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Tid-Bits on the Sommers Clan

Doug Hirdler reports that
the Triple Crown Award, is very
popular. The Atikokan directors
cabin and program center are
finished and the staff area has
been improved by remodeling.

Ninety-one staff are return-
ing to Charlies’ this summer, out
of 150, reports Dick Shank.

Volunteers have planted over
10,000 seedlings over the past
five years under the Reforesta-
tion Project headed by Jim
Barott (75-79). The goal is to
enhance the reestablishment of
the conifer population on the
base property by planting white
. pine, white spruce and red pine
seedlings.

A group of Charlie Guides
and advisors from the Midwest
region attended a "first ever"
Sommers Canoe Base Mid-
western Alumni Rendezvous in
March, in Lindsborg, Kansas.
It was hosted by Steve (72-79)
and Sandy Spencer.

The Hudson Bay Boys,
three recent Charlie guides
(Tom Copeland, Evan Dur-
land, and Brian Dobry), start-
.ed May 31, to paddle 1400
miles from Lake Superior

(Grand Portage) to Hudson

Bay. They are reporting their
trip on Hudsonbayboys.com.

Attendance in 2004 at the
base was 4,149. The seasonal
staff totaled 197.

Broken paddles - obits
in 2004. Remembered at the
September 2004 annual meet-
ing where those affiliated with
Northern Tier who passed away
in 2004: Adrian Van Roogen,
former maintenance director
at the Rogert Base, Atikokan;
Mike Vosburg, Moose Lake
neighbor and friend; Dean
Townsend, Okpik leader from
the Viking Council since the
beginning of the program; and
Jack W. Osborn, long-time and
very active committee member
and committee chairman.

Tom Beaton (70-73) has of-
fered to rent his Seliga canoe to
alumni for trips in the Quetico/
BWAC. Proceeds would be do-
nated to support the Alumni As-
sociation scholarship program.
Tom says candidates would
have to be able bodied enough to
insure capable handling of said
craft. Contact Tom or Butch
Diesslin for details.

Mike Hart,
mmphart@sbcglobal.net,

writes that while moving
recently he discovered a box
full of memories from his
time as a guide at Charlies
(pictures, maps, etc). which
had been stored away for
many years. Most notable
was a Charles L. Sommers
Wilderness Canoe Base neck-
erchief signed by all the
guides.

Barbara Cary Hall and
Joe Seliga participated in
Ely’s Voyageur Winter Festi-
val’s opening ceremony Feb-
ruary 4, 2005 at the Ely High
School. Doug Hirdler and
several winter staff members
marched in the Community
Grand March.

Allen Rench (75-79), our
immediate past president, is
working on a Pictorial Preser-
vation Presentation, archiving
thousands of photos from the
base. H "1s de
means t. _ spla
pictorial history on line and
allow registered users to
input infor-
mation about
images.
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First Winter
Base Staff
Member
Passes Away

Ronald W. Walls, the first
winter resident of the Canoe
Base, passed away November
13, 2004. Ron, who was 65,
was a staff member from 1956-
69, then later as a member of
the Canoe Base Committee.

He was a graduate of Okla-
homa State University, taught
English and Chemistry and
received a Law Degree at the
University of Minnesota. He
practiced law in Ely where he
also served as City Attorney
for a period of time. Ron co-
authored the Dayton-Walls
legislation for the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area in 1978.
He held a Judicial appointment
in St. Louis County District
Court and was later the co-

Walls is survived by his
wife Sandra Moberg Walls,
Champlin MN and cane: An_
drew of |
Blaine, Cl
and daug
of Ely.
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Addresses are changing, area codes keep changing, e-mail addresses keep changing. P
personal information changes that you would like to share with the SAA and other alumr
Sommers Alumni Association
PO Box 428 .
Ely, MN 55731-0428
Association members can check SAA’s current directory information at www.holry.o1

Name:
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E-mail:
Occupation/Employer:
Scouter? Position(s)

or e-mail the changes to:
Chuck Rose

clrose@stcloudstate.edu

Years at No. Tiel

Home Phone;

Work Phone;

Fax:

Other:

Additional Information To Share:

Scout Council:













