~~ . mest Wuilt om the tep of = stump eut in the water. Several blue heron flew
.. ‘ever us here tee. We went on tasPrairie Portage and as we were about into shore
. an saphidian airplane landed on the lake and went iate shore te let eut the
 passengers who registersd at the Bayley Bay ranger station. We pulled inte
~ shore te Tegister and beught eur canadisa fishiang licemce ( $1.00 for six days )
11:30 AM  Here we zte our lumeh s- bologna ssndwiches. The ranger here
had a large dog about the size of a hear and very much of am pest. We had to
stand in s eirele srousd our feod or he would push his way throuzh and sat
anything that was h&n&y.‘ We started out again and made Prairie Portage inte.
Burke Lake, then a 1ift portage inte Suniay Lake. Here I ssw another doe .
deer aleong the shore line also & leon and a kingfisher. The next portage
inte Meadows Lake was really a dandy. It was a half nile of hills, trees
and roeks. We met with anether party, s man and his wife with a Fianish guide.
Meadows Lake is guite & mice bass lake both large and small methbh. All the
party fished but Stanley Rawn, Dave Cameron, Hareld Ximaeun and nysclf. We
teok & dip as the water was idesl.
- After the swim Bing, Al, Rawn, Kiln.un. Canasren and mysslf pertaged into
Lake Agnes in iwe canees snd picked up the evenings woed supply at twe beaver
houses, snd paddled on te Lousia Falls. By this time the weather had cleared
and we had eanp well established for the night. The rest eof the party stayed
and fished for about an hour and then cane on to Leusia Falls. We all teek a
ath in the bathtub under the falls and then teek s swin in Lake A‘nos‘ I was
elected te make the pet hook that evening. , :

6130 PM  Supper m=- mulligan stow; choeelate rice and tea.

7130 PM  We all decided to #zy for the bronze padile award. Se we all

Voyageur guides are clas:ifici as fellets- MILIEBX VQILGEUB PAR of thc nill J;;f
eamosist; AVANT VOYAGEUR, wewman; G@UVEBHAIL VQ!AGEHR ‘stesrsman and czyeri ‘!i‘.;*‘




ﬂ‘:iado’oaz p§rsenal ir;ids, ‘Mine eeaaistoi ef s flyinz duek: in & circloa
IIQBIIEHEH!S ran THE. BBGIZI PABBLI:
1, ngkg e;g wqok $rip on cansce trail;
2. ‘Hako yot hook
3+ Be ;blo to idaatxfy
/ 8. trees used for lunbor in&astry
b 3 tro;s used ia building ecances
. 3 trees used in making paddles
4. edidle fruits o
L Qliblo plants
4. 'rifo~i stery or tvliqiy of yeur trip or a Rews paper ;tan ofﬁthq trip.’_
VS.v Bruw or tsko three pictiria §£ sone uausual beaunty.

Alex Antus, Bod Spenmderg, Bick Syverston and Beb Guyer went fishing and each‘
of us eaught a aico walloyoi piko. Everyoae hit the hay at 9130 M. :

AUGUST 6, L1943
" WEATHER CLEAR

6:30 AM lollod out and hclpcd Al and Bing with breskfast. Ate dDroakfast
at 7:30 COatmesl, fish and eocea. During the meal we saw several Camadian Jays
mere eelnonly known as the Lunber Jack Bird or the Wiskey Jaeck. Their aen!idonco'
in mam makes it a pepular bird among th: lunber jacks and: eanpers of the north
woods.

8:45 AM B:okd eamp and pertaged from Lake Agnes ever the cliff. Next teo
Leusia Falls and inte Leusia Lake snd thea three mere portages inte lLake Fanguier
Here we saw a small heroary er rockery of about twe dezea nests of the great
“dlue herem, These were lecated anong several high trees. The mesis were made -
of tvigs and stieks lired with rushes and swanp grass. The mests are quite large
¥We nade one more pertage inte Anamdis lake where we pulled ashere and ate eur
lunekh (1330)pesaut butter and cold meat sandwiches and mectar. Nere we alse
- met a party ef sever frem Chicage. Men and wenmer’ and three seouis. They were
kaving difficulties iz makiang their portages as they had by far tee mueh equips
nent te make the trip emnjoyable., After luack we portaged inte Rod Lake 22d thenm

‘inte Edge Lake and again inte Glscier Lake. We. hed feur nere portages from one

small pot hole te anether and we nade MeIwen Lake aionﬁ 7:45 ?H where we nade

" samp fer the might.

8:30 PM Ate supper, macareni aad- cheese and coffee, !oiuy 1 saw ene
nore doe deer, several blue kheren amd leens aad just befere dimmer tenight a
fleek of mallerds flew inte shere about fifty yards frem eamp.

9:30 PM Hit the hay. We made thirteen portages teday and sre all
deg bired. Beveral of us nade beds of deer moss and slept out in the opex.
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AUGUS? 6, 1943
* Weather--Cleudy te Clear

5130 AM Get up early snd meade my pack. ZThem Dick Syverstea ard ] weat
eut for a little easting. We had ome strike =-s pickerel. While we wers out
saw 8 ceavasebsek duck and her six small emes.

63130 AM Ate breakfaste-cormmeal and seffee. v

8:30 AM Pulled eut for days travel. Weather leeked mere like raizm.

We portaged inte Wet Like and then nade the wreng pertage and went wp teward
Sagenogen Leke. Om this reute we were going higher all of the tine and had %o
run up seversl rapids. Everythiag was geiag fine uatil we came o sons rather
lexge rapids and the last canee (Bed Guyer, Beb Spemberg and Rey Highherg)
4idn®4 quite make it amé capsized iz the middle of the rapids. Bed Spemberg
(225 pounds) was sittiag up en the guamels of the stera and when they hit the.
rough water he was threwa off balanece. We all pulled ashere and jumped im the
water snd reseued the beys, packs, paddles, and earce. In #ringing the packs
ashere we threw them inte a hive of hermets and in the water we all had to geo
sgein. By this time it had started te raiz and the wind began te blev.and ex
~ top of all this we diseevered we were lest. We all pulled sshere and attempte
%o piteh & tent ia the wird and dwild a fire in the rais. This really teek
sene fine secouting. After we had dried eut we ate our luaek at 11:30 AMees=

. peanut butter and cold meat sandwiches and tea.

13:30 P We started te retrace eur irip and eane teo a swamp thet we
thought weuldjllead us on the right trail dabt after geing seme distames and -
jeaping in sad eut ef the canee several tines ia mud and retted swanp grass aad
trees up te eur knees, we deoeided this wes wreag se retraced eur way backs
Ve fimally feund a portage te Lake Ewen inte little Falls Lake:s Ve had bo
. pertage feur mere times ard had several rapids te rua Pefore wo resched
Kennebes Talls. We them had abeut s two hour padile teo Keunpee Lake whers
we pulled in for camp for the aight. '

9310 PM Made camp and startei suppers Saveral ef the beys aad myself
went fishing. We cought twe walleyes abeut eight pounis exch and twe anice
lake treut abeut six peunds each. We heard what we theught night be & nmeese
in the swamp rusaing. o : ‘ ' '

8130 PM  Ate suppercsshuaters stew and reisea pice and tea. It had
started te peur dewn raia amd it kept up fer abeut 8 half heur se we had te
eab ia eur tents. \ : : : '

9:30 PM Hit the hay. Everyeme pretty well wera eut.

AUGUSZ 7, 1943
Weather cleudy snd streag east wiad

5:30 A Get up end went fishing (Stenley, Diek and I )g I eseght
three mice walleyes. The rest of the boys caught sever mere fishe-valleyes
and mertheras. Saw twe nice meecessone a Wull,

8130 AM  Ate breakfastecfish and pamcakes. , ‘

10100 AM  Breke ceonp ani padiled eut of Kennipes Lake inte Middle Agnes
River, west braneh, and as we paddled along we saw a cow neese upex the hills
pide in burned ever tinmher. We had a dandy chamee te watch her fer quite a
spell as she stesl eut against the slyline se mnicely. Made three pertages
(one leng hard one threugh the swanmp aad wp threugh three rapids). Arrived
‘at Lake Agnes abeut 2120 PM. We pulled inte a smell island and ‘ate eur luneh,
peanut butter sandwiches and meetar. We rested here for about ar heur sad then
pulled eut and went ex te sa island eff "silemt euteeff", Arrived here abeut
five pm. and teek a swin then mede camp fer the night. R

8330 MM “S‘rperﬂﬁﬂllﬁiz‘li and cheess, prunes and egifﬁo., Aitoz'stgper
~ the boyss did seme fishing. Dave Cameren caught twe mice lake treut. :
10300 P Mad e cenp tiri'witi”qqggsl;gd sene geed steries and langhs.

11;00 P Hit the sluaber hage




o

AUGUSE 8, 1943 i
VEATEER-.CLEAR |

7:30 AM Up and nade ny pack.
8:30 AM  Breskfestwcceatmeal, pruaes and tems
10330 AM Started eur days trip. Arne Ericksen ani I teek the canee

_which ne ene warted as it had been im the rear all threugh the trip. We weat

inte East Lake snd then portaged imte Jeff Laoke.enOn this pertage the yeke
breke ea our camee and ia dreppiag it we dansged ene of the guanels. We
stepped here ard made a temperary repair and them pertaged iate West Lake and
fren there inte a swamp ever three beaver iaua. Aleag this part ef the trip

"we saw twe beaver werkiag while we were crawling aleag, We then portggei ane

ether swanp and here we saw a aice buck deer. By this time it lédked like
rain sad pleaty ef it se we port;gei inte aerkk y. ‘
12330 PM  Ate lumeh on an islead and attempted te aako 2 hetter jeb of

repair en eur cane®s
1:30 P = Started eout ugein. It was thunieriig gaitt s bit and leeked

_ mere like raim. We fellewed the west shere inte a river te pertage where we

wert inte Payley Bay ea te Prairie ?Qriago. About this time everyeme was
tired aad it had started te rain se. wq\all decided %o dead fex the canse base.

- We went down Sueker Lske inte Newfeund Lake and ea te Meese Lake and the dases

I+ had rained for abeut twe and a half heurs steady by the time we hit Meese
Lake and here it begen te clear up and we had a besutiful sunset. Ve arrivoi
at the canee bass abeut 9213 PM. Our canes was abeut thirty misutes behiad
the rest in erippling honc/ Arze and I had a genersl idea of where we were
and feund eur way henme by cenpass. The last heur of the trip was sheer wille
tower. We wore heth dog tired and hungry. Vhex we got inte the base we dried

ewnd in froni ef the fireplace and the boys had supper ready for us, beets,
" Bmeen and eeffee which really tasted like T=Beae steake te this starved gang.

10:30 P Everythiag was ptetty well seaked frem the afterncens dowas
pour se we layed eut eur things te dry and nmade eur beis ean the ceneat fleer
in the main hall of the ledge. Bey®.ohl Beyt that coment felt like a feather
tiek that aight. o . : ~

 AUGUS?T 9, 1943
. WEATHERe.CLEAR

7:30 AM  Up and packed for eur trip back te Duluth,
8:20 AM  Breakfast === fremeh teast ani ceecen
9:30 A Checked in equipment.
10830 A I went out with Al and finished noguironclts for the bxonxo paddlc
13100 AM  Ate dinnereea=dread, butter and jem and nectar.
12330 PN Left fer Ely with Had fer trip home.
2:00 PM Left Xly ea traia fer Duluth
5:30 P Arrived at Lekewoed and nade ay last 30:#;;; of the trip three -
quarters ¢f a mile walk with pack and bedrell and pa&&lo Se. Coanp !braﬁc J-insoa,
‘my homes ‘

The beys and myself all had a fine trip and a let of fine experiences
whieh we shall mever live ever agaia. We all veted that if ecemditiens are
faveradble next year we will erganize amether trip aai attenpt be reecapbure the
sdveatures we had this trip. We slse reselved te smceurage all so:ior scouts

_and scouters te make these trips wheaever ptssihl.,

PXE END







